Sabbath Day Sermon of April 23, 2016
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

God’s Judgment on America and the World

Zephaniah Chapter 1

The coming day of God’s judgment, also known as “The Day of the LORD,” no doubt is upon us. This judgment will come to us in the same manner and for the same reason it came upon the kingdoms of Samaria and Judah.  Zephaniah was one of the Minor Prophets before the Babylonian captivity and his book is placed last in the canon before the post-captivity prophets. His name means “the Lord hides.” And his great-great grandfather was King Hizkiah. At the time of this prophecy, Samaria and Ephraim had been destroyed a century earlier. His ministry revolved around Judah and Jerusalem.
The people of Judah were clearly warned by the highest authority of all, God Almighty himself through his prophets, just as he is warning us today. They refused to listen either because they doubted God’s prophets and thus did not believe the message was from God, or because they doubted God himself and thus did not believe he would do what he said. Some today have said that because God is love, he could not do what his true prophets of our day are saying he is going to do to our nation and the nations of the world for their sins. However, let it be known to all that if we refuse to listen to God’s Word, the Bible, we are as shortsighted as the people of Judah, and like them, we will be punished.
God had commanded the Israelites before they entered the land of Canaan that on their arrival, they should get rid from the land of its heathen inhabitants who worshipped it idols. But for their own comfort the Israelites failed to do so, and gradually they began to worship the Canaanites gods. Although the Canaanites believed in many gods that represented many aspects of life as they claimed, the chief god was Baal, symbolizing strength and fertility. God was extremely angry when his people turned from him to Baal to worship things that were supposed to obey them. Behind these gods are demons that are supposed to obey them in the name of God Almighty. Instead they worshipped these gods and the demons behind them. Aren’t we doing the same today, and why should we expect our punishment to be different. God is not a respecter of persons.
3-6“I will consume all things,” says the Almighty Father. Thus begins the prophet, who predicts that Judah and Jerusalem will be destroyed by God Almighty. Man, beasts, birds, and fish will be destroyed in this holocaust. The reason for the judgment is idolatry. It had extended to the point where the priests were deeply involved in the apostasy, just as we see it happening in our time with the many false preachers. History is littered with idols and their worship. An Idol is more than just a stone statue, an idol can be anything reverenced more than God. Thus idol worship is prevalent even today as people trust in themselves, money, or power and not in God Almighty. But ultimately, all idols will prove worthless, and the true God will prevail. My friend, Seek God first (Matthew 6:33), and put no other gods before him (Exodus 20:3).
“That swear in the name of LORD, and that swear by Malcham.” Malcham, also known as “Milcom,” “Molech,” and Moloch,” seems to be identical to the god Baal in his role as the “king demon-god.” At this point the Judaeans have one foot in heaven and one foot in hell; they profess to love God and also Malcham (Moloch). They swear allegiance to the service of both God and idols. God will have none of this. This people had become polytheistic, worshiping the LORD God Almighty and all the other gods of the land. Do you know that is what members of Freemasonry and secret societies do; for the degrees they go through are based on the names and worship of the gods for those degrees. They added the “best” of pagan worship to true faith in Almighty God. But God the Father commands that he alone be worshipped (Exodus 20; 1-5), the people Judah as we today in America have committed a horrible sin. Today this same idea is being promoted as ecumenism: the uniting of the worship of the Almighty God with all pagan gods. Purposefully, to bring God Almighty down to the level of these demon gods.
One of these other gods was Molech (Melchem), the national god of the Ammonites. Molech worship included child sacrifice, and abominable sin. If you will like to know, this is goes on in America at the Bohemian estate in San Francisco in July every year, and in thousands on daily basis in the America’s abortion chambers. From the time of Moses Israel had been warned about worshiping this false god (Leviticus 18:21; 20:5), but they refused to take heed. Because of their sins, God did stretch out his hand and destroyed them, and he will be doing the same to America soon if we don’t repent before it is too late.
7-11. Zephaniah here speaks of a prophecy that has a double fulfillment. The first one occurred when Nebuchadnezzar conquered Judah. At the end of the age, the final day of this judgment will come. The LORD God Almighty has prepared a sacrifice, i.e., the destruction of the people who had rebelled against him. God has been warning America that a day of judgment and great slaughter is coming to America when nations who today pretend to be our allies will turn against our nation and will invade it and destroy it. As in the days of Zephaniah the prophet, he saw these prophecies as future events, but he could not see when or in what order these events would take place. We are certain these prophecies have fulfillment: one for the near future which came to pass in Judah’s day, and the rest of the prophecies for the distant future during the end times which has begun in our time.
