 

Sabbath Day Sermon of August 10, 2019.

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Christians are One Body in Jesus Christ

Ephesians Chapter 4

  

Paul in this chapter calls himself a prisoner of Jesus Christ for having preached Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior of the world. Paul used to be a prisoner of Satan when he was making havoc of the Church. (Acts 8:3; 9:1). Paul exhorts the brethren saying that believers in Jesus Christ constitute one body. Unity, however, exists amid diversity he says. Many supposed that unity means uniformity and ecclesiastical oneness headed up by one leader in whom all authority is vested. But Jesus Christ is the Head of the Christian Congregation, and the Holy Spirit is his regent (Colossian 2:6-12). Genuine unity can exist, but only in God Almighty’s truth Word even though there may be Congregations with varying ecclesiastical customs and practices. 

Many of the divisions commonly known as denominations in the Congregation are theological, not of an ecclesiastical sort, and the theological differences often conflict with the clear teachings of the Scriptures, for example, the doctrines of Sunday worship, of substantiation and Mary as the Mediatrix, that is, the mediator and not Jesus Christ (1). Unity is one of the Holy Spirit’s important roles. He must be welcomed and we are willing to be led by Him. We do that by focusing on God Almighty, not on ourselves (John 3:6; Acts 1:5; Ephesians 1: 13, 14). The Holy Spirit will remain in the congregation as long as the members have been taught well and are doing what Jesus said to do (John 14:15-26; Matthew 28:20).

“There is one body,” says Paul, and every true member of the body of Jesus Christ has been given many gifts and abilities. Unity does not just happen; we have to work at it. Often differences among people can lead to division, but this shouldn't be true in the true congregation of Jesus Christ. Instead of concentrating on what divides us, we should remember what unites us; one body, one Spirit, one future, one LORD, one faith, one baptism, one God Almighty. We must learn to appreciate people who are different from us: male, female and nationality. As true Christians, we must pray that we may be able to see how their differing gifts and viewpoints can help the congregation as it does God Almighty’s work. True Christians ought to be open to enjoy the way members of Jesus Christ Body complement one another (1 Corinthians 12: 12, 12).

God Almighty has chosen the Christians to be Jesus Christ’s ambassadors on earth. In light of this truth, Paul challenges every one of us to live worthy of the name “Christian,” meaning a Jesus Christ one or person. The Christian shows this by being humble, gentle, patient, understanding, and peaceful. People are watching your life if you haven’t noticed. Can they see Jesus in you? How well are you doing as his ambassador? Can people see the difference between you and a person living the worldly life? 

11-13. No doubt the visible congregation must have organization and leadership. Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit where He is welcomed provides the true congregation with true leaders, apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers. These have for their ministry the perfecting of the saints, which is to encourage believers in Jesus Christ, strengthen them, and equip them to conform them to the image of Jesus Christ. 

If you ask, “To what end?” Till we all come into the unity of the faith, which must lead to the knowledge of the Son of God Almighty Jesus Christ, unto the perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ Jesus. 

Our oneness in God Almighty’s truth in Jesus Christ does not destroy our individuality. The Holy Spirit has given each Christian special gifts for building up the congregation. Now that we have these gifts, it is crucial to use them. These gifts, therefore, and the exercise of them must remain and maintained in the Congregation until we all can make a clean break with the past. Until we all can live Christian lives which means changed lives, a total re-making of our whole person(s) into what God intended it to be. A life spent in one fellowship, where lies cannot be condoned, where there is no room for harboring grudges, dishonesty, a foul tongue, spite, and ill-tempter. Until we as Christians can begin to see these offenses as against God Almighty’s Spirit which is in us through Jesus Christ.

Until we as Christians can individually and consistently from our hearts, show kindness, generosity, and a forgiving heart - knowing that these are not more than our just debt to God Almighty, who has forgiven us when we accepted the death and the resurrection of His son Jesus Christ. Again, until all Christians as God Almighty’s children, make Jesus Christ our pattern; that means showing to each other the same kind of costly love as Jesus Christ has shown to us, irrespective of our backgrounds.
Until we Christians have made this clean break with the past, knowing that casual sex relationships, that is, sexual relationships outside marriage, greed, envy, homosexuality, lesbianism, transgenderism, hatred and filthy talk will bring God Almighty’s punishment. Until all who are members of the body of Jesus Christ make no mistakes about that and have learned to keep away from people who say and practice these things. 

Until we all come to recognize that the diversity of gifts in the body of Jesus Christ are given by the same Spirit. (Ephesians 4:17-32). Again, the Believer is exhorted to be filled with the Spirit, that is, the Holy Spirit possessing the mind and heart of the Believer. The Holy Spirit is a person to control another. He is not a substance to fill an empty receptacle. Thus, the Holy Spirit possesses or controls the volitional, rational, and emotional activities of the Believer who is said to be filled with Him. (Ephesians 5:18, 19).

14-16. Paul here emphasizes the importance of doctrine. True Christians who are doctrinally ignorant can be easily led astray. Every Christian should be acquainted with the great doctrine of the faith. Some people like Tony Palmer and his Roman Catholic friends say doctrine divides; love unites, and that true doctrine should be left alone to be sorted out when we get to heaven. But peace and unity without a right doctrinal agreement in the Word of God Almighty will destroy the foundations of the faith itself. The right doctrine without love can be mere formalism, but love without the right doctrine is deadly, and you will never get into heaven without the right doctrine. Right doctrine and love should go hand in hand. 

