Sabbath Day Sermon of April 20, 2013
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Jesus Arrested, Tried and Crucified
John Chapter 18
In this chapter Jesus prepares to fulfill the third responsibility of a priest. Priests were to teach, pray, and offer sacrifices. Jesus has finished both his teaching and his preaching ministries. He is about to make his soul an offering for sin. This will mark the completion of his priestly work.  Jesus went over the brook Cedron, and entered into the garden. Judas the one who betrayed him, knew the place, and he had gone and received a band of soldiers from the chief priests and Pharisees to arrest Jesus. The officers were members of the Temple guard, they were Judeans given authority by the religious leaders to make arrests for minor infractions.
6-9. Jesus when he saw the soldiers in the garden, knowing that all things that should come upon him, he went forward, and said unto them, “Whom seek ye?”  They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth, and Jesus said “I am he.” They went backward and fell on the ground.  Jesus “spoke them to the ground.” He could have struck them dead to the ground.” He could have summoned the angels of heaven to rescue him. He could have had the ground swallow them up as it did Konah in Numbers 16 verse 31. He struck these people to the ground so that they would see their need for repentance and have time to repent if they wished to do so. He also struck them down to show that no one could take his life from him. He would lay it down of himself, voluntarily and in accord with the Father’s will (John 10 verse 18).
10-12. Only John says it was Peter who did this, most of the gospel writer say “one of them” did this, whereas Luke identifies him as one of the disciples (Luke 22 verses 45 to 50). Trying to protect Jesus, Peter pulled a sword and wounded the High Priest’s servant. But Jesus told him to put away his sword and allow God’s plan to unfold. At times it is tempting to take matters into our own hands, to force the issue. Most often such moves lead to sin. Instead we must trust God to work out his plan. Think of it, if Peter had had his way, Jesus would not have gone to the cross, and God’s plan of redemption would have been halted.
“The cup which my Father hath given me,” refers to the suffering, isolation, and death that Jesus would have to endure in order to atone for the sins of the word. Jesus was immediately taken to the High Priest residence, even though this was the middle of the night. The religious leaders were in a hurry, they wanted to complete the execution celebration. This residence was a palace whose outer walls enclosed a courtyard where servants and soldiers warmed themselves around a fire. Both Annas and Caiaphas are called High Priests, because Annas had been deposed by Roman rulers, and Caiaphas, his son-in-law was appointed High Priest. According to Judean law the office of High Priest was held for life. So many Judeans still considered Annas the High Priest and still called him by that title. But although Annas retained much authority among the Judeans, Caiaphas made the final decisions.
13-25. Both Caiaphas and Annas cared more about their political ambitions than about their responsibility to lead the people to God. Though religious leaders they claimed, they had become evil. As the nation’s spiritual leaders, they should have been sensitive to God’s revelation in his Word. They should have known that Jesus was the Messiah about whom Scriptures spoke, and they should have pointed the people to him. But when men pursue evil, they want to eliminate all opposition. Instead of honestly evaluating Jesus claims based on their knowledge of Scripture, they sought to further their own selfish ambitions and were willing to kill God’s Son if that’s what it took to do it.

26-27. As Jesus was led into the Palace of the High Priest, Simon Peter followed, and so did John the writer of this Gospel. He knew the High Priest and identified himself to the girl at the gate. Because of his connections, he got himself and Peter into the courtyard. But Peter refused to identify himself as Jesus follower. Peter’s experiences in the next few hours would change his life.  There were three stages to Peter’s denial. First he acted confused and tried to divert attention from himself by changing the subject. Second, he denied Jesus with an oath. Third, he began to curse and swear. Believers who deny Jesus often begin doing so subtly by pretending not to know him. When opportunities to discuss their relationships with Jesus come up, they walk away or pretend they do not know the answers. With only a little more pressure, they can be induced to deny flatly their relationship with Jesus Christ. If you find yourself subtly avoiding occasions to talk about Jesus Christ, watch out. You may be on the road to denying him. Again, remember that Jesus will only confess before his Father, those who confess him before others.
