Sabbath Day Sermon of April 5, 2014

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

A Righteous Person’s Way of Life                       
A wise son or daughter would listen to not only his or her natural godly parents’ instructions, but also to his or her heavenly Father’s instructions. A child who scorns his or her godly parents’ instructions and the Word of God would take no advice. Another way of saying this is that, among the children of the same parents it is no new thing for some to be hopeful and others the contrary. We learn here that there is great hope of those that have a reverence for their godly parents, and are willing to be advised and admonished by them. He or she is a wise son or daughter, and is in a far way to be wiser, that hears his or her father’s instructions, desires to hear it, regards it, and complies with it, and does not merely give it the hearing. There is little hope of those that will not so much as hear rebuke with any patience, but scorn to submit to the Word of God and scoff at those that deal faithfully with them. How can those mend a fault who will not be told of it, but count those their enemies who do them that kindness?

A person is regarded in many ways by spoken words; but the soul of those who transgress in what they say shall meet with violence. If you have not mastered self-control, if you do not control what you say, you should know that words can cut and destroy? “The tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things” (James 3:5-6).  If you wish to be self-controlled, begin with your tongue and think before you react or speak. The Bible tells us that, “Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof” (Proverbs 18:21).  If you can control your tongue which is a small but powerful member of your body, you can control the rest of your body.

4–10. Misery and shame attend the lazy, happiness and honor come to the diligent. Choose wisely and well, that is, get God Almighty involved in your decision making. Tell him what you would like to do first before you jump into it, and you will not fail. He who has little and pretends to have much and lives as though he did. This not only hurts his or her family, but brings reproach on God in whom he professes to believe. However, a person who has much, but pretends to have little, he or she lives a misery life and chooses to bury his wealth rather than use it. His pretense shows lack of gratitude to God as he fails to use what God has given, it is an injustice to his loved ones who suffer under his meanness, and a lack of charity toward the poor whom he could easily help. Both attitudes are wrong and are condemned in the Scriptures.
Every choice for righteousness sets into motion other opportunities for godly good. Evil choices follow the same pattern, but in the opposite direction, sometimes known as the greater good. Each choice you make in obedience to God’s Word will bring a greater sense of order to your life, while each choice made in disobedience will bring confusion and destruction. The choices you make will shape your integrity. Obedient choices will bring the greatest safety and security.

Some wealthy people are poor because they are spiritually bankrupt, while some poor people are wealthy in contentment and satisfaction. Money brings opportunities and power, but it also has many negative side effects. A full life of learning in the Word of God, loving, and serving is better than a life full of money without the knowledge of God. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, and the knowledge of God in Jesus Christ is to have true wisdom. The poor hear not rebuke, are not censured, reproached, accused, nor brought into trouble, as the rich are; for nobody thinks it worthwhile to take notice of them.
11-16. The wealth of a wicked person has a curse attached to it, and a person who has secured his or her wealth wrongly is likely to spend it in equally sinful ways. It will be taken from him or her at last. Wealth of honest persons, accumulated by hardwork and honesty, will increase, and the person who gives to whoever has need is blessed of God. 
The background of the wisdom message is the legacy of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Amos. These prophets have no doubt that to serve God a person must live a good life. Equally they have no doubt that if the person does live a righteous and good life, he or she will be rewarded in this world and in the Kingdom of God, or be punished in the Lake of Fire if the person lived wickedly. The character of one that is marked for ruin: A person who despises the word of God, and has no regard to it, no veneration for it, nor will be ruled by it, certainly he or she shall be destroyed, for he or she slights that which is the only means of curing a destructive disease and makes himself obnoxious to that divine wrath which will certainly be his or her destruction. However, it is this belief that righteous living is a paying proposition that gives to the wisdom message its character, that is, the belief that a morally righteous action is one that helps the greatest number of people. The Bible tells us “And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars forever and ever” (Daniel 12:2-3). 
The sensible person is the man or woman who does what is righteous, the fool is the man or woman who does what is unrighteous, not so much from the point of view of the wrongness of the act, but because evil doing is invariably followed by retribution. So it is that we must do righteously and prosper, do evil and suffer for it.  Yet, it is altogether just to question such motive for right conduct? Since this is a rational world and the Mind behind it is not only rational but righteous, that is, because there is indeed an ethical undertone in the universe, then the person who allies himself or herself with the knowledge and wisdom of God is surely not to be scoffed at. This person does what is right because he or she believes that the nature of the world is such that in the ordinary course of events living righteously will pay.
“I was wrong” or “I need help” are difficult phrases to utter because they require humility. Pride is an ingredient in every quarrel. It stirs up conflict and divides people. Humility, by contrast, heals and guards against pride. If you find yourself constantly arguing, examine yourself for pride. Be open to the advice of others who have received the truth of God Almighty, ask for help when you need it, and be willing to admit your mistakes.  God who created us, knows us, and loves us. It only makes sense, then to listen to his instructions and do what he says. The Bible is God’s unfailing Word to us. It is like an owner’s manual to a car. If you obey God’s instructions, you will “run right” and find his kind of power to live. If you ignore them, you are doomed to breakdown, accidents and failures.
17–19. “A wicked messenger falleth into mischief; but a faithful ambassador is health.” Who is a wicked messenger, and who is the good one? Jesus says that, “Not everyone that saith unto me Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he or she that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many wicked ambassadors who hold My truth in unrighteousness will say to me in that day of judgment, Lord, Lord have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity” (Matthew 7:21-23).
“Hope deferred maketh the heart sick,” that is, there can be no hope unless there is also a desire for that which one wants. Along with desire there must be expectancy. The absence of either of these elements means true hope is not present, when the desire cometh, it is tree of life, that is, “but when deaths come true at last, there is life and joy” or, “but a desire fulfilled is a tree of life.” In other words, hope quite dashed kills the heart, and the more high the expectation was raised the more cutting is the frustration of it. It is therefore our wisdom not to promise ourselves any great matters from the creature, not to feed ourselves with any vain hopes from this world, lest we lay up matter for our own vexation; and what we do hope for let us prepare to be disappointed in, that, if it should prove so, it may prove the easier; and let us not be hasty. 
Nothing is more grateful than to enjoy that, at last, which we have long hoped and waited for: When the desire does come it puts men into a sort of paradise, a garden of pleasure, for it is a tree of life. It will aggravate the eternal misery of the wicked that their hopes will be frustrated; and it will make the happiness of heaven the more welcome to the saints that it is what they have earnestly longed for as the crown of their hopes. Faith in what we desire from God is based in our conviction on past experience that God will keep his promise to us. However, whether a “desire accomplished” is good or bad depends on the nature of the desire. It is “sweet to the soul” to achieve worthwhile goals, but not all goals are worth pursuing to the end. This is the more reason that you need to plan with God and set your desires according to his Word. Because when you set your heart on something, you may lose your ability to assess it objectively if God is not working with you on it. Your desire can blind your judgment, and you may proceed with an unwise relationship, a wasteful purchase, or a poorly conceived plan. Faithfulness is a virtue, but stubbornness is not. 

