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By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Passover Feast of the LORD
The Biblical First Month of the Year
Exodus Chapter 12
In the Bible, God Almighty instituted certain holy days for his children as a sign that they belong to Him. Mr. Sin is also known as Satan or Lucifer knows this. In other words, if you celebrate the holy days of the Lord, then you are the Lord’s child, but if you celebrate the pagan holidays, you identify yourself a child of satan also known as Lucifer by those who worship him. In the Bible, there are no holidays, but holy days of the Lord. That seven holidays is symbolic to his saving plan for everyone that will accept them.

Passover is one of the seven holy Feast days God Almighty designed for his people to celebrate Israel’s deliverance from Egyptian slavery and ourselves from sin which makes prisoners of those who live in them. Celebration of the holy days of the LORD are rehearsals or rather reminders of what God Almighty has done for us. It is important to develop a tradition of the celebration of the LORD’s holy days in your family to highlight the significance of these holy days. These serve as reminders to the older people and as a learning experience for the younger ones in the family. 

For the Israelites to be spared from the plague of death, a lamb with no defects had to be killed and its blood placed on the doorframes of each home. If you ask, “What was the significance of the lamb? In killing the lamb, the Israelites shed innocent blood. The lamb was a sacrifice, a substitute for the person who would have died in the plague. From this point on, the Hebrew people would clearly understand that for them to be spared from death, an innocent life had to be sacrificed in their place.

6-11 The Passover feast was to be an annual holy day celebration forever in honor of the night when the LORD’s God Angel “Passed over” the homes of the Israelites. The Hebrews followed God Almighty’s instructions by placing the blood of a lamb on the doorposts of their homes. That night the firstborn son of every family who did not have blood on the doorposts was killed. The lamb had to be killed in order to get the blood that would protect them. This foreshadowed the blood of Jesus Christ, and now you know why Jesus is called the Lamb of God Almighty, who gave his blood for the sins of all people. Inside their homes, the Israelites as we commemorated last night, ate a meal of roast lamb, unleavened bread, and bitter herbs. Unleavened bread could be made quickly because the dough did not have to rise because of no yeast which symbolizes sin. Bitter herbs signified the bitterness of slavery.

11-13. Eating the Passover while wearing traveling clothes was a sign of the Hebrews faith in God Almighty. Although they were not yet free, they were to prepare themselves, for God Almighty had said he would lead them out of Egypt. Their preparation was an act of faith. My friends, preparing yourselves for the fulfillment of God Almighty’s promises in His Word, however unlikely they may seem, demonstrates your faith (Matthew 9:29). This is the only way you can prove your faith in God Almighty (Genesis 15:6; Romans 4:3).

14-16. The LORD God Almighty is greater than all gods. The same angel that destroyed Egyptian first-borns demolished their idols, which were no less dear to them. For the protection of Israel from this plague, they were ordered to sprinkle the blood of the lamb upon the door-posts, their doing which would be accepted as an instance of their faith in the divine warnings and their obedience to the divine precepts. If in times of common calamity God Almighty will secure his own people, and set a mark upon them; they shall be hidden either in heaven or under heaven, preserved either from the stroke of judgments or at least from the sting of them. 

The blood of sprinkling is the saint’s security in times of common calamity; it is this that marks them for God Almighty, pacifies conscience, and gives them boldness of access to the throne of grace, and so becomes a wall of protection around them and a wall of partition between them and the children of this world. This was to be annually observed as a feast of the LORD in their generations, to which the feast of unleavened bread was annexed, during which, for seven days, they were to eat no bread but what was unleavened, in remembrance of their being confined to such bread, of necessity, for many days after they came out of Egypt.

17-23 For the Israelites, Passover became an annual remembrance of how God Almighty delivered the Hebrews from Egypt. Each year in the month of Abib, the first month of the year as now, not January 1st; and the people would pause to remember the day when the destroyer of God Almighty angel of death passed over their homes. They gave thanks to God Almighty for saving them from death and bringing them out of a land of slavery, idolatry, and sin. 

All true Christians today have experienced a day of deliverance as well, the day they were delivered from spiritual death and slavery to sin (John 3: 15-21). So the next time struggles and trials come, focus on how God Almighty has delivered you in the past and on his promise of new life with him.

