Sabbath Day Sermon of April 1, 2017.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Calling of a Prophet
Jeremiah Chapter 1

In this chapter the Bible tells us that Hilkiah the Hebrew Israelite priest who lived in the land of Benjamin had a son called Jeremiah. To this son of Hilkiah, named Jeremiah came the word of God Almighty. You must understand that it was not Jeremiah’s word, nor was it a delusion. Not every one who claims to speak for God has the true message of God Almighty. There are always going to be false prophets in every generation as well as a few true ones. But here it looks like Jeremiah was to be accused of being a false prophet, but the supernatural works God performed through him were proofs to all that he was a genuine prophet of God Almighty. 

God spoke to Jeremiah many times over many years, but Jeremiah’s job was to determine what God wanted him to do each day. So it is with you and me, God has given us his Word with many messages. But as we search the Scriptures, we must keep asking, “What do you want me to do for you today Lord?” God knew every one of us as he knew Jeremiah, long before we were born or even conceived, God knew you, thought about you, and planned for your arrival on earth. So remember these things when you are discouraged or feel inadequate, and know that God has always thought of you as valuable and has had a purpose for you. 

Truly, each true Christian has a purpose in life, but some are appointed or anointed by God Almighty for a specific kind of work as were Jeremiah and all the major and Minor Prophets of the Old and the New Testaments even today. For example, Sampson, John the Baptist and Paul, and many others in our time; through ministries such as HSAPM.ORG., God Almighty has continued to speak His Word to all people. These were called to do a particular job for God Almighty. Therefore, whatever work you do should be done for the glory of God. If God has given you a specific task, accept it cheerfully and do it with excellence. But if God has not given you a specific assignment yet, then seek to fulfill the mission common to all believers to love, obey, and serve God until such a time that what he called you to do for him becomes very clear to you. No one in the Church of Jesus Christ is called to come and sit around doing nothing for the Kingdom of God. So never allow feelings of inadequacy to keep you from obeying God’s call. Always expect the Holy Spirit to send someone over to you to be taught the Christian living. You should know that Jesus will always be with you. Now understand that when you find yourself avoiding something you know you should do, be careful not to use lack of self-confidence as an excuse. If God has called you to do a job for him, he will provide all you need to do it. The word is “Trust” him to deliver as he has promised. 
Unless a prophet is truly called by God and sent as His messenger to his people, there is no good reason the people should listen to him or her. Speaking about false prophets, God says through Jeremiah: “ I did not send these prophets, yet they ran; I did not speak to them, yet they prophesied” (Jeremiah 23:21) To establish his credentials as a prophet, Jeremiah along with Amos (Amos 7:14-15), Isaiah (Isaiah 6:1-13), and Ezekiel (1:4-3; 3:15), reminds his readers that he was called directly by God Almighty and commissioned to be God’s messenger to them, His people. That God Almighty “knew,” and “dedicated,” and “appointed” Jeremiah to be “a prophet to the nations” even before he was born is the prophet’s symbolic way of declaring that God had a role for him to play not only in the history of Israel but in the history of the gentile nations as well. If you ask, “How can I know a true prophet?” The Word of God in the Bible is the test, search the Scriptures against the words of the prophet (Acts 17:11; 1 John 3:24; John 4:1-5).
God Almighty’s sovereign direction of Jeremiahs life tells us something of the divine operation of God’s will. God had a master plan for Jeremiah before the prophet was conceived in his mother’s womb. Jeremiah’s call by God Almighty to the prophetic office was effectual; Jeremiah responded to the sovereign call. God gave Jeremiah all he needed to fulfill his prophetic ministry; Jeremiah’s excuses to avoid fulfilling God Almighty’s call for his life were silly and unworthy. Moreover, Jeremiah was not able to keep from prophesying even when he decided to remain silent (Jeremiah 20:9).

