Sabbath Day Sermon of April 2, 2016.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Becoming One With Jesus
The Gospel of John Chapter 6
Recently a prominent leader of a religious organization, not Christian, said to his gullible audience that they could not have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ; according to this man, it is a dangerous thing to do. He continued to say that Jesus is dead, that he is not a spirit and that he is gone; esoterically, meaning he will never return. But Jesus says in his book the Bible, “You can have a personal relationship with me, you and I can be one.” Contrary to what this man has said to deceive you, Jesus says, “through me you can become one with the Almighty Father. So that where he is with the Father there you may be also (John 6:56; 14:1-3, 20; 17:21, 23). Jesus says,  “that the way to eternal life through him though unseen with the naked eye, is certain as assured as your trust in Jesus.” He has already prepared the way to eternal life for you. The only issue that may be still unsettled is your willingness to believe, so you will be ready to travel with him when he returns to bring you home to the Almighty Father (John 14:1-3).
My friend, it is about time you realize who you were before you were born into this world. You and I were one with the Father before we were born into this world, but our sins separated us from him our true Father in heaven. Now our Almighty Father in heaven to redeem all of us for himself, gave himself through his Son Jesus to die for you and me to pay off our debt to death and its sting with his life, that we sold ourselves in our sins. Here Jesus tells you that if you are willing and desire to become one with your Father in heaven, it is possible if you will let him into your life; he will take you to the Father as a son or daughter (John 1:12).
In verse 3 we read that Jesus and his twelve disciples went to the mountain area for its quietness, to have their usual mission breakfast meeting. At this time the feast of Passover was approaching exactly as it is approaching now this month in our time. The Passover Feast of the Lord is the beginning of the year; it is the Scriptural New Year if you would like to know (Exodus 12:1, 2). Then the multitude came to listen to him for his word of hope. It was a very hard time in Israel in Jesus’ day, and many of the people were searching, praying and waiting for the Messiah that had been promised by Moses that would come to deliver them from the hands of their oppressor (Deuteronomy 18:18-19).  The oppressor of Israel at the time of Jesus was none other than the one prophesied by Daniel in Daniel 2:40-45, that is also oppressing us and the whole world today. Unfortunately, the same oppressor has been allowed to return in our time to oppress us for the same reason the Israelites suffered under this oppressor. The Israelites suffered under this oppressor because of their sins, and for our sins we suffer today under the same oppressor, and will continue to suffer until we repent and return to our Almighty Father through his Son Jesus Christ.
When Jesus saw the multitude, he purposed to ask Philip if he knew where they can buy enough bread to feed the people. Philip will be the same person who could not tell that Jesus is one with the Father, and that whoever has Jesus has the Father (John 14:5-12). If we are to assume that a penny could buy ten loaves of bread then, Philip’s answer is clear that two hundred pennies could not buy enough bread loaves to feed the multitude. If you have never read this passage of the Scripture before, you would have wondered like most of Jesus’ disciples on how Jesus intends to feed the multitude with only 5 loaves of bread and two fishes. The number seven we see here directs us to the source of the bread of life. Again, we see number twelve in the number of fragments that remained, that nothing be lost. They gathered them and filled twelve baskets of the five loaves and 2 fishes.
In this passage Jesus’ intended to distinguish for us the bread of life from the material bread that fills the belly. As we shall see later in the passage, the multitude came for material food, but not for the bread of life which lasts forever (John 14:15, 16). Because they ate bread and were full, they want to make Jesus their king so they will always have material bread to eat all the time. But Jesus tells them that not until they have received the bread of life will they be full and will thirst and hunger no more. In other words, the real hunger they had was spiritual not physical.
Now his disciples had rowed away about three to three and half miles into the sea from the shores, when suddenly the sea storm started for reason of a great wind, then they saw someone walking on the sea toward the ship and they were frightened by these two things happening at the same time; the sea rising and the image of someone walking on the sea toward them. But Jesus said to them “It is I, be not afraid,” then they willingly received him into the ship: and immediately “the ship was at the land whither they went.”  The lesson here is that if you will willingly receive Jesus Christ into your life, your fears and all your troubles will come to a stop. These things are under the feet of Jesus, thus he walks on them; the water and its rising being the world and the evils therein.
