Sabbath Day Sermon of April 4th, 2020
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Putting On The Lord Jesus Christ

Galatians 3:27

Just like a good number of people out there who claim to be Christians today, the Galatians had the cross of Jesus Christ preached to them. When they received Jesus Christ, they were given the Spirit by faith, not by the works of the law. Here Apostle Paul warns them not to go back to the law when they had started in the Spirit by faith, without the law. Some of the Galatians believers may have been to Jerusalem at Pentecost and received the Holy Spirit there. They knew that they hadn’t received God Almighty’s Spirit by obeying the Jewish tradition “Made perfect by the flesh,” meaning trying to reach maturity by mere human effort. 

Paul stresses that just as we were saved by faith in Jesus Christ, so also we grow by faith in Jesus Christ. The Galatians took a step backward when they decided to insist on keeping the traditional laws of the Jews. The Christian must realize that we grow spiritually because God Almighty works in us by His Spirit, not by following special rules and rituals. Today most people who have come to Jesus Christ know they received the Holy Spirit when they believed, not when they obeyed the Law. But for some reason, these people still feel insecure in their faith because faith alone seems too easy. So they try to get closer to God Almighty by following rules and performing rituals. However, as Christians, our focus must be on Jesus Christ as the center of our faith not on works.

The Judaizers seem to be the ones who had brought the confusion and caused the set back among the Galatians believers, arguing that Gentiles had to become Jews to become Christians. Apostle Paul exposed the flaw in their argument by showing that real children of Abraham are those who have faith, not those who keep the traditional law. Abraham himself was saved by his faith (Genesis 15:6; 16:4:15; 17:1). If you ask, “Why was this happening to the Galatians, who had started so well in their walk with Jesus? In our viewpoint, Satan’s strategy of proximity explains the effect the teachings of the Judaizers had on the Galatians even after they have received Jesus Christ. Understanding how Satan uses the strategy of proximity to undermine the Christian community will be in our future study to help us come terms why some Christians diminish in their Christian living even after having been born again.

10-23. People fall under the established curse of God Almighty who has given us the law. No one has ever been able to keep the whole law of God Almighty, so all fall under the condemnation of God Almighty. The breaking of a single commandment makes a person guilty of having broken the whole law of God Almighty. A person could be saved if he or she kept the whole law of God Almighty. But since all people sin and fall short of the glory of God Almighty, another way had to be found if people were to be saved. Jesus Christ became a curse for us, and by faith in him, believers are redeemed from the curse of the law. Jesus in His death on the cross as a curse for us was the victor; He was not a victim as some priests would want you to believe. 

The Law has two functions. On the positive side, it reveals the nature and will of God Almighty and shows people how to live. On the negative side, it points out people’s sins and shows them that it’s impossible to please God Almighty by trying to obey all his laws completely. An example is God Almighty’s promise to Abraham which dealt with his faith; the Law focuses on actions. The covenant with Abraham shows that faith is the only way to be saved; the Law then shows how to obey him. Faith does not annul the Law, but the more we know God Almighty, the more we see how sinful we are. Then we are driven to depend on our faith in Jesus Christ alone for our salvation.
We are encouraged not to shrink from our faith in times of persecution, but to show by our endurance that our faith is real. Faith means resting in what Jesus Christ has done for you in the past, but it also means trusting him for what he will do for you in the present and the future. It was the Holy Spirit, who raised Jesus Christ from the dead, gives life to sinners who are dead in their trespasses and raises them from their spiritual deadness. Both Apostle Paul and Bishop James agree in their teachings that regenerated children of God Almighty must live differently. Faith without works is a dead faith, for the faith quickens those who have it, and their lives manifest that change by the way they think and live.