Why should we live righteously and love goodness? Admittedly to live righteously and love goodness from a love of God is to live and act on a higher level.  The man or woman who believes that justice is so inherent in the nature of things and that righteousness and goodness is bound to prove a good investment is not to be mocked, but rather should be emulated. The substance of the entire message is condemnation of wrongdoing in all its ramifications, which the scriptures equate with folly. The ‘fool’ in the message is not the ignoramus, but the man or woman who flies into rages, who idles his or her life away, who gathers goods by dishonest means, who is a prey to his own lusts. Much of the moralizing of the message of Proverbs is prosy, yet it is the ordinary unspectacular virtues that the moralist is concerned: Kindness, diligence, honest, chastity and sobriety are the warp and woof of character whether it be that of the plain person or the true haloed saints of God. These are the byproducts of a righteous living as taught by Jesus Christ. Behind such simple but fundamental morality lies the Christian principle: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of Knowledge.” Trust in God and do the right.” Now a closer look at wisdom itself as a subject, we see that Wisdom itself is the manifestation of God himself (Prov. 3:19-20).  In Job 28:12-28, we can see the breeding ground of Apostle Paul’s ultimate equation of the Wisdom of God with Jesus Christ, and of John’s conception of the ‘Word’ (1 Corinthians 1:24: John 1:1-14).
20-23. A person is known by the company he or she keeps. Good people do not keep company with bad people, that is, make them their intimate friends lest they be contaminated. The wise will walk with the wise and each will improve the other. To consort with evildoers is a form of debauchery. The old saying, “A rotten apple spoils the barrel” is often applied to friendship, and with good reason. Our friends and associates affect us, sometimes profoundly. You are to be careful who you choose as your closet friends. Spend time with people you want to be like, because you and your friends will surely grow to resemble each other. Do not take pride in the lifestyle of an unbeliever, especially a close relative or an acquaintance.

When you have a problem, your friends would probably not be the best people to go to first. If you ask why? Well it is that your friends will accept you and usually will agree with you. That is why your friends are not the people to first go to with difficult problems, because your friends may not have any answers you have not already heard. Instead you should seek out older and wiser people to advise you. Wise people have experienced a lot in life, and have succeeded. They are not afraid to tell the truth. Who are the wise, godly people who can warn you of the pitfalls ahead? They are those godly people who have the fear of the Lord and have attained godly wisdom.
In our society poor people are often victims of injustice. A poor man’s soil may be good, but unjust laws may rob the person of his or her own produce. Unjust laws are purposely set against the righteous to deliberately provoke and to discourage him or her from continuing with righteous living. This passage of the proverb does not take poverty lightly or wink at injustice, it simply describes what often occurs. We should do what we can to fight injustice of every sort. Our efforts may seem inadequate of every sort, but it is comforting to know that in the end God’s justice will prevail against all injustice.
24-25. Parents are enjoined to (1) love their children (Timothy 2:4), (2) bring them to Jesus Christ (Matthew 19:13, 14), (3) train them up for their Father in heaven (Proverbs 22:6; Ephesians 6:1-4), (4) instruct them in God’s Word (Deuteronomy 4:9; 11:19; Isaiah 38:19), (5) bless them (Genesis 48:15; Hebrews 11:21), (6) discipline them (Proverbs 13:24), (7) provide for them (2 Corinthians 12:14; 1 Timothy 5:8), and (8) not treat them shabbily or provoke them (Ephesians 6:4; Colossian 3:21). In these verses you will learn that the greatest responsibility God gives parents is the nurture and guidance of their children. Lack of disciple puts parents’ love in question because it shows a lack of concern for the character development of their children. Disciplining children averts long-range disaster. Without correction, children grow up with no clear understanding of right and wrong and little direction to their lives. Parents you should not be afraid to discipline your children. It is an act of love. Remember, however, that your efforts cannot make your children wise; they can only encourage your children to seek God’s wisdom above all else. No doubt, a righteous person eats to live, that he or she may seek the righteousness of the Kingdom of heaven, while the evil person lives to eat, that he or she may steal and kill like his or her master Satan.
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