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By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Passover Lamb: A Type of Jesus Christ

Exodus 12

We all know the pagan New Year day is on January 1st in the Gregorian calendar, which contrasts the month of Abib or Nissan which was ordained by God Almighty for his people as the beginning of the calendar year (Exodus 12: 2,1). In the Gregorian pagan calendar the month of Abib is equivalent to the latter part of March and first part of April. God commanded Moses to speak the same to the Congregation of Israel that on the 10th day of the month of Abib or the first month of the Creator’s calendar year to take to them every man or family a lamb. The sacrificial lamb had to be perfect and its blood was offered as atonement for sin. The lamb is substituted for the offerer, that is, the person who would have died of the plague for his or her sins. So Jesus Christ, the perfect Lamb of God offered his own blood as our substitute. He delivered us from the tyranny of sin as God delivered Israel from her Egyptian oppressor. The Hebrew word translated here as “lamb” can also mean “kid” a baby goat.

6-10. The Feast of the Passover is the annual celebration or a rehearsal in honor of the night when the LORD God Almighty “passed over” the homes of the Hebrew Israelites. “To pass over means “to spare, protect, deliver.” For the Christian it is the day that your sins were washed away by the same act of God by the blood of Jesus Christ shed on the cross for you and for the whole world (John 3:16-19). In Egypt the Hebrew Israelites followed God Almighty’s instructions by placing the blood of a lamb on the doorposts of their homes. That night the firstborn son of every family who did not have blood on the doorpost was killed. Just as anyone who is not covered by the blood of Jesus Christ shall perish when he returns. The lamb had to be killed to get the blood that would protect them. This of course foreshadowed the blood Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, who gave his blood for the sins of all people. In other words, as the lamb had to be killed to get the blood that would protect them, so was Jesus to die to shed his blood to spare, protect and deliver us from our sins.
Inside their homes while they wait for their deliverance, they ate a meal of roast lamb, unleavened bread made quickly, meaning without yeast, because the dough did not have to rise, signifying without sin, and eating bitter herbs which should remind them of the bitterness of sin and slavery. How must of this lamb are they supposed to eat? They must eat his head with his legs, and with the purtenance, meaning the inner part; the whole lamb must be consumed. Whatever that was not eaten must be burnt with fire in the morning. That lamb as a type of Jesus who is the Word of God, must be consumed in its entirety. Thus, Jesus words, “He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him (John 6:56).
Eating the Passover feast while wearing travel clothes was a sign of the Hebrews faith, but it foreshadows the return of Jesus Christ. As the Israelites were in Egypt, so are the Christians in this world. Although our departure from this world is still in the future, but as soldiers of the cross we must be prepared for the return of Jesus Christ to receive us to himself, that where he is there we may be in the presence of God Almighty. Our being prepared for the return of Jesus is an act of faith. Preparing ourselves as Christians for the fulfillment of God’s Scriptural promises, however unlikely they may seem to the world, demonstrates our working faith toward the blessed hope (Hebrews 11:1-6).

11-13. On the Passover night the angel of death swept through all of Egypt. It had respect only for those houses on whose lintels and over whose doorposts blood had been sprinkled. The blood was enough to cover those inside, so the characters and works of those inside had nothing to do with the saving efficacy of the sprinkled blood. It was the blood alone for which the angel of death had regard. Jesus Christ is our perfect sacrifice. His applied blood makes the unrighteous righteous and their sins are forgiven. In Jesus, no one alive today is unredeemable (Romans 1:23; 1 Peter 1:18-19).
14-21. “Ye shall keep it a feast to the LORD throughout your generations.”  This command was given to the Hebrew Israelites to keep throughout their generations. Today those who practice the true faith of the Israelites as taught by Moses are the true Christians (John 5:46-47). But many of them have not been keeping the commandments to observe The LORD’s seventh day Sabbath day of rest and the feasts of the LORD God Almighty (Leviticus 23). By neglecting the warnings of Jesus Christ in Matthew 24: 4-5, they have fallen into the deception of Satan also know as Lucifer brought upon them through the papal Roman Institution that has emphatically stated that they do not sanctify the commandments of the LORD God Almighty to observe His weekly seventh day Sabbath worship and the observance of His commanded Feasts in the Scriptures. [1, 2] 

Those Hebrew Israelites and Christians who celebrate the Passover during this time of God Almighty’s calendar year will have ceremonial meal and offer worship to commemorate what happened in Egypt as those before them in the faith being delivered by God Almighty prepared to leave Egypt: escaping from idolatry, sin and slavery. For seven days no leaven is to be found or eaten in any home. If you have not noticed, the feast of unleavened bread was and still is typical of the true Christian life, (1 Corinthians 5:7, 8). Having received Christ Jesus the Lord, we must keep a feast in holy joy, continually delighting ourselves in Jesus Christ; no manner of work must be done, no care admitted or indulged, inconsistent with, or prejudicial to, this holy joy. 