 29-34. My friend, if you claim to seek Jesus, for which bread do you seek him? Think very well before answering, because Jesus knows what is in every heart. Well Jesus tells them that he knew they were looking for him for the material bread, but not for the bread which lasts forever. This bread that will last forever can only be given by the Son of God whom he has anointed to bring home all that will be willing to come home to the Father in heaven. Then, the material bread seekers inquired, “What shall we do, that we might work the works of God?” Here, Jesus gives the best answer to the question and takes away the confusion that puzzles most seekers for God. Many sincere seekers for God claim they are puzzled about what God wants them to do even when he has written them down in the Bible. The religions of the world are mankind’s attempt to answer this question. Jesus’ reply is brief and simple: “You must believe in him whom God has sent.”  Satisfying God does not come from the work you do, but from whom you believe. The first step is accepting that Jesus is who he claims to be. All spiritual development is built on this affirmation. Simply declare in your prayer to Jesus, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God;” ask him to come into your life as your Lord and Savior, and from then on embark on a life of belief that is satisfying to your Father in heaven (John 3:14–19).
35-39. Unfortunately, most people who claim to seek for God appear to seek material bread to satisfy their physical hunger, and to sustain physical life that cannot satisfy spiritual hunger. But we can satisfy spiritual hunger and sustain spiritual life only by a right relationship with Jesus Christ. That is why Jesus called himself the bread of life. Thus to give life, bread must be eaten, and Jesus must be invited into your life and in your daily walk to give you spiritual life that will last forever.
Jesus now re-states the Almighty Father’s will for you and me, and of what he came to accomplish, that is: “All that the Father gives him shall come to him; and anyone who comes to him, he will in no wise cast out.” He came down from heaven for this purpose which is the will of the Almighty Father who sent him to come and get all of us his children Israelites and Gentiles, who are willing to come back home to him (Luke 15:11-32; John 10:15-18).  Jesus did not and is not working independently of the Almighty Father, but in union with him. This gives us even more assurance of being welcomed back into the presence of the Almighty Father and being protected by him. Jesus’ purpose was and still is to do the will of God the Father, not to satisfy his human desires while he was on earth (John 10:14-18).  Jesus mission and purpose does not exclude anyone, for no one alive today is beyond redemption. He said he would not lose even one person that the Father had given him and will give him. Thus anyone who makes a sincere commitment to believe in Jesus Christ as Savior is secure in God’s promise of eternal life. Jesus will not let his faithful people be overcome by Satan and lose their salvation (John 17:12; Philippians 1:6).

40-46. Everyone that will put their faith and trust in Jesus will be resurrected from physical death to eternal life to live in the presence of the Almighty Father in heaven when Jesus comes again (1 Corinthians 15:52, 1 Thessalonians 4:16). When John said Jews, we should understand that he was referring to a sect among the Judaean leaders who were hostile to Jesus, not to the people. For example, this action of the Jews would be likened to recent NATO’s action on Iraq, and that of Russia on Afghanistan, etc., and against other nations these powerful nations have viciously attacked in our time for no reason whatsoever. The citizens of these nations that are in the habit of attacking the weaker nations had no part in the decisions to do what have been done to these other weaker nations. That the Judaen leaders were against Jesus did not mean that all the people were against him. What was done to the people in Jesus time is being done to most people today; it is called deception. Jesus warns about it in Matthew 24:4. 
Under the world religion which excludes true Christianity, they say, “You are not smart enough to read the Word of God in the Bible, let us read it and tell you what it says.” But you will read on your own every book in the world, but the Word of the Almighty Father he wrote for you that you be not deceived by the false teachers who will come to you in sheep clothing. You are told not to read it by them not because you cannot understand what it says, it is simply that the Bible exposes the evil plans of Lucifer also known as Satan against humanity, and tells you how to escape them.

The religious leaders in Jesus’ time grumbled, and those of our time do the same because they could not accept Jesus’ claim of divinity. They saw him only as a carpenter from Nazareth who was not an initiate, that is, one admitted into a secret or obscure secret society or group, typically with a ritual as in Freemasonry or in the cult of Shiva. They refused to believe he was God’s divine Son, and they could not tolerate his message. Many people reject Jesus Christ because they say they cannot believe he is the Son of God. In reality, the claims he makes for their loyalty and obedience are what they cannot accept. So to protect themselves from the message, they deny the messenger. 