24-28 Moses is here, as a faithful steward in God Almighty’s house, teaching the children of Israel to observe all things which God had commanded him; and no doubt he gave the instructions to the people as largely as he received them. That this night, when the first-born were to be destroyed, no Israelite must stir out of doors till morning, that is, till towards morning, when they would be called to march out of Egypt.  

Not that the destroying angel could have known an Israelite from an Egyptian in the street; but God Almighty would intimate to them that their safety was due to the blood of sprinkling; if they put themselves from under the protection of that, it was at their peril. Those whom God Almighty has marked for himself must not mingle with evil-doers: (Isaiah 26:20, 21). They must not go out of the doors, lest they should go straggling and be out of the way when they should be summoned to depart: they must stay within, to wait for the salvation of the LORD, and it is good to do so. That hereafter they should carefully teach their children the meaning of this service. 

Here we observe, the question which the children would ask concerning this solemnity which they would soon take notice of in the family: Dad, Mom, “What do you mean by this service? What is the meaning of all this care and exactness about eating this lamb, and this unleavened bread, more than about common food? Why such a difference between this meal and other meals?’’ No doubt, it is a good thing to see children inquisitive about the things of God Almighty; it is to be hoped that those who are careful to ask for the way will find it. Jesus Christ himself, when a child, heard and asked questions (Luke 2:46). My friends, do not follow the crowd to observe holidays and festivals you do not know their origins.  Ask questions and search for their origins, and if they are not in the Bible, you can be sure they are not of God Almighty. Christmas’ is heathen’s festival known as Saturnalia, and all the pagans gods were born on December 25th. Pagans Good Friday was when Tammuz died, and it rose on Sunday, the reason for the Sunday worship (Ezekiel 8:14).
It should concern us all rightly to understand the meaning of those holy ordinances wherein we worship God Almighty, what is nature and what the end of them, what is signified and what intended, what is the duty expected from us in them and what are the advantages to be expected by us. Every ordinance has a meaning; some ordinances, as the Holy Communion, do not have their meaning as plain and obvious as others have; therefore we should be concerned to search, that we may not offer the blind for sacrifice, but may do a reasonable service. 

If either we are ignorant of or mistaken about, the meaning of holy ordinances, we can neither please God nor profit ourselves (Luke 13: 23-27).  The answer which the parents were to give to this question: You shall say, it is the sacrifice of the Lord’s Passover, that is, "By the killing and sacrificing of this lamb, we keep in remembrance the work of wonder and grace which God Almighty did for our fathers. To make way for our deliverance out of bondage, he slew the firstborn of the Egyptians, so compelling them to sign our discharge.’’  

Though there were with us, even with us, sins against the Lord our God Almighty, for which the destroying angel, when he was abroad doing execution, might justly have destroyed our first-born too, yet God graciously appointed and accepted the family-sacrifice of a lamb, instead of the first-born, as, of old, the ram instead of Isaac (Genesis 22:7-13), and in every house where the lamb was slain the first-born were saved.’’ The repetition of this solemnity in the return of every year was designed, first, to look backward as a memorial, that in it they might remember what great things God Almighty had done for them and their fathers.

29-33 Every first born child of the Egyptians died, but the Israelite children were spared because the blood of the lamb had been placed on their doorposts. So begins the story of redemption, the central theme of the Bible. If you ask, “What does redemption mean, or we have been redeemed?” it means to buy back or “to save from captivity by paying a ransom.” One way to buy back a slave is to offer an equivalent for superior slave in exchange. That is the way God Almighty chose to buy us back; he offered his Son in exchange for us.

In the Old Testament times, God Almighty accepted symbolic offerings for sin. Jesus had not yet been sacrificed for the sins of the world, so God Almighty accepted the life of an animal in place of the life of the sinner. When Jesus came, he substituted his perfect life for our sinful lives, accepting the penalty for sin that we deserve. Thus he redeemed us from the power of sin and restored us to our Father God Almighty. Jesus sacrificial death on the Cross made animal sacrifice no longer necessary (Hebrews10:12-31).

We must recognize that if we want to be freed from the deadly consequences of our sins, a tremendous price must be paid. But we do not have to pay for it. If you ask why? My friends, not only can you not be able to pay it because it is priceless, but Jesus Christ, our substitute has already redeemed us by his death on the cross. Your part is to trust him and accept his gift of eternal life. In Jesus Christ your sins have been paid for, and the way has been cleared for you to begin a relationship with your Father God Almighty (Titus 2:14; Hebrew 9:13-15; 23-26). 

