Sabbath Day Sermon of April 28, 2012

Dr. Rev. Flint O. Chika, Bishop

The Birth of Jesus Christ in Bethlehem
Luke Chapter 2

In this chapter, Luke seemed to be the only Gospel writer who related the events he recorded in world history. His account was addressed to a predominately Greek audience who would have been interested in and familiar with the political situation. At this time a decree from Caesar Augustus went out, that all the world should be taxed. This taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria. So all went to be taxed, everyone into his or her own city. The people of Judea had chosen not to keep the laws of God, and will now be subjected to the Roman rule.
5-6. His espoused wife Mary and Joseph were betrothed but not yet married. This was a legal arrangement that could be broken by divorce. Thus, betrothal was not the same as engagement in the west or in modern America, where an engagement can be broken without any legal involvement. Mary’s pregnancy would have been construed as adultery and she could have been stoned to death. God protected her in her innocence and appointed Joseph as her shield against any charge of misconduct (Matt. 1:19).

On account of this decree from Caesar Augustus, Joseph was made to make a long trip just to pay his taxes. His espoused wife who had to go with him was going to have a baby any moment. But when they arrived in Bethlehem, they could not find a place to stay. Believers should always understand that when we do God’s will, we may not be guaranteed a comfortable life, however, we are promised that everything, even our discomfort, had to mean in God’s plan. It wasn’t that God could not arrange for their lodging in one of the hotels, but it was for the Scripture to be fulfilled. Jesus came to be the good shepherd of God’s people, and as the Lamb of God he was born in the place the flock rests, laid in the manger used to feed the flock, and the news of his birth was first given to people in the profession of taking care of the sheep. 
“That she should be delivered” Jesus was born in the fullness of time. His year of birth was predicted by Daniel (Dan 2:44). It came at a time when there was universal peace, for the Roman temple of Janus was shut for the first time, as a sign of peace without war. Jerusalem was being restored and rebuilt for the arrival of the Messiah (Dan 9:25). Judah was under Roman control so that the scepter had departed from Israel (49:10). Judah is compared, not to a lion rampant, always tearing, always raging, always but to a lion couchant, enjoying the satisfaction of his power and success, without creating vexation to others: this is to be truly great. It should be the royal tribe and the tribe from which Messiah the Prince should come: The scepter shall not depart from Judah, till Shiloh come. Jacob here foresees and foretells (1.) That the scepter should come into the tribe of Judah, which was fulfilled in David, on whose family the crown was entailed. (2.) That Shiloh should be of this tribe—his seed, that promised seed, in whom the earth should be blessed: that peaceable and prosperous one, or the Savior, he shall come out of Judah. 
Thus dying Jacob, at a great distance, saw Christ’s day, and it was his comfort and support on his death-bed. That after the coming of the sceptre into the tribe of Judah it should continue in that tribe, at least a government of their own, till the coming of the Messiah, in whom, as the king of the church, and the great high priest, it was fit that both the priesthood and the royalty should determine, then will the scepter depart from them. .And Greek was the universal language. At this moment, the Prince of Peace was born.
7-9. Swaddling Clothes, i.e., clean cloths wrapped around the newborn child according to the custom of that day. A manger was a feeding trough for animals.  The Christ child in the manger makes a beautiful scene, but we cannot leave him there, just as we cannot leave him nailed to the cross. This tiny, helpless baby lived an amazing life, died for us on the cross, resurrected from the dead, ascended to heaven, and will rule the earth as King of kings and Lord of lords. Make sure you do not underestimate The Lord Jesus. Do not always envision him as an infant child, because he did grow up to be a man. Please let him grow up in your life.
God the Father has continued to reveal his Son; but not to those we expect. Luke records that Jesus’ birth was announced to shepherds in the fields. If according to tradition, the lambs that were used in the temple sacrifices were usually bred and supplied from Bethlehem, these may have been the shepherds who supplied the lambs for the Temple sacrifices, performed for the forgiveness of sin. Here the angels invited them to greet the Lamb of God (John 1:36), who would take away the sins of the whole world forever.
The greatest event in history had just happened! The Messiah was born! Now how did God choose to disseminate this wonderful news? For ages, some of the faithful in Israel waited for this, and when it finally occurred, the announcement came to humble shepherds. The good news about Jesus is that he comes to all; he comes to anyone with a heart humble enough to accept him. Some of the people in Israel were waiting for a savior to deliver them from the Roman rule; others hoped the Christ (messiah) would deliver them from physical ailments. But Jesus, while healing their illnesses and establishing a spiritual Kingdom, delivered them from sin. Jesus Christ paid the price for sin and opened the way to peace with God. Jesus offers us more than temporary political or physical changes. Jesus offers us new hearts that will last forever.
10-13. Scripture clearly teaches that not all men will be saved. But all men are to be reached with the good news. Thus the gospel is universal. The primacy of missionary outreach to all people may be seen from (1) the universal message at the birth of Jesus (“The Savior you have given to the world,” 2:30-32); (2) the missionary thrust of Christ’s model prayer (“you will be done here on earth, just as it is in heaven, “ Matt. 6:10); (3) Jesus’ first convert who became a missionary immediately “Andrew . . . brought Peter to meet Jesus,” John 1:41, 42); and (4) the first sermon—a missionary apostolic call (“to each one of you . . . .and to your children and even to those in distant lands,” Acts 2:39). The Great Commission, given by Jesus five times, expresses the Savior’s concern for all men everywhere (Matt. 28:18-20; Mark 16:15, Luke 24:45-49; John 20:21; and Acts 1:8).
14-20. The angels chant their hallelujah song of praise. God gets the honor and men gain the joy of the Savior’s birth. The visit of the angel caused shepherds to go posthaste to Bethlehem. They spoke the language of faith, for they did say, “Let us go to see this thing which has come to pass, which The Lord has made know to us.” After they found the Savior’s family, they spread the good news abroad for all to hear. If the world did not receive it, it was not for lack of knowledge but of desire. 
21-27. It was supposed that the one who came to be circumcised was, by this ceremony, admitted into the covenant of God. Every male child was circumcised and named on the eighth day after birth. A firstborn son was presented to God one month after birth (Ex. 32:2, 11-16; Nums.18:15, 16).  The ceremony included buying back or “redeeming” the child from God through the offering. Thus the parents acknowledge that the child belonged to God, who alone has the power to give life. But Jesus Christ was always God’s beloved Son. He did not need circumcision the cutting away of the flesh, but to fulfill all righteousness—because although he was made after the likeness of sinful flesh, he himself was without sin. Circumcision symbolized the separation from the world and the child’s unique relationship with God.
“And when the days of her purification were accomplished,” for forty days after the birth of a son and 80 days after the birth of a daughter, the mother was ceremonially unclean and could not enter the Temple. At the end of her separation, the parents were to bring a lamb for a burnt offering and a dove for a sin offering. The priest would sacrifice these animals and declare her clean. Jesus was God’s Son, but to fulfill all righteousness, his parents carried out these ceremonies according to God’s Law. Jesus was not born above the Law; instead, he fulfilled it perfectly for our example.
28-33. When Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the Temple to be dedicated to God, they met an old man who told them what their child would become. Simeon was righteous and devout. He was waiting with expectancy for the coming of the Messiah. And best of all, he was taught, led, and filled by the Holy Spirit the consolation of Israel, i.e., “The Messiah.” Simeon can die in peace now because he had seen the Messiah.
The majority of the people in Israel knew of the Old Testament prophecies that spoke of the Messiah’s blessings to their nation. However, they did not give equal attention to the prophecies saying that he would bring salvation to the entire world; not just the nation of Israel. Luke in his Gospel made sure his audiences understood that Jesus came to save all who believe. Gentiles, Israelites as well as Jews.
34, 35. Joseph and Mary marveled for three reasons: Simeon prophesied saying that Jesus was a gift from God; he recognized him as the Messiah, and he said Jesus would be a light to the entire world. This was an addition to the many times that Mary had been greeted with a prophecy about her son; the first time was when Elisabeth had welcomed her as the mother of her Lord (Luke. 1:42-45).

