Sabbath Day Sermon of April 6th, 2019.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop
Jesus Predicts his Death the Second Time
Mark 9: 30-50
At this time Jesus took some time off from public appearance to adequately train his disciples in depth. He knew the importance of equipping them to carry on when he returned to heaven. It takes time to learn. Deep spiritual growth is not instant, regardless of the quality of experience of teaching. If even the disciples needed to lay aside their work periodically in order to learn from the Master, how much more do we need to alternate working and learning.
The common excuses by most Christians are as such: “I have a lot of work to do, I don’t have time, or I am very tired” does not cut it.Jesus says, “My Father works, and I work (John 5:17). A true Christian is a soldier, the battle is raging and you cannot stop in the middle of the battle and drink tea. Not Now! (Revelation 12:12).
30-33. Leaving Caesarea Philippi, Jesus began his last tour through the region of Galilee. Here he tells them of the conspiracy of the Pharisees to betray him, and that he will be delivered into the hands of evil men, and they shall torture and kill him, and that after he is killed, he shall rise again on the third day, not before. His disciples did not appear to understand what he was saying. 
Read more on the plan to kill Jesus:
http://www.hsapm.org/godplannedjesusdeath.html
If you ask, “Why was Jesus’ disciples afraid to ask him about his prediction of his death? They were afraid to ask him because they did not want to see the repetition of what happened to Peter in chapter 8 verse 33. It is possible that in their minds, they probably wondered why Jesus seemed to morbidly preoccupied with his death. Actually it was the disciples who were wrongly preoccupied constantly thinking about the kingdom they hoped Jesus would bring and their positions in it. If Jesus died, the kingdom as they imagined it could not come. Consequently they preferred not to talk about his predictions of his death. In their minds, whatever that will cause Jesus’ death should rather be imagined than expressed.
34-37. Here we observe his disciples, caught up in their constant struggle for personal success, were embarrassed to answer Jesus’ question on what was it they were disputing among themselves. It is always painful to compare our motives with Jesus Christ’s. It is not wrong for believers to be industrious and ambitious, but when ambition pushes obedience and service to one side, it becomes sin. 
Pride or insecurity can cause us to overvalue position and prestige. In God Almighty’s Kingdom such motives are destructive. The only safe ambition is for Jesus Christ’s Kingdom, not our own advancement.Jesus taught his disciples and us to welcome and speak up for children. This was a new approach in a society where children were treated as second-class citizens, and made to pass through the fire; that is, sacrificing children  to Baal as in America’s abortion chambers (Deuteronomy 18:10). Today, there this rumor those children sacrificed in the abortion chambers are used in our food manufacturing. Can you imagine how much depravity there is in our so called civilized society?
38-40. The disciples were jealous of a man who healed in Jesus’ name because they were more concerned about their own group’s position than in helping to free those troubled by devils. We do the same today when we refuse to participate in worthy causes based on true biblical principles because they are not affiliated with our denomination or division.

Jesus was not saying that being indifferent or neutral toward him is as good as being committed. As Jesus explained in Matthew 12:30, “he that is not with me is against me.” So you do not have to say it that you hate Jesus and his people to proof it. If you do not believe in Jesus, you are automatically against him and his people, and cannot be trusted. In both cases, Jesus was pointing out that neutrality toward him is not possible. Meaning that if you do not believe in Jesus, you certainly have satan as your father. Anyone that is not a child of God Almighty in Jesus, belongs to satan and he or she is at will do the work of satan.
Nevertheless, those who follow Jesus Christ will not all resemble each other or belong to the same groups. People who are on Jesus Christ’s side have the same goal of building up the Kingdom God Almighty, and they should not allow their differences to interfere with this. Those who share a common faith in Jesus Christ should cooperate as brothers and sisters. People do not have to know us in person to be following Jesus Christ with us. Anyone who is in Jesus Christ, a brother or sister wherever they may be on earth.
41-47. In Luke 9:48 Jesus says, “He that is least among you all, the same shall be great.” In Jesus’ eyes, whoever welcome a child welcomes Jesus Christ; giving a cup of cold water to one in need is the same as giving an offering to God Almighty. By contrast, harming others or failing to care for them is a sin, even if they are unimportant people in the world’s eyes. It is possible for thoughtless, selfish people to gain a measure of worldly greatness, but enduring greatness is measured by God Almighty’s standards. How do you measure greatness? Is it by personal unselfish service, or by personal achievement? 
42. If you ask, “How much caution must we take against harming little ones in faith. Jesus followers must be extremely cautious of giving bad examples to anyone. This should apply to what we do individually as teachers and to what we allow in our Christian homes,in the Congregation, and in our fellowship with one another. Indeed, it would be better to cut off an arm or leg and enter heaven maimed than to give scandal to others and be thrown into hell. True Christians must keep watch over their thoughts and actions to be sure they are always motivated by love in everything do and say (1 Corinthians 13). However, we also have the responsibility to confront flagrant sin in the homes, workplace, and within the Congregation.

43. Jesus stresses the importance of cutting sin out of our lives. Painful self-discipline is required of his true followers. Giving up a relationship, job, or habit that is against God Almighty’s will may seem just as painful as cutting off a hand. To enter the Kingdom of heaven, our high goal must worth any sacrifice; Jesus Christ is worth any possible loss. Nothing should stand in the way of faith in Jesus Christ. The Christian must be ruthless in removing sin from his or her life, and the time is now in order to avoid suffering for eternity. My friends, you ought to make your choices from an eternal perspective. 
44-50. To make sure no one misses this warning, Jesus used these strange words to picture the seriousness and of the eternal consequences of sin: “Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.” In the Old Testament, worms and fire represented both internal and external pain. Nothing could be worse.The point that Jesus was trying to make is that we must put ourselves to pain now, that we may not bring ourselves to ruin; self must be denied, that it may not be destroyed. The necessity of doing this,the flesh must be mortified, that we may enter into life, into the kingdom of God Almighty. 
Though, by abandoning sin, we may, for the present, feel ourselves as if we were halt and maimed; it may seem to be a force put upon ourselves, and may create us some uneasiness. Yet it is for life; and all that people have, they will give for their lives: it is for a kingdom, the kingdom of God Almighty, which we cannot otherwise obtain. These halts andmaims will be the marks of the Lord Jesus, and will be in that kingdom scars of honor (Romans 8:12-18).
Jesus says, “salt is good, but if the salt have lost his saltiness, wherewith you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and have peace one with another.” Here Jesus used salt to illustrate three qualities that should be found in whomever claims to be a Christian: (1) you must remember God Almighty’s faithfulness, just as salt when used with a sacrifice it recalled God Almighty’s covenant with his people (Leviticus 2:13). (2) You must make a difference in the “flavor” of the world in which we live, just as salt changes meat’s flavor (Matthew 5:13). (3) You must counteract the moral decay in society, just as salt preserves food from decay. When we lose this desire to “salt” the earth with the love and message of God Almighty, we become useless to Jesus Christ.
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