Sabbath Day Sermon of April 25, 2020

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop
Confession of Sin and Your First Love

1 John Chapter 1:9.

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” Part of the message for Christians is that there is a sphere of life and righteousness that is called “light.” It is God Almighty’s sphere, for “God Almighty is light.” But there is another sphere, too, which is that of darkness, of untruth, and there are those who walk in it.

To have fellowship with both God Almighty and one another, we must walk in the light, cleansed from sin by the blood of God Almighty’s Son Jesus Christ. This cleansing demands from us a personal acknowledgment of our sin, which will be answered by the cleansing that comes from God Almighty. To pretend that we have never sinned is, in itself, a lie that would continue to bind us to the sphere of darkness. Such admission of sin by no means a suggestion that sin makes no difference in Christian life. However, Jesus Christ remains effective, both as intercessor and as sin-offering, and not for us only but for the whole world.

Confession of our sins to God Almighty is supposed to free us to enjoy fellowship with Jesus Christ. It should ease our consciences and lighten our cares. But some Christians do not understand how it works. They feel so guilty that they confess the same sins over and over, and then they wonder if they might have forgotten something. You should know that Jesus Christ heard you the first time you confessed sincerely.

Other Christians believe God Almighty forgives them when they confess, but if they died with unconfessed sins, they would be forever lost. These Christians do not understand that God Almighty wants to forgive us. He allowed His beloved Son Jesus to die just so He could pardon us. We come to Jesus Christ, He forgives all the sins we have committed, and will forgive all future sins we would unintentionally commit if we would ask him then for forgiveness. 

We don’t need to be afraid that He will cast us out if we don’t keep our slate perfectly clean. Of course, we want to continue to confess our sins, but not that if we unintentionally forgot to do so will make us lose our salvation. To be certain that all sins are confessed is the reason the Lord’s Prayer is given to the Church. Reciting the Lord’s Prayer at the end of every prayer should account for anything that you may have forgotten to say in your prayers.
Our relationship with Jesus Christ is secure. But we must confess our sins to Him so we can enjoy maximum fellowship and joy with Him. Lest we forget, true confession also involves a commitment not to continue in sin. We are not genuinely confessing our sins before God Almighty if we plan to sin again and just want temporary forgiveness. We must pray for strength to defeat the temptation to sin the next time it rears its head.

Too often the confession of sin is superficial, and often it is quite neglected. Few Christians realize how necessary it is to be in earnest about the matter, or feel that an honest confession of sin gives the power to live the life of victory over sin. In fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ, we need to confess with a sincere heart to Him every sin that may be a hindrance in our Christian lives.

King David in his confession says, “I acknowledge my sin unto thee; I said, I will confess my transgression, and Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. Thou art my hiding-place: Thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance” (Psalms 32:5-7). David speaks of a time when he was unwilling to confess his sin. “When I kept my silence, Thy hand was heavy upon me.” But when he had confessed his sin, a wonderful change came.

Confession to God Almighty means not only that I confess my sin with shame, but that I hand it over not to a priest, but God Almighty in Jesus Christ, trusting Him to take it away. Such a confession implies that I am wholly unable to get rid of my guilt, but by an act of faith in Jesus Christ I rely on God Almighty to deliver me. This deliverance means in the first place that I know my sins are forgiven, and secondly, that Jesus Christ undertakes to cleanse me from the sin and keep me from its power.

My dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, if you are seeking to have fellowship with Jesus Christ, do not fear to confess each sin to Him in the confident assurance that there is deliverance. Let there be a mutual understanding between the Lord Jesus and yourself that you will confess each sin to Him, and obtain forgiveness. Then you will know your Lord as Jesus Who saves His people from their sin. Believe that there is great power in the confession of sin, for the burden of sin is borne by our Lord Jesus Christ and Savior.

For example, in Revelation chapter 2:2, 3, we read of the eight signs mentioned showing the zeal and activity of the Church at Ephesus. But there was one bad sign, and the Lord said: “Except thou repent and do the first works,” I will come unto thee, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place,” which is the divine presence. And what was this sign? ”Thou hast left thy first works, that is, thy first love.” In other words, you now seem to have another love that is not compatible with who you are supposed to be. You seem to have lost the love of your master who is your Lord and Savior. Now retrace your steps back to where you started drifting away and do the first works. Remember the promise: “Eating from the tree of life,” shows that salvation reverses the curse of Adam. In other words, immortality is regained through Jesus Christ. This promise is for those who have an ear to hear, that will use it to hear what the Holy Spirit is saying to everyone who is a member of the true Christian community.