Simeon speaks a prophetic word to Mary who rejoiced (yet with trembling) over the birth of her son. He is for the fall and rising again of many in Israel. Her son shall be a suffering servant, and a sword shall pass through her own soul too. This prophetic word was fulfilled when she beheld him on the cross.

36-40. Anna was a prophetess whose work was comparable to that of the male prophets. Prophets and Prophetesses did not necessarily predict the future. Their main role was to speak for God, proclaiming his truth.  Anna belonged to the tribe of Asher, which had been taken from the land of Palestine in the Assyrian captivity. While the tribe never returned officially to Palestine, her family had come back and had remembered their genealogy. She probably was more than one hundred years old when Jesus was brought to the temple for the presentation. Anna was a devout and saintly woman who joined in praise to God for Jesus, whom she looked upon as the Messiah.

41-51. According to God’s Law, every male was required to go to Jerusalem three times a year to appear before Him at the Great Feasts of The Lord (Deut. 16:16). Passover was the most important of the three annual Feasts of The Lord because it commemorated the night when the angel of The Lord killed the Egyptian firstborn but passed over Israelite homes (Ex. 12:21-36). Luke alone records the incident of the boy Jesus in the temple. He sat among the teachers of the law, who were amazed at his understanding and response. Jesus gave the doctors of the law a taste of his divine wisdom and knowledge, which was then drawn in again until the beginning of his public ministry at age thirty. From this point onward the boyhood of Jesus is clothed in silence. 
If you have ever come across the saying among those who deny the divinity of Jesus, these words “Father Mother and Son, or Joseph, Mary, and Jesus they are using verse 48 of this chapter out of contest to blaspheme based on what Mary said to Jesus, “Son, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing.” But what did Jesus say in reply, “How is that you sought after me? Wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s business?” Now, who is the father of Jesus, Joseph or God Almighty? In what business was Joseph involved, and in what business did they find Jesus doing? They found him doing the Almighty God’s business, his Father. Even at the tender age, Jesus had a preternatural knowledge about himself and his role as Savior of the world. What he said made an indelible impression on the mind and heart of Mary, for she “kept all these sayings in her heart.”
52. In his humanity Jesus, who was a true man and true God, developed by way of human wisdom, human stature, and human associations.
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