34-37 A kneading dough was a large bowl made of wood, bronze, or pottery and used for kneading the dough. The bread was made by mixing water and flour in the trough with a small piece of leavened dough saved from the previous day’s batch. The bread was and is still the primary food in the Hebrews diet, and thus it was vital to bring the trough along. It could be easily carried over the shoulder.The haste in this departure is reflected in the condition of the bread. The Israelites were so rushed that their dough was not leavened, and consequently they had to be satisfied with unleavened loaves (Galatians 5:9). This taught them how to restrain themselves from the things they would normally have on daily basis.
The total number of people leaving Egypt that night is estimated to have been about three million, men, women, and children. The “mixed multitude” may have been Egyptians and others who were drawn to the Hebrews by God Almighty’s mighty works and who decided to leave Egypt with them. There were always those among the Israelites that were not Israelites, and there are still hypocrites in the church, who make a deal of mischief, but will be shaken off at last. The sojourn of the Israelites in Egypt was for a period of 430 years (Genesis 15:13).

The ordinances of that night, in the annual return of it, were to be carefully observed forever. This is that night of the Lord, that remarkable night, to be celebrated in all generations.  The great things God Almighty does for his people are not to be a nine days’ wonder, as we say, but the remembrance of them is to be perpetuated throughout all ages, especially the work of our redemption by Jesus Christ. This first Passover-night was a night of the LORD much to be observed; but the last Passover-night, in which Jesus Christ was betrayed and in which the Passover, with the rest of the ceremonial institutions, was superseded and abolished, was a night of the LORD much more to be observed.  It was when a yoke heavier than that of Egypt was broken from off our necks, and land better than that of Canaan set before us. That was a temporal deliverance to be celebrated in their generation; this is an eternal redemption to be celebrated in the praises of glorious saints, world without end. 

43-51 some further precepts are here given concerning the Passover, as it should be observed in times to come.  All the congregation of Israel and ourselves must keep it. All that share in God’s mercies should join in thankful praises for them. Though it was observed in families apart, yet it is looked upon as the act of the whole congregation; for the smaller communities constituted the greater. The New-Testament Passover, the Lord’s Supper, ought not to be neglected by any who are capable of celebrating it. He is unworthy the name of an Israelite or a Christian that can contentedly neglect the commemoration of so great a deliverance.  

Passover provides additional Passover regulations, relating chiefly to admission to the Passover celebration. No stranger that was uncircumcised might be admitted to eat of it. None might sit at the table but those that came in by the door; nor may any new approach to the improving ordinance of the Lord’s Supper who has not first submitted to the LORD’s ordinance of baptism. We must be born again by the word before we can be nourished by it. Nor shall any partake of the benefit of Jesus Christ’s sacrifice, or feast upon it, who are not first circumcised in heart (Colossians 2:11). Any stranger that was circumcised might be welcome to eat of the Passover, even servants. If by circumcision, they would make themselves debtors to the law in its burdens, they were welcome to share in the joy of its solemn feasts, and not otherwise. 

Only it is intimated that those who were masters of families must not only be circumcised themselves but have all their males circumcised too. If in sincerity, and with that zeal which the thing required and deserves, we give up ourselves to God Almighty, we shall, with ourselves, give up all we have to him and do our utmost that all ours maybe his too. 

Here is an early indication of favor to the poor Gentiles that the stranger, if circumcised, stands upon the same level with the home-born Israelite. One law for both. This was a mortification to the Jews and taught them that it was their dedication to God, not their descent from Abraham that entitled them to their privileges. A sincere proselyte was as welcome to the Passover as a native Israelite (Isaiah 56:6, Isaiah 56:7). In one house shall it be eaten for good-fellowship sake, that they might rejoice together, and edify one another in the eating of it. 

None of the Passover celebration meal must be carried to another place, nor left to another time; for God would not have them so taken up with care about their departure as to be indisposed to take the comfort of it, but to leave Egypt, and enter upon a wilderness, with cheerfulness, and, in token of that, to eat a good hearty meal. The papists’ carrying their consecrated host from house to house is not only superstitious in itself but contrary to this typical law of the Passover, which directed that no part of the lamb should be carried abroad. The chapter concludes with a repetition of the whole matter, that the children of Israel did as they were bidden, and God Almighty did for them as he promised; for he will certainly be the author of salvation to those that obey him. 
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