Sabbath Day Sermon of April 19, 2014
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Passover: Who Should Celebrate?
Exodus Chapter 12
The Almighty God said to Moses, “This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you.” God ordained that the calendar year should start with the month of Nisan, which, in the Gregorian heathen calendar, is equivalent to the later part of March to the first part of the month of April.  This year’s Passover falls exactly on the fourteenth day of the month of April followed by the feast of the unleavened bread through the 21st. If the New Year of any calendar begins on the first month of the year, then the month of Abib is the beginning of the year for the people of God. God himself instituted certain holy days for his people. If God had already instituted the first month of the year for the world, who then are they celebrating on January 1st as New Year? There are only two paths in life, so if you are not celebrating God’s holy days, then you are certainly celebrating devils holidays.
The Feast of the Passover is a holy day instituted by God to celebrate the deliverance of his people; Israel was delivered from Egypt, while all believers in the Almighty God through Jesus Christ were delivered from the penalty of sin which is death without hope. The holy days should be important to us, as annual reminders of what God has done for us. Followers of Jesus Christ ought to develop traditions in their families to highlight the significance of these holy days as commanded by the Almighty God in his Word (Leviticus 23). There are seven of these holy days instituted by God signifying his plan of redemption for his people. These holy days serve as reminders to the older people and as learning experiences for the younger ones.
3-11. For the Israelites to be spared from the plague of death, a lamb with no defects had to be killed and its blood placed on the door frames of each home. The blood of the sacrificial “male lamb” was offered as atonement for sin; the lamb was a substitute for the offerer. So Jesus Christ, the perfect Lamb of God, offered his own blood as our substitute.  He delivered us from the tyranny of sin as God delivered Israel from her Egyptian oppressor.  The Hebrew word transmitted here as “lamb” can also mean “kid” a baby goat. If in times of common calamity God will secure his own people, and set a mark upon them; they shall be hidden either in heaven or under heaven, preserved either from the stroke of judgments or at least from the sting of them. The blood of sprinkling is the saint’s security in times of common calamity; it is this that marks them for God, pacifies conscience, and gives them boldness of access to the throne of grace (Hebrews 10:19), and so becomes a wall of protection around them and a wall of partition between them and the children of this world. 
The Feast of Passover was to be an annual holy day forever in honor of the night when the angel of death ‘passed over” the homes of the Israelites. The Hebrews followed God’s instruction by placing the blood of a lamb on the doorpost of their homes. You should do the same today by placing the blood of Jesus at the door post of your heart. The blood of Jesus is the only acceptable passport at the gate of heaven. If you must travel with Jesus when he returns to take his people to his Kingdom, be sure to have his blood at the door post of your heart. For those who would have died before his return, to be resurrected at his return, you must have had his blood at the door post of your heart before you took your last breath on earth. Eating the Passover feast while wearing traveling clothes was a sign of the Hebrews faith. Although they were not yet free, they were to prepare themselves; for God had said he would lead them out of Egypt. Their preparation was an act of faith. Preparing ourselves for the fulfillment of God’s scriptures promises, however unlikely they may seem, demonstrates our faith. Jesus is returning soon, you should be prepared to meet him before it is too late.  
11-36. On the Passover night the angel of death swept through all Egypt. It had respect only for those houses on whose lintels and over whose doors blood had been sprinkled. That night the firstborn son of every family who did not have blood on their doorpost was killed. The lamb had to be killed in order to get the blood that would protect them. This foreshadowed the blood of Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, who gave his blood for the sins of all people. As in the saving grace of Jesus, the characters and works of those inside had nothing to do with the saving efficacy of the sprinkled blood. It was the blood alone for which the angel of death had regard. Jesus Christ is our perfect sacrifice. His applied blood makes the unrighteous righteous and their sins are forgiven despite where they have been or what they have done (Romans 3:23; 1 Peter 1:18, 19).
