Sabbath Day Sermon of April 4, 2015, 2015.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Road to Calvary – Part 1
Mark Chapter 12

This journey began with a parable of the wicked tenant farmer that was applied to the Judaean nation for its rejection of God’s Messiah. Jesus warned of the dire consequences of this decision not only were they to be cast out, their inheritance as people of God was to be given over to Gentiles, who were offered the kingdom the Judaeans had rejected.
What are parables? Parables are story illustrations that are use something familiar to help us understand something new. This method of teaching compels listeners to discover truth for themselves. The message would always get through only to those who are willing to listen and learn. In this parable of the vineyard, the lord of the vineyard is God Almighty himself, the vineyard is the nation of Israel; the husbandman are Israel’s religious leaders; the servants are the prophets and priests who remained faithful to Almighty God; the Son is Jesus; and the others are the Gentiles. By telling this story, Jesus exposed the religious leaders’ plot to kill him and warned that their sins would be punished. Israel pictured as a vineyard was the nation God had cultivated to bring salvation to the world. The religious leaders not only frustrated their nation’s purpose, they also killed those trying to fulfill it. Even in our day this consorted effort to lead people away from God and his Son Jesus Christ and kill the faithful by religious leaders who are masquerading themselves as Christian leaders is still very much in the play today than ever.
10-17. The stone which the builders rejected, these are words from Ps. 118:22, Tradition has it that when the temple was being constructed all of the stones were hewed out before-hand and assembled on the site of the temple; but there was one stone for which there appeared to be no place. It was discarded. Later it was found to be the chief cornerstone. Jesus referred to himself as the stone rejected by the builders. Although he would be rejected by most of the Judaean leaders, he would become the cornerstone of a new “building.” The Congregation of God and his Son Jesus Christ (Acts 4:11, 12). If you ask, what is the use of the cornerstone? Well the cornerstone is used as a base to make sure the other stones of the building were straight and level. Likewise, Jesus’ life and teaching would be his new Congregation’s foundation.
 The Herodians were a political party that attached itself to Herod’s dynasty. Archelaus, Herod’s son, became the ethnarch of Judaea but was deposed in A.D., and replaced by Roman governors. The Herodians wanted the return of the Herodian dynasty to Judaea. Both the Herodians and the Pharisees joined forces against Jesus, whom they considered their greatest enemy. Their alliance was one of convenience; their sole purpose was to dispose of Jesus.

In an effort to trap him, Jesus enemies wanted to deliver him over to the power and authority of the Roman government. They could not put him to death as Jesus had prophesied, but the governor could. They wanted to be informers against him. They were spies who pretended to be honest men. They asked whether it was lawful for the free-born sons of Abraham to pay tribute to Caesar. If Jesus said it was wrong, they would deliver him to the Roman government for treason. If he said it was right, the Judaeans would be angry, for they thought the Messiah should free them from Roman’s yoke. The questioners admitted that the coin they gave Jesus had Caesar’s image on it. Thus he was telling them that they should have asked whether it was right to pay and receive Caesars money and use it as an instrument of commerce. Since they did this, they ought to pay tribute to the one who gave them this convenience and whose money had value. Therefore, render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s. But the Judaeans were not to be bound to Caesar’s religion, for only God has the authority to say, “Give me your heart.”
18-34.  The relationship between the Pharisees and the Sadducees were made to look like they opposed each other, just like we have today in our country, the Democrats and the Republicans. But in reality they are one in the sense that they are separate only in their roles, the Pharisees controlled religion while the Sadducees controlled the money and business.  The fact that they were one party could be seen when it comes to Jesus. Because they were in league with each other to rid themselves of him. The Sadducees did not believe in the resurrection of the dead, yet they asked Jesus a question which had no significance whatever if there was no such resurrection. Their question was dishonest and had for its purpose the entrapment of Jesus.

