Sabbath Day Sermon of April 30, 2016.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Behold the Fig Tree When They Shoot Forth

Luke Chapter 21
In this chapter Jesus teaches about the future, and this teaching should be very important to all those who are concerned about the future. Jesus began by teaching on how to give, so that you may receive from the Father. As he watched the casting of gifts into the treasury of the Temple, Jesus as God could see the heart of the people that were casting their gifts: the rich and the poor woman cast their gifts, and Jesus taught that the poor woman had given the best gift of all, because she gave all she had. What is all she had that she gave? It was not only the money that Jesus was referring, but her heart which is worth a lot more to the Almighty God than the talent or dollar bill.  In other words, the person who must give all he or she has must also give their heart which is better than he or she who gives a tithe of a large fortune.
7-11.  For those who are so much focused on knowing the future for the things they hope to acquire or accomplish in this life, Jesus tells how that not only the temple will be destroyed, but the cities and the whole earth for reason of idolatry. There will be no need of the Temple, and no more of the ceremony of animal sacrifice for sin, because God will be everywhere and will hear us when we sincerely ask him to forgive us in the name of His Son Jesus Christ (John 4:21-24; Hebrew 10).
Jesus warns about the signs of the end times: “Take heed that no one deceive you.” How will these deceivers come? Jesus says that, “Many of them will come in my name saying, I am Christ; do not follow them.” But how would you know not to follow the deceivers if you do not read the Word of God in the Bible to know what God has revealed about them? God has given you the King James Version of the Bible to teach you how to identify the deceivers who pretend to speak and work for God Almighty and his Son Jesus Christ, when they are actually agents of Satan also known as Lucifer. To hide from you their true identities and their evil fruits described in the Bible, they have told you not to read the Bible for yourself to find out who they are for real. Instead they will read it for you and tell you what God says. I hope you are not dum enough to believe they will tell you the truth of what God says about them in the Bible. Any church organization that does not let you own or read the Bible to know what God Almighty wants you to do to be saved, is run by Satan also known as Lucifer. You must get out of there before it is too late, and find a true Bible believing Church for you and your family.
You will hear or experience wars and commotions.  Jesus says that you won’t be surprised or terrified if you have learned your Bible lessons well, and you are waiting for his return. These things will happen for the faithful to know that the end is at hand. But there will be more chain of events that will occur purposefully, to fully alert the faithful.  A nation shall arise against nation like we have seen happen in recent years, and still hear them happening. These will be followed by great earthquakes as we see and hear of their happening everywhere around the world.  These will be followed by pestilence, and we have recently learned that the list of diseases that have no cure stands at 300 from 14 that it was a couple of years ago.
12-19. The word ‘”before”, in this verse seems to indicate that these things will come upon the people of the world because of their persecution of those that are faithful to Jesus Christ. The persecution of the Congregation of Jesus Christ will trigger these problems in the world, which will be our testimony that we are the children of the Almighty God. In John 15:18, Jesus says, “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. Therefore, understand that it hated Me first.” My friend if you are truly saved in Jesus, the world will hate you and hate everything about you. Jesus says that the reason they hate you is because you are mine. The world hates Jesus and his people because as Jesus has overcome the world, so have they overcome the world in his name.
We have the assurance of Jesus that he will through the Holy Spirit tell us what to say and our testimony will not be overthrown or disproved. We may not always be acquitted even when we have given a true testimony, because our persecutors, filled with hatred, will condemn us even if they can prove nothing against us. Some of the faithful will be imprisoned, or beaten, or put to death. This is true today in many parts of the globe where tyrants rule. The destruction of Jerusalem was given as a sign in Jesus day, and that prophecy by Jesus was literally fulfilled in A. D. 70 when Titus and the Roman legions captured it.  Josephus, the Judaean historian, describes the taking of the city in some detail in his Wars of the Jews, Books V and VI. After A.D. 70, Jerusalem was trodden down of the Gentiles. 