During the night Jesus had two pretrial hearings before he was taken to the entire Judean council. The religious leaders knew they had no grounds for charging him, they tried to build evidence against him by using false witnesses. We can easily get angry at the Judean Council for their injustice in condemning Jesus, but we must remember that Peter and the rest of the disciples also contributed to Jesus’ pain by deserting and denying him. Ourselves by our sins contributed to his sufferings and his dead on the cross. A few hours earlier, his disciples had said they would rather die than desert their Lord. Perhaps, most of us are not like the religious leaders, we are all like the disciples, for all of us have been guilty of denying Jesus Christ as Lord in vital areas of our lives or of keeping secret our identity as believers in times of pressure. My friends do not excuse yourself by pointing at others whose sins seem worse than yours. Call to Jesus today for forgiveness of your sin, and healing.
28-32. “Lest they be defiled.” By Judeans who practiced Phariseeism also known as Judaism law in Jesus’ day, entering the house of a Gentile was a serious offense. As a result, he could not take part in worship at the Temple or celebrate the feasts until he or she was restored to a state of ‘cleanness.” Afraid of being defiled, these men stayed outside the house where they had taken Jesus for trial. They kept up the ceremonial requirements of their religion while harboring murder and treachery in their hearts. Pilate the Roman governor was in charge of Judea, the region where Jerusalem was located, from A.D 26 to 36.  Pilate was unpopular with the Judeans because he had raided the Temple treasury for money to build and aqueduct. Pilate did not like the Judeans, but when Jesus, whom he later described as the King of the Judeans, stood before him, Pilate found him innocent so he said.
Although Pilate knew what was going on, that the religious leaders hated Jesus, but he played along. Some have said that he did not want to act as their executioner, and that they could not sentence him to death themselves; permission had to come from a Roman leader. But the Judeans had a law that permitted them to stone people to death (Deuteronomy 13 verse 10; Acts 7 verse 56 to 59). Pilate initially pretended not to want to sentence Jesus for insufficient evidence, which made Jesus’ life a pawn in a political power struggle. However, in this political football, Pilate appeared to have made four attempts to deal with Jesus: He tried to put the responsibility on someone else; he pretended to want to release Jesus; he tried to compromise with the people by beating Jesus rather than handing him over to die; and he tried a direct appeal to the sympathy of the accusers. All these he did after he had declared him not guilty. Just like you and I, everyone has to decide what to do with Jesus. Pilate tried to let everyone else decide for him, and in the end, he lost. 
The initial charge against Jesus by the High Priest was as malefactor, for that reason he told them to deal with Jesus according to their law.  I believe the Roman would imprison a malefactor not kill him.  The High Priest now tells Pilate that they want him to put Jesus to death. Of course, he had said that earlier himself, that it was expedient that one should die for the nation, not knowing that he was actually prophesying being a High Priest. However, his request fulfilled the saying of Jesus, which he spoke, signifying what death he should die.
33-35. Signifying what death he should die, that is, “fulfilling Jesus’ prediction and of the prophets concerning the method of his execution.” This prophecy is recorded in Matthew 20 verse 19, which indicates his death by crucifixion, a practice under Roman law.  Judean execution was by stoning (Deuteronomy 13 verse 10; Acts 7 verses 58 and 59). Jesus, however, said “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up, and when I am lifted, I will draw all men to me”  The judgment hall, that is, “Praetorium,” which was the headquarters of the high court officers and the guards.  Jesus was crowned by the Roman soldiers with thorns in this hall of judgment. “Art thou the King of the Judeans,” Pilate inquired of Jesus? “King as you use the word or as the Judeans use it? Jesus said” An extended paraphrase of this serve would be: “Do you mean their king, or their Messiah?” Pilate was asking whether Jesus was setting up a rebel government. But the Judeans were using the word “king” to mean their religious ruler, the Messiah. 