Inside their homes, the Israelites ate a meal of roast lamb, unleavened bread, and bitter herbs. Eating the lamb symbolizes the eating of the body of Jesus as he had emphasized in John 6: 51-56. The lamb was roasted to burn off the fat which symbolized sin. Unleavened bread could be made quickly, probably signifying how quickly the blood of Jesus can remove our sins. Bitter herbs signified the bitterness of slavery that God takes away when we accept the sacrificial death of Jesus on the cross, by eating his flesh, and drinking his blood (John 6: 56). Jesus says, “The bread that I will give is my flesh, the flesh of the Son of man and his blood. His flesh is meat indeed, and his blood is drink indeed, also, the participation of this food: We must eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood. “Whoso eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood, in other words, he or she that eateth me”. This is certainly a parable or figurative discourse, wherein the actings of the soul upon things heavenly and divine are represented by bodily actions about things sensible, which made the truths of Jesus Christ more intelligible to some, and less so to others, (Mark 4:11-12). In John chapter 1 we read: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:1, 14).  Jesus Christ is the Word of God, the Word of God is food and it is life; we consume him when we learn the Word of God and digest it. (John 1:1-36; 6:63; Matthew 4:4). The doorpost on which the blood must be applied is the door to your heart, and the house is you in which God dwells; for God dwells not in a house made with hands (John 14:17; 1Corinthians 3:16; Mark 14:58; Acts 7:48; 17:24).
It is called “The flesh of the Son of man, and his blood,” his as Messiah and Mediator: the flesh and blood which he assumed in his incarnation (Hebrews 2 verse 14 ), and which he gave up in his death and suffering: “My flesh which I will give to be crucified and slain.” It is said to be given for the life of the world, that is, first, instead of the life of the world, which was forfeited by sin, Jesus Christ gives his own flesh as a ransom or counterprice. Jesus Christ was our bail, bound body for body, and therefore his life must go for ours, that ours may be spared.
” Ye shall keep it a feast to the LORD throughout your generation.” This the Hebrews and later the Judeans continue to do. In the evening at the beginning of Passover, Hebrew families have a ceremonial meal and offer their worship to God Almighty to commemorate what happened in Egypt as God prepared their ancestors for the exodus. For seven days no leaven is to be found in any home.  For the feast of unleavened bread, it is described in Leviticus chapter 23:6. This ceremony must be distinguished from the Passover, although they are closely connected. The Passover was celebrated on the fourteenth day of the first Hebrew month; the feast of unleavened bread began the fifteenth day and lasted for seven days. Thus they constitute a double celebration, as did the Day of Atonement and the celebration of Tabernacles. In Mark 2:1-12 and Luke 22:1, the Passover and the feast of unleavened bread are mentioned as virtually one, doubtless because no period of time separated one from the other. 
The Passover could not be celebrated the same way after the Holy of Holies, the Ark of Covenant was gone, for there would be no mercy seat on which to sprinkle the blood of bulls and goats according to the prescribed ritual. The celebaration, however, continues among many Israelites and their sojourners today who celebrate in their homes and among Christian communities who observe these ordinances in obedience to the commandment of God Almighty, to commemorate their exodus from Egypt; and the Christian, their escape from Satan’s enslavement and sin.

37-40. The children of Israel sojourned in Egypt for four hundred and thirty years. During the eating of the lamb, no bone of the Passover lamb was to be broken. According to John 19:36, this scripture was used to describe the conditions of Jesus’ body after the crucifixion: “not one of whose bones was broken.” Thus, Jesus fulfilled the type, and he was the true Passover Lamb. Passover in this sense is the celebration of the mercy of God, who “Passed over” and thus delivered his people from death, and opened up the way for them to new life. This was the real birth of the people of God, of Israel the firstborn of God’s new community and of the Christian community through the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. Thus it is fitting that it should be celebrated with unleavened bread, symbolizing the complete break with the past sinful life, and with a sense of urgency as befits those whose faces are not turned towards their Promised Land and or eternal life.
It is in this light that we can see the significance of Apostle Paul’s words in 1st Corinthians 5 verses 7 to 8, and indeed of many other New Testament passages. “Jesus Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.” Surely this is not mere reference to the fact that our Lord Jesus died at the time of the Hebrew feast, but a perception that in the Passion of Death of Jesus, the pattern of God’s salvation of the world foreshowed in the Exodus had now been perfected and demonstrated once and for all. Indeed we see in the New Testament, Jesus, the one true Israelite, as recapitulating Israel’s experience.
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of God’s new creation, is delivered from death by the same Father who had delivered Israel, firstborn of his people, from a similar fate. But as Israel was delivered not for its own preservation but to become the servant of God’s purpose, so all believers see the self giving of Jesus Christ in his sufferings and Death as the culmination of God’s plan for the salvation of the world, initiated at the Exodus and commemorated at the Passover. It was in order that Jesus should become the Paschal Lamb for all mankind, that Israel was set apart by this act of God’s mercy.