6-10. Jeremiah either was lacking in confidence or lacking willingness to become a prophet when God Almighty called him. His excuse was that he was only a youth of about twenty years of age or so. In God’s work, a tender age is no reason to refuse to speak for God. Samuel was a mere child when he conveyed God’s message to Eli (1 Samuel 3:1-18). Jeremiahs excuses were probably because he knew that prophets lead a lonely life, are frequently scorned, often persecuted, and with few exceptions rejected during their lives. God, however, commands Jeremiah’s only comfort is God promise, “I am with you to deliver you.” It is consoling to observe that God Almighty regularly promises to be “with” those who have been commissioned for difficult tasks in his service (Exodus 4:12; Joshua 1:5, 9; Judges 6:16; 1 Samuel 3:19; 16:13; Matthew 28:20).

11-16. God touching of Jeremiah’s mouth is the prophet’s metaphorical or a figure of speech way of expressing that what he preaches to the people is truly the Word of God Almighty and not any human word. For I will hasten or watch over my Word to perform it, that is, “I will surely do what I say, and will carry out my threats of punishment.” Now Jeremiah’s job is cut out for him. The Lord God Almighty informs Jeremiah about his responsibilities as His prophet. He is to gird up his loins, that is, to free himself from anything that would hinder him in his word for God Almighty. He is to declare the whole counsel of God. Every word from God is weighty; nothing is to be left out. He is to appear against kings, princes, and priests, thus he has much to fear. But he is not to be dismayed, for God Almighty will be with him. “The fear of the LORD God is the best antidote against the fear of people. For whoever has the world for his enemy but God Almighty for his friend is save and secure. God prophesy’s that Jeremiah will be assaulted by those to whom he preaches, but he is guaranteed that the enemy will not overcome. God Almighty will deliver him.

The scope of Jeremiah’s messages include that he will deal not only with Israel but with other nations as well, and his message will be both negative and positive. He will prophesy the end of the old covenant and the existing dynasty of David, but he will also prophecy a new covenant (Jeremiah 30-33) and a new David in the person of Jesus Christ. In the Jeremiah’s two visions of the branch of the watching of almond tree, and the boiling cauldron, foreshadow the fulfillment of Jeremiah’s prophecies concerning the Babylonian invasion and the destruction of Jerusalem and the kingdom of Judah. The watching of the almond tree of a whip made out of a branch reveals the beginning of God’s judgment. Just as the almond tree is among the first to blossom in the spring, God is watching over the divine Word to bring it to fulfillment. The boiling cauldron tipped to the north indicates the direction from which the invading Babylonian armies will come when they besiege and destroy Jerusalem. The advance of this army and the commanders of the troops of the several nations shall take their post in carrying on the siege of Jerusalem and the other cities of Judah. They shall set everyone his throne, or seat. When a city is besieged we say, the enemy sits down before it. They shall encamp some at the entering of the gates, others against the walls round about, to cut off both the going out of the mouths and the coming in of the meat, and so to starve them. He tells him plainly what was the procuring cause of all these judgments; it was the sin of Jerusalem and of the cities of Judah.
I will pass sentence upon them so it may be read or give judgment against this sentence, or this judgment because of all their wickedness; it is this that plucks up the flood-gates and lets in this inundation of calamities. What is their wickedness?  They have forsaken God and revolted from their allegiance to him, and have burnt incense to other gods, new gods, strange gods, and all false gods, pretenders, usurpers, the creatures of their own fancy, and they have worshipped the works of their own hands. Jeremiah was young, had looked but little abroad into the world, and perhaps did not know, nor could have believed, what abominable idolatries the children of his people were guilty of; but God tells him, that he might know what to level his reproofs against and what to ground his threatenings upon, and that he might himself be satisfied in the equity of the sentence which in God’s name he was to pass upon them. 
God excites and encourages Jeremiah to apply himself with all diligence and seriousness to his business. A great trust is committed to him. He is sent in God’s name as a herald at arms, to proclaim war against his rebellious people; for God is pleased to give warning of his judgments beforehand, that sinners may be awakened to meet him by repentance, and so turn away his wrath, and that, if they do not, they may be left inexcusable. With this trust Jeremiah has a charge given him.
If you ask, “Why would God punish his people by allowing the invasion of the Babylonian army?” Well the people of Judah sinned greatly against the Almighty Father by continuing to worship idols. God had commanded them specifically against this (Exodus 20:3-6) because idolatry places trust in the creation rather than the Creator. God Almighty does not appreciate the man he made in his image worshipping his creation. Although the Judaeans claimed to belong to God Almighty, but they chose to follow false gods. Idols will entice you to turn away from God. What is Idol worship, and what does it offer that is enticing? Satan and his demons are the enticing spirits offering: Material possessions, dreams for future, approval of others, and vocational goals. These things do not lead to heaven; rather they compete for your total commitment. My friends, striving after these things at the expense of your commitment to God put your heart where Judah’s was, and God severely punished Judah. If God Almighty severely punished Judah, be sure he will do same to anyone or any people that would commit the same offence against him – idolatry.
17-19. Here God Almighty encourages Jeremiah, and reminds him that he is not alone in the face of his enemies, that it is divine power that strengthens him, and that ultimately he will win out over his enemies because God is with him. Jeremiah’s need for such divine assurance is borne out by the despairing one of the prophet’s famous “confessions” Jeremiah 12:1-6; 15: 1021; 17:14-16; 18:19-23; 20:7-18).
The problems we face as people of God may not seem as ominous or evil as Jeremiah’s problems, but they are critical to us and may overwhelm us. But God promise to Jeremiah and to us is that nothing will defeat us completely; he will help us through the most agonizing problems. God Almighty’s children are to face each day with the assurance that God will be with you and see you through. 