”Clothed with strange apparel,” i.e., showing their desire for foreign gods and foreign ways, and their contempt for the LORD. Wearing heathen clothing or strange apparel shows a desire for foreign gods and foreign ways. Leaders who should have been good examples to the people were in Judah, and today in our time are adopting foreign practices and thus showing their contempt for the LORD by ignoring his commands against adopting pagan culture. The LORD Almighty has commanded that you shut your mouth before him, especially those who walk the streets as sluts in leggings with barely any clothes on their bodies; for very soon you will be sacrificed to the birds and the wild beasts if you do not repent. To the wealthy that has dug their underground bunkers where they have planned to run into and hide when my judgment comes. The LORD will send earthquakes to collapse your bunkers with you and your friends in them. We have provided a link at the bottom of page 6 to what constitutes pagan clothing for men and women.
“Those that leap on the threshold,” i.e., follow a foreign custom associated with idols. To “leap on the threshold” was a pagan observance. Just as the Philistians thought they had defeated God because they had beaten Israel and captured the Ark. They soon learned that no one defeats God. Their sweet victory turned sour as God began to destroy them with a plague. In the same day, says the LORD, “Will I punish those that leap on the threshold,” a phrase, no doubt, well understood then, and which probably signified the invading of their neighbor’s rights. Entering their houses by force and violence, and seizing their possessions, they leap on the threshold, as much as to say that the house is their own and they will keep their hold of it; and, accordingly, they make all in it their own that they can lay their hands on, and so fill their masters’ houses with goods gotten by violence and deceit and with all the guilt thereby contracted. Nor shall it suffice them to say that the ill-gotten gains were not for themselves but for their masters, and that what they did was by their orders [you are doing your job]; for the obligations we lie under to keep God’s commandments are prior and superior to the obligations we lie under to serve the interests of any master on earth.
“The fish gate,” located on the northern end of the Tyrophoeon Valley. One of the main roads through Jerusalem entered the city through the Fish Gate (2 Chronicles 33:14). Fishermen brought through the Fish Gate fishes for selling to Jerusalem. The spiritual meaning of the Fish Gate is that after the Sheep Gate redemption in the blood of the Lord Jesus begins fishing of men; in other words, preaching of the Gospel about the Lord Jesus. Jesus Christ said that He will make from His disciples fishers of men. The Fish Gate means the preaching of the Gospel and fishing, the men to the kingdom of God.
The Gospel message excludes no one, as no one is irredeemable. One example from the Bible was king Manasseh who would rank near the top in the list of corrupt kings. His life was a catalog of evil deeds, including idol worship, sacrificing his own children, and temple desecration. Eventually, however, he realized his sins and cried out to God for forgiveness. And God listened. If God can forgive Manasseh, surely he can forgive anyone. My friend if you are reading this message, are you burdened by overpowering guilt? If you doubt that anyone could forgive you of what you have done, you should know that until death, no one is beyond God’s forgiveness. But it is appointed to everyone to live and die once, after which comes judgment (Hebrew 9:27). 
“Maktesh,” a low part of Jerusalem where gold-smiths and merchants lived. The trading people, and the rich merchants, are next called to account. Iniquity is found in their end of the town, among the inhabitants of Maktesh, a low part of Jerusalem, deep like a mortar; for so the word signifies; our today Wall Street. The goldsmiths lived there (Nehemiah 3:32), and the merchants; and they are now cut down; they are broken, and have shut up their shops, and become bankrupts). All those that bear silver are cut off, in the first place, by the invaders, for the sake of the silver they carry, which is so far from being a protection to them that it will expose and betray them. In America’s cities to name but a few: New York, Boston and San Francisco, these cities love, gold, silver and sex; anything goes. The conquerors aimed at the wealthy men, and carried them off first, as would be the case in America, while the poor and all that trust in the LORD in the land shall escaped. In Judah’s day this also meant of a general decay of trade, which was a preface and introduction to the general destruction of the land. It is the token of a declining state when great dealers are cut down, and great bankers are cut off and become bankrupts, who cannot fall alone, but with themselves ruin many. Watch the stock market, for it is about to go belly up.