If a true believer in Jesus Christ does not have a continual feast in his or her life, it is their own fault, because Jesus has given every reason there is, that we ought to rejoice always (1 John 5:13). The Christian living must be a feast of unleavened bread, kept in charity, without the leaven of malice, and in sincerity, without the leaven of hypocrisy. The law was very strict as to the Passover, and the Hebrew Israelites were so in their observance of them, that no leaven should be found in their houses, meaning, no sin is to be found in our lives if we are to travel with Jesus to his Kingdom when he returns to take us home. All the old leaven of sin must be put far from us, with the utmost caution and abhorrence, if we would keep the feast of a holy life to the honor of Jesus Christ.  It was by an ordinance for ever; as long as we live, we must continue feeding upon Jesus Christ and rejoicing in him, always making thankful mention of the great things he has done for us.
The Passover could not be celebrated the same way after Jesus came and removed our sins; the old system only covered sin it did not remove them. God Almighty by the finished work of Jesus Christ has removed the old and has established the new (Hebrews 10:1-9). The Holy of Holies is gone, and there is no mercy-seat on which to sprinkle the blood of bulls and goats according to the priesthood ritual. The Passover celebration, however, continues among many Israelites and true Christians today who celebrate the Passover in their homes or communities to commemorate the meaning of what God has done, as Jesus had commanded that we do in remembrance of Him (Luke 22:19). All believers today have experienced a day of deliverance as well, the day we were delivered from our Egypt: spiritual death and slavery to sin. Hence, we celebrate The Lord’s Supper which is our “Passover remembrance” of our new life and freedom from sin. My friends, the next time struggles and trials come, focus on how God Almighty has delivered you in the past and on his promises of new life with him in Jesus Christ.
Every firstborn child of the Egyptians died but the Israelites children were spared because the blood of the lamb had been placed on their doorposts. So begins the story of redemption, which is the central theme of the Bible. Thus Jesus says,”Verily, verily, I say unto you, if anyone keeps my word, he or she shall not see death forever.”  The same angel that destroyed the first-born of the Egyptians demolished their idols, which were no less dear to them. For the protection of Israel from this plague they were ordered to sprinkle the blood of the lamb upon the door-posts, and by doing as they were commanded, God Almighty accepted it as an instance of their faith in the divine warnings and their obedience to the divine precepts. If in times of common calamity God will secure his own people, and set a mark upon them; they shall be hidden either in heaven or under heaven, preserved from the stroke of judgments and from the sting of everlasting death. The blood of sprinkling is the saint’s security in times of common calamity; it is this that marks them for God, pacifies their conscience, and gives them boldness to approach  the throne of grace, and so becomes a wall of protection round them and a wall of partition between them and the children of this world.
37-39. The total number of people leaving Egypt is estimated to have been about two to six million. The mixed multitude may have been Egyptians and other nationals who were drawn to the Hebrew Israelites faith by God’s mighty work and who decided to leave Egypt with them. Some perhaps willing to leave their country, because it was laid waste by the plagues, and to seek their fortune, as we may say, with the Israelites; others probably went out of curiosity, to see the solemnities of Israel’s sacrifice to their God and redeemer, which had been so much talked about, and expecting to see some more glorious appearances of their God to them in the wilderness, having seen such glorious appearances of their God for them in the field of Zoan in Egypt, (Psalm 78:12).
 