Our attention was drawn to this warning “lest I confound you before them,” that is, Jeremiah must speak to all that he is charged against; he must not whisper it in a corner to a few particular friends that will take it well, but he must appear against the kings of Judah, if they be wicked kings, and bear his testimony against the sins even of the princes. Today it would be the United States Congress or the parliaments of the nations, for the greatest of men are not exempt from the judgments either of God’s hand or of his mouth. Jeremiah must not spare the priests or minister of the Gospel thereof; though he himself was a priest, and could have been concerned to maintain the dignity of his order, yet he must not therefore flatter them in their sins. 
Jeremiah must appear against the people of the land, though they were his own people, as far as they were against the Lord. Two reasons are here given why he should do thus: because he had reason to fear the wrath of God if he should be false: "Be not dismayed at their faces, so as to desert thy office, or shrink from the duty of it, lest I confound and dismay thee before them, lest I give thee up to thy faintheartedness.’’ Those that consult their own credit, ease, and safety, more than their work and duty, are justly left of God to themselves, and to bring upon themselves the shame of their own cowardliness. “Lest I reckon with thee for thy faintheartedness, and break thee to pieces;” so we like to read it. Therefore this prophet says, “Lord, be not thou a terror to me” (Jeremiah17:17). 
My friends, it is better to have all the men in the world our enemies than God our enemy. Because Jeremiah had no reason to fear the wrath of men if he were faithful to God Almighty; for the LORD God whom he served would protect him, and bear him out, so that they should neither sink his spirits nor drive him off from his work. Nothing from them should neither stop his mouth nor take away his life, till he had finished his testimony. The young Jeremiah having been made by the power of God as an impregnable city, fortified with iron pillars and surrounded with walls of brass, now sallies out upon the enemy in reproofs and warnings, and keeps them in awe. They set upon him on every side; the kings and princes batter him with their power, the priests and the fake ministers thunder against him with their church-censures. Today it would have been the fake ministers of the mega churches that would be thundering in their condemnation while holding on to their false prosperity preaching, and their selfish ways.
The people of the land shoot their arrows at him, even slanderous and bitter words; but he shall keep his ground and make his part good with them; he shall still be a curb upon them: They shall fight against thee, but they shall not prevail to destroy thee, for I am with thee to deliver thee out of their hands; nor shall they prevail to defeat the Word that God sends them by Jeremiah, nor to deliver themselves; it shall take hold of them, for God is against them to destroy them. For those who are sure that they have God with them, as he is if they are with him, need not to be afraid whoever is against them. For no weapon fashioned against an employee and a child of God Almighty that shall proper.
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