The Holy Spirit itself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God Almighty. The world of the un-regenerated cannot understand what is taught here. The great certainty of our salvation comes from the witness of the Holy Spirit with our spirits. Whoever has not experienced this cannot understand it. We as Christians can only seek to get the unbelieving world to try it themselves by receiving Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 

The children of God Almighty are those who have received Jesus Christ and have been regenerated, for “to all who received him, he gave the right to become children of God Almighty (John 1:12). You must understand this that no one by nature is a child of God Almighty, but sinners can become saints and be adopted into the family of God Almighty as sons and daughters through the new birth (John 3:5,6; 14:15-17). True believers are joint-heirs with Jesus Christ. He is our elder brother. All that belongs to Him belongs also to those who are his brothers and sisters through redemption.
24-26. God Almighty’s law is good but cannot save. It is designed to show humans their deficiencies, but it cannot deliver them from the curse of sin. It enlightens them but does not empower them. It reveals what they ought to be like and tells what they ought to do, but it cannot make them what they should be or give them the strength to do what they know they should do. Salvation by keeping the law would be salvation by works because God Almighty has ordained that salvation shall be of grace without works. Moreover, since no man can keep the law, works fall short concerning saving efficacy.

The law is like disciplinarian whose task it was to take children to school, make sure they paid attention, to discipline them when necessary, and to see to their moral and physical safety. The monitor insured discipline and restraint in the young person’s life until that individual reached the age or gained the skill of self-disciple and self-restraint. Like the monitor, the Law provided discipline and restraint until Jesus Christ came and made authentic self-restraint and self-control possible. The Law teaches us the need for salvation; God Almighty’s grace gives us that salvation. The Old Testament still applies today. In it, God Almighty reveals his nature, his will for man, his moral laws, and guidelines for living.

“Neither Jew nor Greek, neither male nor female,” meaning all who believe are baptized into Jesus Christ; in Him, there are no distinctions. Jews, Hebrews, and Gentiles can come to Him with no distinctions. So can males and females. So can dark-skinned, Caucasian, brown, green and yellow people. So can slave and master. Earthly distinctions, however, do not disappear when salvation comes. According to this good news, we all are one in Jesus Christ. Differences are not important; don’t bother about them if idolatry is not involved. Because in heaven national barriers, sexual discrimination, and all other biases will cease. For all that is in Jesus Christ are Abraham’s children, and heirs according to the promise of God Almighty.

27-29. the word that is here translated “put on,” is the same that is used regarding putting on clothes. If you have received Jesus Christ into your life, then you have put on “the new man or woman,” and you now have the new nature as a worn garment, through which all can see who you are in Jesus Christ. Paul says of the Christian when he or she has confessed Jesus Christ at Baptism that he or she has put on Jesus Christ. As a man or woman may be recognized by the garment he or she wears, so the true Christian is known as one who has put on Jesus Christ, and exhibits Him in his whole life and character.
Again, Paul says, “Put on the Lord Jesus Christ.” Not alone at conversion but from day to day. As you put on your clothes each day and being seen in them, so the Christian must daily put on the Lord Jesus so that he or she no longer lives after the flesh to fulfill its lusts but shows forth the image of his or her Lord and the new man formed in His likeness.

My friends, you ought to put on Jesus Christ. This work must be done each day in the inner chamber, in your heart: “I must put on the Lord, the heavenly Jesus.” But weal need time to put on Jesus Christ. As your garments cover you and protect you from wind and sun, even so, Jesus Christ will be your beauty, your defense, and your joy. As you commune with Him in prayer, He imparts Himself to you, and strengthens you to walk as one who is in Him, and bound to Him forever.