20-24. Again, in the end times will Jerusalem be compassed, taken and be trodden down one more time of the Gentiles before the return of Jesus Christ (Zachariah 12:1-3). In that day, which is still future, Jerusalem will be besieged by enemy powers from the nations of the world: the United Nations, and God will deliver his people from that assault. The strength of those who defend Jerusalem will come from the God of power, who is Omnipotent and who himself will intervene in the person of his Son Jesus Christ.
Jerusalem here also symbolize all the dwellings of all the faithful of the Lord Jesus, for the enemy will compass their dwellings to destroy them.  Jesus, warns that if you are not home when these things begin, you should not go home because your haters will be waiting for you there. If you are at home and live in the city, get out of the city as fast as you can. People of God who live in the country should not try to go into the city, for the enemy will be waiting for them there. The Lord God Almighty shall command the enemies of his people to gather themselves in the cities, where he will unleash his vengeance on them so that the things that are written may be fulfilled.
For the families, these signs should help you determine when you should be raising your young ones, because it will be a very dangerous time to have babies and take care of them. For example, when in hiding the last thing you will want to happen is for the baby to start crying as they often do to get some ones attention when they are in distress. During this time many shall fall by the sword, especially those who had rejected the Gospel and the Word of God Almighty during their life time.
25-28. These conditions will be followed by other events like the solar flares, the sun heat intensifying, the stars falling and crashing on the earth. Everything shall be shaken and in complete disarray; thereafter will all eyes see the Son of God in the cloud with power and great glory coming for his people. So when you see these prophecies or these events begin to happen, believers should know that we are done with this earth for now, and that it is time to go home so the earth can be cleaned up by fire for us to return and inherit it (Mathew 5:5; 2 Peter 3:7, 12). Since our home is in heaven, true Christians should be looking up for our transport, for our redemption is at the door. 
29-31. Jesus tells us that in the same manner that we observe the budding of the trees and plants to know that it is spring time, which signifies to us that the warm weather is coming, so should we be looking out for these signs or events. Again, if you must know when your transport is here, and that it is time to go home to your Father in heaven, it will be only if you are watching for these signs which may come as events fulfilling the prophecies by Jesus and the prophets.  
Although the picture of the coming persecution and natural disasters we are given is gloomy, but ultimately it is a cause not to worry but for great joy for those in Jesus Christ. When true believers see these events happening, they will know that the return of their Messiah is near, and they can look forward to his reign of justice and peace. Rather than being terrified by what is happening in our world, we should confidently await Jesus Christ’s return to bring justice and restoration to his people. If for whatever reason you are troubled each time you heard the news of the events of Jesus return, it simply means you are not ready. My friend, it is a dangerous position to be for the coming of Jesus Christ (1 John 2:18, 19, 23; 3:24).

32-37. The generation of the end time, would be the generation in which the Lord will pour out the Holy Spirit upon all flesh that the young sons and daughters will prophecy, the old men shall dream dreams, and the young men shall see visions. The Lord shall pour out his Holy Spirit upon all to give everyone the opportunity to hear the Gospel before the Day of Judgment. For heaven and earth shall pass away; but not one iota of the words of Jesus shall pass away. So when you see these prophecies being fulfilled, know that the end and the return of the Jesus is near.
Jesus, tells us to keep a constant watch for his return. Although nearly 2000 years have passed since he spoke these words, their truth remains. You do not want these truths to come upon you as a snare. Jesus is coming again, and you need to watch and be spiritually fit to escape these perilous times that shall come, and to stand before him when he returns. This means working faithfully at the tasks God has given you. If you are not sure what task he has assigned to you in his congregation, ask him in your prayer, and he will tell you; if he has not already told you. Do not let your mind and spirit be dulled by careless living or drinking. Do not let the problems of life weigh you down. Be ready to move at God’s command.
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