Jesus Christ is the truth, and the Holy Spirit who guides His congregation is the Spirit of truth (John 14:6; 16:13). Satan, by contrast, is the father of liars who come to steal and destroy (John 8:44). As true Christians, we must be committed to the truth. This means both that our words will be honest and that our actions will reflect Jesus Christ’s integrity. No doubt speaking the truth in love is not always easy, convenient, or pleasant, but it is necessary if the Christian community is going to do Jesus Christ’s work in the world.

If you fear that any mistake will destroy your witness for the LORD because you can see your weakness and the fact that unbelievers tend to have strong and rebellious character. Now, remember that you do not witness for yourself, but Jesus. If you have learned your Bible lessons well, Jesus tells you in Mark 13:11 what attitude you can have when you must take a stand for the Gospel. You do not have to be fearful or defensive about your faith because the Holy Spirit will be present to give you the right words to say. Understand that to believe in Jesus “unto the end” will take perseverance because your faith will be challenged and opposed. Several trials will sift true Christians from fair-weather or lukewarm believers in Jesus Christ.

17-24. Paul here uses the word “therefore” which functions as a causative. Because as Christians, therefore, we must prove the rightness of our relationship to Jesus by our holy walk. Faith without the good deeds of faith is a dead faith. True faith always leads to a holy walk. Paul exhorts Christians to show forth purity of the holy life. People should be able to see a difference between true Christians and non-Christians because of the way true Christians live. Paul tells the members of the Ephesians Congregation to leave behind the old life of sin now that they are followers of Jesus Christ. 

Living the Christian life is a process. When we come to Jesus Christ we receive a new nature, but we don’t automatically have all good thoughts and attitudes when we become new people in Jesus Christ. But if we keep reading the Word of God Almighty and listening to Him, we will be changing all the time. If you have taken the time to look over the last couple of years since you came to Jesus, what process of change did you see for the better in your thoughts, attitude, and actions? Now understand that to change may be slow, but it comes about if you sincerely trust God Almighty to make it happen for you (Romans 6:6; 8:9; Galatians 5:16-26; Colossians 3: 3-8).

25-27. Lying to each other disrupts the unity of the congregation by creating conflicts and distrust among the members. It tears down relationships and leads to open war in the congregation. The Bible doesn’t tell us not to be angry for a good reason, but it points out that it is important to handle your anger properly. If not vented thoughtfully, anger can hurt others and destroy relationships. If bottled up inside, it will block your prayers and can cause you to become bitter and destroy you from within. 
Paul tells us to deal with our anger immediately in a way that builds relationships rather than destroying them. Nursing your anger allows Satan the opportunity that he is always waiting to use to own you and or to divide the congregation. If the sun has set upon your anger, it has now become sin that you must confess to Jesus and ask for forgiveness.

28-32. If you did not know as a Christian that the way you live sometimes can cause the Holy Spirit sorrow, now you know. Paul warns all Christians against bad language, meanness, improper use of anger, quarrels, harsh words, and bad attitudes toward others. Instead of acting that way, true Christians should be forgiving, just as God Almighty has forgiven us. Can you tell if you are grieving or pleasing God Almighty with your attitudes and actions? You should begin today to act in love toward your brothers and sisters in Jesus, just as God Almighty acted in love by sending His Son Jesus to die for your sins.

The Holy Spirit inside the believer in Jesus Christ is a sign that we belong to God Almighty. The Holy Spirit is God Almighty’s seal that we belong to him and his guarantee to us that he will do what he has promised. The Holy Spirit could be said to be like a down payment or validation signature on the contract. It is your ready passport for traveling to the Kingdom of God Almighty when Jesus returns. The presence of the Holy Spirit in the Christian demonstrates the genuineness of the Christian’s faith and proves that he or she is God Almighty’s child, and secures eternal life for the Christian. This power is what transforms the believer to experience now a taste of the total change he or she will experience in eternity. 

My friends, that you claim to be a Christian does not guarantee that you have received the Holy Spirit. If you are not sure you have received the Holy Spirit, then you should start doing what Jesus said in John 14:15, 16. This is the only way to get born again. Jesus said, “no one can come to the Father except through me.”  Our God Almighty hears the living saints, not the dead (Matthew 22:31, 32). Stop praying to Mary or to Allah who cannot hear you because Mary has been dead for centuries, and Allah is a demon god, an agent of Satan (2). Call to Jesus Christ today for the forgiveness of your sins, and He will save you and give you eternal life.
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(1) Roman Catholic Doctrinal definitions:

In the Roman Catholic unbiblical doctrine of Mariology, the title Mediatrix refers to the intercessory role of the Blessed Virgin Mary as a mediator in the salvific redemption by her son Jesus Christ, and that he bestows graces through her. Mediatrix is an ancient title that has been used by a number of Roman Catholic so called saints since at least the 5th century.
True Christian Doctrinal definitions: the Mediator of our Salvation - KJV
Who is the mediator in the Word of God? 1 Timothy2:5; Hebrews 8:6; 9:15; 12:24;8:6; John 14:6, 44-45; 65; 17:15; Romans 8:27, 38-39; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Matthew 22:31, 32; Mark 12:27.
Did Jesus tell us in the Bible to go through his mother or anyone else to obtain salvation?  If you are a true Christian, or a sincere seeker of God Almighty, you can answer this question yourself by reading what Jesus said in the Bible.
(2) Allah and the Black Stone? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WYWxqVIngNU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cnb6DVWnMB8; 
Who Is Allah? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KQ3_NBVSDd4
What is Islam? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BWnlAJgpXEc
A Muslim who Found Jesus - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sc9yhzxSj3M