Unfortunately, we find the same lack in the Church of the present day. There is zeal for the truth, there is continuous and persevering labor, but that which the Lord values most is wanting, the tender, fervent love to Himself. This is a thought of great significance, a church, a community, or a Christian, maybe an example in every good work, and yet, the tender love to the Lord Jesus in the inner chamber is missing. There is no personal daily fellowship with Jesus Christ, and all the manifold activities with which people satisfy themselves, are as naught in the eyes of the Master himself. 

My friends, this message speaks of the fellowship of love with Jesus Christ in the inner chamber. Everything depends on this. Jesus Christ came from heaven to love us with the love wherewith the Father loved Him. He suffered and died to win our hearts for this love. His love can be satisfied with nothing less than a deep, personal love on our part.

Jesus Christ considers this of the first importance for our love to remain. Let us do so too. Many ministers and missionaries and Christian workers confess with shame that despite all their zeal in the Lord’s work, their prayer life is defective because they have left their first love. I pray you, my friends, write down on a piece of paper, and remember it continually: “The love of Jesus must be all in my inner chamber, is all my work, in my daily life.

If you ask, “If God Almighty has forgiven us for our sins because of Jesus Christ's death and resurrection, why must we confess our sins? In admitting our sins and receiving Jesus Christ’s cleansing you are: (1) agreeing with God Almighty that your sin truly was sin and that you are willing to turn from it, (2) it ensures that you don’t conceal your sins from Him and consequently from yourself, and (3) that you recognize your tendency to sin and relying on His power to overcome it.

Just as when a man and woman fall in love, so also new believers rejoice at their newfound forgiveness in Jesus Christ. But when we lose sight of the seriousness of sin, we begin to lose the thrill of our forgiveness. Without a doubt, Satan is always ready to provide you with enough genuine excuses for you to think you can get away with the negligence so he can enter and do his destructive work (2 Peter 1:9). 
In the first steps of your Christian life, you may have had enthusiasm without knowledge. If you have knowledge now without enthusiasm, you should know that you need both; the whole package: your sincerity, zealousness, enthusiasm, and your knowledge of the Word of God Almighty if you are to keep the love for God Almighty intense and untarnished (Hebrews 10:32, 35). If we may ask you, “How is your love for God Almighty today? Is it the same fervor as when you were a new Christian or has it evaporated to some degree? 

What is causing the evaporation of your faith in Jesus Christ? If you are facing persecution and pressure, we encourage you to persevere in your Christian faith and conduct. We don’t usually think of suffering as good for us, but it can build our character and our patience. In a time of great stress, you may feel God Almighty’s presence more clearly and find help from fellow Christians you never thought would care. Knowing that Jesus is with you in your suffering and that he will return one day to put an end to all pain should help you grow in your faith and your relationship with Him.

For Jesus to “remove thy candlestick out of his place” would mean the church would cease to be effective. Just as the seven-branched candlestick in the Temple gave light for the priests to see (Zechariah 4:2), the churches were to give light to their surrounding communities. But Jesus Christ himself would extinguish any light that did not fulfill its purpose. The Church or the Christian had to repent of its sins or its light will go out. This proves once again that the doctrine of “saved always saved” is a lie from hell when a person who claims to be a Christian is living a sinful life.

“But this thou hast, your hatred for idolatry.” The Nicolaitanes were supposedly believers who compromised their faith to enjoy some of the sinful practices of the Ephesian society. The Name Nicolaitanes is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew word for “Balaamites or Freemasons today. Balaamitism or Freemasonry and Mystery Babylon allow its members to carry out their lustful desires (Numbers 31:16). It is like when you want to take part in an activity you know is wrong, you may make excuses to justify your behavior, saying that it isn’t as bad as it seems or that it won’t hurt your faith. Jesus Christ has strong words for those who look for excuses to sin willfully (Hebrews 10:26).

Jesus Christ commended the Ephesian church for hating the wicked deeds of the Nicolaitanes, but not the people. Although as Christians we are to accept and to love all people, we must refuse to tolerate any of their evil practices. God Almighty cannot tolerate sin, and he expects all Christians to stand against it. The world needs true Christians who are the light to stand for God Almighty’s truth and point people toward the right living (Matthew 5:14-16).
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