We as true Christians must take time to meditate on this wonderful truth. Just as your clothing is a necessity as you go out into the world, let it be equally indispensable for you to put on Jesus Christ to abide in Him and walk with Him all day. If a Christian cannot put on Jesus Christ daily, the Christian has no chance of surviving what the devil has in wait for him or her. Because on an individual basis, the devil has 1000 demons working against the Christian’s faith, and 10,000 demons working against the Christian’s strength. This is clearly stated in King David’s prayer in Psalm 91:7. It was his closeness to the Lord that defeated those 11,000 demon angels that fell on his right hand and his left hand. They were sent to report on him and destroy him, but they were defeated because he was clothed with the Lord Jesus Christ.
If you feel that to put on Jesus Christ cannot be done hastily and superficially, yes, it takes time, it takes quiet time in living fellowship with Jesus Christ, to realize that you have put Him on. If you will take the time and the trouble, our reward in Jesus Christ will be great. Then will those demons assigned by Satan to report on you, to work against your faith and your strength will be kept at bay, 100o falling on your right hand and 10,000 falling on your left hand.
Here we observe, the great and excellent privilege which true Christians enjoy under the Gospel: They are the children of God Almighty; they are no longer accounted servants, but sons; they are not now kept at such a distance, and under such restraints, as the Jews were, but are allowed a nearer and freer access to God Almighty than was granted to them; yea, they are admitted into the number, and have a right to all the privileges, of his children. How they come to obtain this privilege and that is by faith in Jesus Christ. Having accepted him as their Lord and Savior, and relying on him alone for justification and salvation, they are hereupon admitted into this happy relation to God Almighty and are entitled to the privileges of it. 

“For as many as received him, to them gave He the power to become the sons of God, even to those that believe in his name (John 1:12).” And this faith in Jesus Christ, whereby they became the children of God Almighty, Paul reminds us, was what they professed in baptism; for he adds, “As many of you as having been baptized into Jesus Christ have put on Jesus Christ. Having in baptism professed their faith in him, they were thereby devoted to him, and had, as it were, put on his livery, and declared themselves to be his servants and disciples; and having thus become the members of the body of Christ, they were through him owned and accounted as the children of God Almighty. Here we note that, first, Baptism is now the solemn rite of our admission into the Christian Community, as circumcision was into that of the Jews. Our Lord Jesus appointed it to be so, in the commission he gave to his apostles (Matthew 28:19), and accordingly, it was their practice to baptize those whom they disciple to the Christian faith.
That, being Jesus Christ’s, we are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. Their Judaizing teachers would have them believe that they must be circumcised and keep the law of Moses, or they could not be saved: "No,’’ says the apostle, "there is no need of that; for if you be Jesus Christ’s if you sincerely believe on him, who is the promised seed, in whom all the nations of the earth were to be blessed, you, therefore, become the true seed of Abraham, the father of the faithful; and as such are heirs according to the promise, and consequently are entitled to the great blessings and privileges of it.’’ 

Therefore upon the whole, since it appeared that justification was not to be attained by the works of the law, but only by faith in Jesus Christ. That the law of Moses was a temporary institution and was given for such purposes as were only subservient to and not subversive of the promise. That now, under the gospel, Christians enjoy much greater and better privileges than the Jews did under that dispensation. We conclude that the Galatians Christians were very unreasonable and unwise, in hearkening to those who at once endeavored to deprive them of the truth and liberty of the gospel. And under Satan’s strategy of proximity, the Judaizers were his tools to influence and ridicule the Galatians Christian community’s way of life to beguile them of their reward in Jesus Christ.
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Test your Knowledge on the Roman Catholic religion’s Esoteric Ceremonies
Q: What is Congele Rites of the Roman Catholic Church? [Invocation of the dead to join them]

Q: What is the Litany of the Saints in the Roman Catholic Church? [Invocation of the dead saints]

Q: Who is Marie Maguela in the Roman Catholic Church? Jeremiah 7:18. [The Babylonian Isis]

Q: What is the Raquen Mass of the Roman Catholic Church? [Transubstantiation-killing of Jesus again]

Q: What is the purpose of Ash Wednesday in the Roman Catholic Church? [The Spell of witchcraft]

Q: Who are honored in the Eucharist in the Roman Catholic Church?  [Isis Horus Seb]

A: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7v2_wmZWhpA[YouTubePlay at 0.75 or 0.5 speed] by initiated Catholics, Jonas De Likasi, Jean Mark Mutombo, and Felicien Mulopo.