"Sayest thou this thing of thyself, from a suspicion arising in thy own breast, or did others tell it thee of me, and dost thou ask it only to oblige them?’’ "It is plain that thou hast no reason to say this of thyself.’’ Pilate was bound by his office to take care of the interests of the Roman government, but he could not say that this was in any danger, or suffered any damage, from any thing our Lord Jesus had ever said or done. He never appeared in worldly pomp, never assumed any secular power, never acted as a judge or divider; never were any traitorous principles or practices objected to him, nor any thing that might give the least shadow of suspicion. "If others tell it thee of me, to incense thee against me, you ought to consider who they are, and upon what principles they go, and whether those who represent me as an enemy to Caesar are not really such themselves, and therefore use this only as a pretence to cover their malice, for, if so, the matter ought to be well weighed by a judge that would do justice.’’ 
If Pilate had been as inquisitive as he ought to have been in this matter, he would have found that the true reason why the chief priests were outrageous against Jesus was because he did not set up a temporal kingdom in opposition to the Roman power; if he would have done this, and would have wrought miracles to bring the Judeans out of the Roman bondage, as Moses did to bring them out of the Egyptian, they would have been so far from siding with the Romans against him that they would have made him their king, and have fought under him against the Romans; but, not answering this expectation of theirs, they charged that upon him of which they were themselves most notoriously guilty-disaffection to and design against the present government; and was such an information as this fit to be countenanced? Pilate resents Jesus Christ’s answer, and takes it very ill. Of course, Pilate would have to if the price of the sins of the world was to be paid in fulfillment of prophecy.
Now Pilate with disdain asks, “Am I a Judean?” The Judeans were, upon many accounts, an honorable people; but, having corrupted the covenant of their God, they made themselves contemptible and base before all the people (Malachi 2 verse 8 to 9), so that a man of sense and honor reckoned it a scandal to be counted a Judean. Thus good names often suffer for the sake of the bad men that wear them. Jesus Christ had asked him whether others told him. "Yes,’’ says he, "and those thine own people, who, one would think would be biased in favor of thee, and the priests, whose testimony, on the word of a priest, ought to be regarded; and therefore I have nothing to do but to proceed upon their information.’’

36-40.  Pilate asked Jesus a straightforward question, and Jesus answered clearly. Jesus Christ is King, but one whose Kingdom is not of this world. Someday he will reign over a visible kingdom. But this fact is incidental to the fact that his Kingdom is not of this world system. There seems to have been no question in Pilate’s mind that Jesus spoke the truth and was innocent of any crime. It also seems apparent that while recognizing the truth, Pilate chose to reject it. Thus it is a tragedy when we fail to recognize the truth. It is a greater tragedy when we recognize the truth but fail to heed it. Pilate was cynical like every other politician; he thought all truth was relative. To politicians, truth is what the majority of people agreed with or whatever helped their own personal power and political advancement.  However, when there is no basis for truth there is no basis for moral right and wrong. Justice becomes whatever works or helps those in power. In Jesus and his Word we have a standard for truth and for our moral behavior.

Jesus has a spiritual and eternal Kingdom.  He came to wrest the kingdoms of this word from their rulers and will present them to the Father at the end of time. He fights against Satan, ruler of this present world. A kingship implies three things: the king must be sovereign; he must have a people to rule over; and he must have a territory under his control. Spiritually, Jesus has all of these now. He is seated at the right hand of the Father on his throne (Acts 2 verse 4; Hebrews 1 verse 3; Revelation 3 verse 21), he has a people in the church who are his subjects, and the Father has given him authority.  It was never in the plan of God for Jesus to set up an earthly kingdom at the time of his first coming. Apart from the cross he could not have been “the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world” (Revelation 13 verse 8); nor could he have been he who “taketh away the sin of the world” (John 1 verse 29). His second coming will mark his visible glory and irresistible power as the King of Kings and Lord of the whole universe (Philippians 2 verses 10 and 11; Revelation 19 verse 16).
40. “Give us Barabbas.” Barabbas was a well-known revolutionary who probably led the revolt mentioned in Luke 23 verses 18 to 25. The Judeans hated being governed by Rome and paying taxes to the despised government. In this chapter he is called a robber, a word used by Josephus the historian to describe rebels against Roman authority. The same word is used to describe the two thieves crucified on either side of Jesus. We know nothing more about Barabbas than is found in the Scripture. He had led a rebellion and failed, was released instead of Jesus. Unfortunately, Israel chose Barabbas who finally led them to their own destruction as we saw took place in 70 A.D.
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