They supposed that perhaps their question could not be answered by Jesus and that this would further their cause against the doctrine of the bodily resurrection, which Jesus taught so plainly. This was the reason they purposefully multiplied the number of the brothers who seemed to have died off so quickly after one another that had married this one woman. Their design was to expose the doctrine of the resurrection; for they suppose that if there be a future state, it must be such a one as this, and then the doctrine, they think, is clogged either with this invincible absurdity, that a woman in that state must have seven husbands, or else with this insolvable difficulty, whose wife must she be. We note with what subtlety these heretics undermine the truth; they do not deny it, nor say, There can be no resurrection; no, they do not seem to doubt of it, nor say, “If there be a resurrection, whose wife shall she be?” as the devil said to Jesus Christ, “If thou be the Son of God.” But, as though these beasts of the field were more subtle than the serpent himself, they pretend to own the truth, as if they were not Sadducees, no not they; who said that they denied the resurrection? They take it for granted that there is a resurrection, and would be thought to desire instruction concerning it, when really they are designing to give a fatal stab, and think that they shall do it. But as usual the Son of God used Scripture to support his answer and left them confounded. 
“You know not the Scripture,” Jesus here asserts that the Old Testament teaches about the resurrection, and those who read the Scriptures should have known it. My friend, you are responsible for all that the Bible contains whether you know it or not. Many people have Bibles that might as well have blank pages, for they are never read.  Again, Jesus provides an interpretation we might easily miss. The difference is between “I am” and “I was.” The verb tense makes all the difference in the world. “I was” would have meant that Abraham and the faithful fathers were dead; “I am” means they are alive in paradise and God is still their God. So will all those who died in Jesus Christ, alive in paradise and Jesus Christ still their Lord and Savior.
Those who would banter the doctrine of the resurrection as some do in our age, would be thought the only knowing men, because the only free thinkers, when really they are the fools in Israel, and the most enslaved and, prejudiced thinkers in the world. Do ye not therefore err? Ye cannot but be sensible of it yourselves, and that the cause of your error is, because ye do not know the scriptures. Not but that the Sadducees had read the scriptures, and perhaps were ready in them; yet they might be truly said not to know the scriptures, because they did not know the sense and meaning of them, but put false constructions upon them; or they did not receive the scriptures as the word of God, but set up their own corrupt reasonings in opposition to the scripture, and would believe nothing but what they could see. We noticed the same lack of the knowledge of the Scripture recently when the Pope spoke about one not able to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ without his church. Note that a right knowledge of the scripture, as the fountain where all revealed faith in God now flows, and the foundation on which it is built, is the best preservative against error. Keep the truth, the scripture-truth, and it shall keep thee. Because "Ye know not the power of God.”They could not but know that God is almighty, but they would not apply that doctrine to this matter, but gave up the truth to the objections of the impossibility of it, which would all have been answered, if they had but stuck to the doctrine of God’s omnipotence, to which nothing is impossible. This therefore which God hath spoken once, we are concerned to hear twice, to hear and believe, to hear and apply—that power belongs to God, (Ps. 62:11 ; Romans 4:19-21).
35-37. Here we note Jesus’ unanswerable question he posed to the so called religious leaders based on their teaching: “If David calls his son Lord, how then can he who is Lord be David’s son?”  The LORD said unto my Lord. We observe that the first use of the LORD in this verse means “The Almighty LORD God”; the second Lord means “Messiah.”  Therefore, Jesus as God was David’s Lord, and Jesus as man was David’s son. In his human nature he was the offspring of David as indicated in Revelation 22:16; in his divine nature he was the root of David. According to Jesus the scribes were defective in their teaching when they refused to explain what David meant when he called the Son of David Lord. 
The scribes did teach that the Messiah was to be the Son of David. Well and good. But they did not explain how and why David called that Son “Lord.” Obviously, by calling him Lord, David meant that the Son of David was the Son of God and as such was worthy of being his Lord. The Messiah is God, if David is to be believed; a truth not taught by the scribes even today. This incident is another one in which Jesus himself claimed to be God. 
38-44. Jesus warns about the teachers of religion which Phariseesm is then; today it is known as Judaism.  He accused the scribes of hypocrisy. The scribes or teachers of the law received no pay, so they depended upon the hospitality extended by devout Judaeans. Some of them used this custom to exploit people, cheating the poor out of everything they had and taking advantage of the rich. They acted pious to gain status, recognition, and respect.
Jesus warned against trying to make a good impression. True followers of Jesus are not distinguished by showy spirituality. Reading the Bible, praying in public, or following church rituals can be phony if the motive for doing them is to be noticed or honored. Let your actions be consistent with your beliefs. Live for Jesus, even when no one is looking. Jesus points out that the scribes’ punishment would be especially great because as teachers they were responsible for shaping the faith of the people. But they saddled people with petty rules while they lived greedily and deceitfully. Their behavior oppressed and misled the very people they were supposed to lead. This behavior is prevalent in our world today, where the people are sincerely trying to find the right to God, but are misled by the so called ministers of the Gospel, wolves in the sheep clothing.
Jesus speaks about the poor widow and giving. There were several boxes in the Temple where money could be placed. Some were for collecting the Temple tax from Judaean males; the others were for freewill offerings. These particular collection boxes were probably in the Court of Women or Jesus had positioned himself so he could see all the boxes in both the men and women Courts. According to Jesus, the poor widow gave more than all the others put together, although her gift was by far the smallest. The value of a gift is not determined by its amount, but by the spirit in which it is given. A gift given grudgingly or for recognition loses its value. When you give, remember that gifts of any size are pleasing to God when they are given out of gratitude and a spirit of generosity.
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