12-13. “Lees, dregs,” or sediment in wine, here meaning that they are intoxicated with their pleasures, secure, easy life, and fearing nothing and no one. All the secure and careless people, the sons of pleasure, that live a loose idle life, are next reckoned with; they come from all parts of the country, to take up their quarters in the head-quarters of the kingdom, where they take private lodgings, and indulge themselves in ease and luxury; but God will find them out, and punish them: “At that time I will search Jerusalem with candles, to discover them, that they may be brought out to condign punishment.” This intimates that they conceal themselves, as being either ashamed of the sin or afraid of the punishment of it; when the judgments of God are abroad they hope to escape by absconding and getting out of the way to and hide in their fortified bunkers, but God will search America’s cities for these people as he searched Jerusalem. The search shall be a search as for a malefactor in disguise, that is harbored by his accomplices. God’s hand will find out all his enemies, wherever they lie hid, and will punish not only the secret idolaters, but the secret epicures or those devoted to sensual pleasure and profane; and those are the persons that are here described, and marks are given by which they will be discovered when strict search is made for them by the Almighty God.
As for the wicked Elite, their dispositions are sensual: They are settled on their lees, intoxicated with their pleasures, strengthening themselves in their wealth and wickedness; they are secure and easy, and, because they have had no changes, always rich and wealthy, they fear none, as Moab, (Jeremiah 48:11). They have not been emptied from vessel to vessel. They fill themselves with wine and strong drink, and banish all thought, saying, tomorrow shall be as this day, (Isaiah 56:12). Their being settled on their lees signifies the same with being enclosed in their own fat, (Psalm 17:10). Their notions are atheistical. They could not live such loose lives but that they say in their heart, The Lord will not do good, neither will he do evil; that is, He will do nothing; it does not matter what evil they do. They deny his providential government of the world: "What good and evil there is in the world comes by the wheel of fortune, and not by the disposal of a wise and supreme director.’’ They deny his God Almighty’s moral government, and his dispensing rewards and punishments: "The Lord will not do good to those that serve him, nor do evil to those that rebel against him; and therefore there is nothing gotten by faith in the Almighty Father, nor lost by sin.’’ This was the effect of their sensuality; if they were not drowned in sense, they could not be thus senseless, nor could they be so stupid if they had not stupefied themselves with the love of pleasure. 
It was also the cause of their sensuality; men would not make a god of their belly if they had not at first become so vain, so vile, in their imaginations, as to think the God that made them altogether such a one as themselves. But God will punish them; their end is destruction, (Philippians 3:19). What the destruction will be with which God will punish these sinners, and what course he will take with them. He will silence them: Hold thy peace at the presence of the Lord. He will force them to hold their peace, will strike them dumb with horror and amazement. They shall be speechless. All the excuses of their sin, and exceptions against the sentence, will be overruled, and they shall not have a word to say for themselves. He will sacrifice them, for it is the day of the Lord’s sacrifice; he will give them into the hands of their enemies, and glorify himself thereby.
14-17. This is a description of the evil that came upon Judah and Jerusalem that will come upon America and the nations of the world in the hour of God’s wrath against the nations for their sins, unless they repent. The great day of the”LORD” was near; the Babylonians would soon come and destroy Jerusalem. The Day of the Lord is also near to us, God promises a final judgment, a day of worldwide destruction. (Revelation 20:12-15). The Babylonian conquest occurred just as surely and horribly as Zephaniah prophesied. And God’s final Day of Judgment is also sure, but so is his ability to save. My friend, to be spared from the coming Judgment of America and the nations of the world, please recognize that you cannot save yourself and that the Almighty God alone can save you. 
For the unbelieving wealthy, “Neither their silver nor their gold” will ransom them from the imminent judgment of God. They have hoarded these metals by taxing the poor for use in the day of adversity, but it will do them no good. Money is not evil in itself, but it is useless to save us. In this life, money can warp our perspective giving us feelings of security and power. Just as the Israelites’ wealth could not save them from the Babylonian invasion, so at the final judgment our riches will be worthless. Only Jesus Christ redemptive work on our behalf matters for eternity. He alone will ransom us if we believe in him. Do not trust money, trust Jesus Christ.
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