Probably the greatest part of this mixed multitude were but a rude unthinking mob, that followed the crowd they knew not why; just as many who claim to be Christians in the Churches today who know not the purpose of the Church of Jesus Christ. We afterwards find that they proved a snare to them (Numbers 11:4). It is probable that some were planted as spies in their midst who soon afterwards, understood that the children of Israel were to continue forty years in the wilderness, and never to go back to Egypt, that they returned to Egypt, and informed Pharaoh who then pursued after the Israelites to the Red Sea. There were always those among the Israelites that were not Israelites, just as there are many that are still hypocrites in the Church, who make a deal of mischief, but will be shaken off at last together with the effects of their error.
43-50. “No bone of the Passover lamb was to be broken.” According to the gospel of John 10:36, the Scripture was used to describe the condition of Jesus’ body on the cross after the crucifixion; not one of whose bones was broken. This is expressly said to be fulfilled in Jesus Christ (John 19:33, 39), denoting the unbroken spiritual strength of the Lord Jesus (Psalm 34:20). The sprinkling of the blood was typical. It was not enough that the blood of the lamb was shed, but it must be sprinkled, denoting the application of the merits of Jesus Christ’s death to our souls; by which we have received the atonement, (Romans 5:11). It was to be sprinkled with a bunch of hyssop dipped in the basin. The everlasting covenant, like the basin, in the conservatory of this blood, the benefits and privileges purchased by it are laid up for us there; faith is the bunch of hyssop by which we apply the promises to ourselves and the benefits of the blood of Jesus Christ laid up in them. Thus, Jesus Christ fulfilled the type; he was the first Passover Lamb.
All the congregation of Israel of God Almighty must keep it. All that share in God’s mercies should join in thankful praises for them. Though it was observed in families apart, yet it is looked upon as the act of the whole congregation also known as the Body of Jesus Christ; for the smaller communities constituted the greater. The New-Testament Passover, the Lord’s Supper, ought not to be neglected by all who are capable of celebrating it. He or she is unworthy the name of an Israelite or a Christian that can contentedly neglect the commemoration of so great a deliverance. In verses  43,  45,  48 of this chapter, we read that no stranger that was uncircumcised at heart might be admitted to eat of the Passover. None might sit at the table but those that came in by the door; nor may any now approach to the improving ordinance of the Lord’s Supper who has not first submitted to the precepts of God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 11:23-30).
We must be born again by the Word so we can be nourished by it (John 14:15:16-18). Nor shall any partake of the benefit of Jesus Christ’s sacrifice, or feast upon it, who are not first circumcised in their heart, (Colossians 2:11). Any stranger that was circumcised at heart might be welcome to eat of the Passover also known as the Lord’s Supper, even servants. If, by circumcision, they would make themselves members of the people of God or the Body of Jesus Christ, they were welcome to share in the joy of its solemn feasts, and not otherwise. Only it is intimated that those who were masters of families must not only be circumcised themselves, but have all their males and their households circumcised at heart too. If in sincerity, and with that zeal that is required and deserves, we give up ourselves to God, we shall with ourselves give up all we have to him, and do our utmost that all ours may be his too. 
Here in verses 48, 49, and 50 we noted an early indication that it has always been the intension of God Almighty to save the Gentiles that are described here as the stranger(s), if circumcised at heart, they stand upon the same level with the home-born Israelites who must as well be circumcised at heart. One law for both the home-born and the gentile that is circumcised at heart. This is great mortification to the self-styled Jew of our day, which should teach them that it is their dedication obedience to the true God Almighty, not their sojourning or their claim to descent from Abraham that entitled them to their privileges. Unlike the sojourning Jews of our day, the Hebrew Israelites who received this commandment had no difficulty accepting the ordinance. This was required of them to do before they were permitted to depart Egypt? When Miriam in her pride violated this ordinance, she was severely punished for it (Number 12:10). 

A sincere proselyte circumcised at heart was and is as welcome to the Passover as a home-born Israelite or believer in Jesus Christ, (Isaiah 56:6, 7). In one house shall the Passover meal be eaten, for good-fellowship sake, that they might rejoice together, and edify one another in the eating of it. None of it must be carried to another place, nor left to another time; for God would not have them so taken up with care about their departure as to be indisposed to take the comfort of it. The goal or the future for them is to leave Egypt, and enter into the wilderness, with cheerfulness, and, in token of that, to eat a good hearty meal. But in the papists’ religious system, we find them carrying their Babylonian consecrated host from house to house which is not only superstitious in itself, but contrary to this typical law of the Passover, which directed that no part of the lamb should be carried abroad. We conclude with the observation that the children of Israel did as they were bidden, which was their own part of the bargain, and God did for them as he promised for he will certainly be the author of salvation to those that obey him.
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