So it is for this reason that we read in Apostle John’s gospel, when John the Baptist acclaims Jesus as the Lamb of God (John 1:29), who enters Jerusalem on the day that the Passover lamb was to be taken into the homes of Israel (John 12: 1, 12; Exodus 12:3-6) who was crucified as the paschal lambs were being slain for the feast (John 19: 14), and whose bones must not be broken in accordance with the ordinances of the Passover (John 19:36; Numbers 9:12; 1st Corinthians 5:7). Jesus Christ celebrated the Passover with his disciples, attaching to it the highest significance which becomes apparent when he transforms it into the celebration of his own body and blood offered for the New Israel and for all (Mark 14:12; Luke 22:15). From that moment the Passover of the Exodus story becomes the communion of that Israel of God. The thread of continuity is unbroken, even to the sense of urgency with which the Church of Jesus Christ celebrates the Lord’s death “till he returns” (1 Corinthians 11 verse 26).
Followers of Jesus Christ have experienced a day of deliverance as well, the day we were delivered from spiritual death and slavery to sin. The Lord’s Supper is our “Passover remembrance” of our new life and freedom from sin. The next time struggles and trials come, focus on how God has delivered you in the past and on his promises of new life with him. In how every first born child of the Egyptians died, but the Israelite children were spared because the blood of the lamb had been placed on their door posts, so begins the story of redemption, the central theme of the Bible and the Gospel of Jesus Christ. “That whosoever shall confess with his or her mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in his or her heart that God raised him from the dead, shall be saved.”
Redemption means “to buy back” or “to save from captivity by paying a ransom.” One way to buy back a slave is to offer an equivalent or superior slave in exchange. This is the way God chose to buy us back from Satan; he offered his Son in exchange for us. We have been freed in Jesus Christ, because Satan took the bet in accepting the death of Jesus as full payment for our release from captivity, but then God raised Jesus Christ to Satan’s total defeat. If you ask what captivity? Well remember when Eve wanted to be like God at the solicitation of the serpent or Satan, that is how the captivity came about. Satan deceived Eve to own and enslave her and her children of which we are, so our Father in Heaven tricked Satan back and have gained us back by offering Satan the life of Jesus’ in exchange for ours. This is the main reason Satan would want you dead at some point in your life before you find your way to Jesus. Of course, Satan cannot touch you if you are in Jesus Christ.  My friend, if you are reading this message, and you are in a jam of any kind, I want you to know that if you will call to Jesus, he will save you and give you eternal life.
We all must recognize that if we want to be freed from the deadly consequences of our sins, especially for those who may have made packs with Satan, a tremendous price must be paid. But the good news is that you do not have to pay it. Jesus Christ, our substitute, has already by his finished work, redeemed you by his death on the cross. Your part after you have confessed your sins to Jesus, and have asked him to be the Lord and Savior of your life, is to trust him and accept his free gift of eternal life. In Jesus Christ our sins are paid for, and the way has been cleared for us to begin a relationship with our Father in heaven (Titus 2: 14; Hebrew 9:13-15, 23-26). We have the assurance in God’s promises by his unchangeable realities “immutable things” are his own nature and his own promise. God embodies all truth, and he therefore cannot lie. Because God is truth, you can be secure in his promises, you do not need to wonder if he will change his plans. For the true seeker who comes to God in belief, God gives an unconditional promise of acceptance. If you will ask God today with openness, honesty, and sincerity to save you from your sins, he will do it. This assurance should give you courage and hope.


The total number of people who left Egypt is estimated to have been about two million.  The “mixed multitude” may have been Egyptians and others from kingdoms around who were drawn to the Hebrews by God’s mighty works and who decided to leave with them. In the Passover ordinances, God instructed Moses as follows: anyone who accepts the God of Abraham Isaac and Jacob is welcome to partake of the Passover of The Lord. “One law shall be to him or her that is homeborn, and unto the stranger that sojourneth among you” In other words, God gave only one law for all. Thus did the children of Israel, as the Lord commanded Moses and Aaron, so did they (Exodus 12:48-51). Therefore, God’s chosen people are those who keep his commandments by having their hearts circumcised with the circumcision of Jesus Christ (Colossians 2:11; Romans 2:29). In the light of this revelation, therefore a Gentile is one who does not keep the Law of God, not how or where he or she was born because God made all of one blood, that is, one race (Acts 17:26-28; Isa 55:7).
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