The evidence of their rejection of Jesus and their hatred toward him, is no longer secret because they have written them down as can be found in the new bible versions written by his enemies in namely: the NIV, New American Standard; New Word Translation, Revised version, Good News, Old Jehovah Witness bible etc. These new bibles version have been written by the agents of Lucifer also known as Satan to prove their point that they and their master the devil do hate Jesus Christ. These false bibles have been purposefully written to remove the words of Jesus from the book he wrote for you identifying your enemies and to warn you about them. These evil people know that if you have the words of Jesus, they cannot touch your soul as they plan their slaughter of the undesirable eaters around the world. Do not let it skip your mind that anyone or group that hates Jesus hates you even more. They hate Jesus because he exposes their secret plans against humanity. 
 
Jesus says, “No man can come to me, except the Almighty Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.” God, not man, plays the most active role in salvation. When someone chooses to believe in Jesus Christ as Savior, he does so only in response to the urging of God’s Holy Spirit. God does the urging, and then we decide whether or not to believe. Thus no one can believe in Jesus without God’s help. In verse 45 Jesus allures to an Old Testament view of the messianic Kingdom in which all people are taught directly by God (Isaiah 54:13; Jeremiah 31:31-34). He stresses the importance of not merely hearing, but learning. We are taught by God through his Word in the Bible, our experiences, the thoughts the holy Spirit brings, and other fellow faithful Christians (John 14: 26; 16: 7-13). Almighty Father was in Jesus on earth to teach us directly as prophesied by the prophets.
47-66. “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath everlasting life.” Here, Jesus communicates to us the importance of our believing on him. We are not to believe merely once; we must keep believing and trusting Jesus. The religious leaders in Jesus day frequently asked Jesus to prove to them why he was better than the prophets they already had. Jesus here refers to the manna that Moses gave their ancestors in the wilderness (Exodus 16). This bread was physical and temporal. The people ate it, and it sustained them for a day; but they had to get more bread every day. Jesus, who is much greater than Moses, offers himself as the spiritual Bread from heaven that satisfies completely and leads to eternal life.                                                                                                                                                                          
How can we become one with Jesus? Jesus gives us his flesh as bread to eat. To eat living bread means to unite ourselves in Jesus Christ. We are united with Jesus in two ways (1) by believing in his death, the sacrifice of his flesh, and resurrection and (2) by devoting ourselves to consuming the Word of the Almighty Father which is who Jesus is (John 1: 1-5, 12, 14), and to living as he requires, depending on his teachings for guidance and trusting in the Holy Spirit for power. Thus Jesus word that we must eat his flesh and drink his blood may be shocking to an unregenerated mind, but Jesus was not talking about literal blood, or course. He was saying that his life had to become our own, but his listeners could not accept this concept because their minds were still closed to the wisdom and Spirit of the Almighty Father.
67-70. They could not understand that Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit which gives spiritual life or quickens us; without the work of the Holy Spirit we cannot even see our need for new life (John 14:7). All spiritual renewal begins and ends with the Almighty Father. He reveals truth to us, lives within us, and then enables us to respond to that truth. Unless you have received the Holy Spirit, you will at some point desert Jesus just like some of his followers because Jesus refused to give in to their selfish requests. Jesus emphasizes faith not works, and his teachings are usually difficult to understand by those that are spiritually outside the family of the Almighty Father (John 1:13).
If you claim to be a Christian, but you find the teaching of Jesus in the Bible hard and difficult to understand or sometimes offensive, do not let this make you to turn away from your salvation. You should not respond to your situation by giving up, ignore certain teachings of Jesus, or reject Jesus. Instead, in your prayer ask the Almighty Father to show you what the teachings mean and how they apply to your life. He will give you the Holy Spirit to teach you as he promised (John 14:15, 16, 17). There is no middle ground with Jesus. When he asked his disciples if they would also leave, he was showing that they have the choice of either accept or reject him. Jesus will not force anyone to stay with him, it is up to anyone to stay with him and go to heaven or reject him and go to hell. 
In the world there are many philosophies and self-styled authorities, but Jesus alone has the words that give eternal life; take it or leave it. The more people hear Jesus real message, the more they divide into two camps: the honest seekers of the Almighty God’s truth would want to understand more, and those who reject Jesus because they do not like what they heard. For this reason, whenever the true message of Jesus Christ is presented, some people will leave, true believers will stay; and others like Judas will stay, and will try to use the name of Jesus for personal gain. Many today are turned away from Jesus, but are still in the church for what they can get personally.  They pretend to follow Jesus by going to church, not to worship but for status, approval of family and friends, relationships or business contracts. But there are only two real responses to Jesus and these are spiritual in nature, you either accept or reject him. Of course, he knows every heart and will judge accordingly in the last day.
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