Sabbath Day Sermon of April 18, 2020
By Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Seeking The LORD with Your Whole Heart

Psalm Chapter 119:10.

As the day of the return of the Lord Jesus Christ draws near, it becomes necessary that we in today’s sermon reflect upon the words of the Psalmist in chapter 119 verses 10, 34, 69, and 145. In this chapter, the Psalmist speaks of the whole heart “They that seek Him with the whole heart” (v.2). “I shall observe Thy Law with my whole heart” (v.34). “I will keep Thy precepts with my whole heart” (v.69). “I cried with my whole heart” (v.145). In seeking Almighty God, in observing His law, in crying for his help, each time it is with the whole heart.

When we want to make anything successful in worldly affairs, we put our whole heart into it. And is this not much more necessary in the service of a holy God Almighty? Is He not worthy? Does not His great holiness, and the natural aversion of our hearts from God Almighty demand it? The whole heart is needed in the service of Almighty God when we worship Him in secret (Matthew 6: 5-8). The result of not serving God Almighty with the whole heart is Lukewarm (Revelations 3:15, 16). Lukewarm is the end result of fear, negativity and doubt (James 1:5, 6). If you ask, “What could the Lord be possibly thinking about the lukewarmness of many Christians today in our time?
Hereunder is an excerpt from an Ex-Muslim Cleric’s testimony on how Jesus Christ described lukewarm Christians to him during the time He saved him from the Islamic religion. The Holy Spirit says to the Imam, “I am the Holy Spirit. I’m the third person of the Godhead, don’t be afraid. From today, if there’s anything to think of, my son, as a child of God Almighty, think what is pure, think what is holy, think what is righteous, and think what is faithful, because, against such my son, there is no law” [Galatians 5:22-23].“As a man thinketh in his heart, my son, so is he” [Proverbs 23:7]. Don’t think negatively. It’s not part of my kingdom. Fear is not part of my kingdom. Doubt is not part of my kingdom, it’s of Satan. Don’t doubt, I have created the whole world, the whole world is my creation, but only the Christendom is my creation”I say, ah ... how do you mean?”
So you mean Muslims are not part of it? [1 Peter 2:9] He says yes, “the Christendom are my royal priests, a peculiar people, and a holy nation, I created them to reign in life as kings [Revelation 5: 9-10], but since they’re having a problem, some of them, many of them are also not reigning. They believe me, but they see my Bible as a storybook, some see it as a novel. Some even think that the miracles that are inside my bible, when I was on earth, the great Jesus was on earth they do not believe them anymore. They don’t know my word is powerful and sharper than any two-edged sword [Hebrews 4:12]. They don’t know that. So, they’re full of fear and doubt. Those kinds of Christians, my son I don’t want you to become like them. I call them lukewarm Christians”[Revelation 3:15-16]. 
And I say, what is lukewarm Christian? I don’t understand, Holy Spirit. “He says, yes, they believe me today, the next 5 minutes, they doubt, so that is why they’re not getting what they should be getting. Because the Christians, my son are my royal priests” [Matthew 18:18-20].Whatever they decree on the earth will be decreed in the heavens, what they loosen on the earth will be loosed in heavens.”Why is it not happening that way? “Because they are doubting [Matthew 15:8].They worship me, some of them with their lips, but their heartis far away from me, it’s not there, that is why my son. From today, believe, don’t be like that, and only believe, my son. They that believe, out of their bellies shall flow out rivers of living water.”A link to the transcript of the full testimony is on the last page of this message.
Now you know how the Lord Jesus feels about many of us Christians that are lukewarm. The fact that most Christians do not remember how necessary it is in prayer, in reading God Almighty’s Word, in striving to do His will, to say continually: “With my whole heart have I sought Thee. Yes, as believers in Jesus Christ, when we, and when we try to understand God Almighty’s word and to obey His commands let us say: “I desire to seek God Almighty, to serve Him and to please Him with my whole heart. “

“With my whole heart have I sought Thee.” My friends, take this word into your heart. Think over it, meditate over it, and pray over it. Speak it out before God Almighty until you feel, you mean what you say, and you have the assurance that God Almighty will hear your prayer. Say it each morning as you approach God Almighty in prayer, saymy Father in heaven, “I seek Thee with my whole heart.” You will by degrees feel the need of waiting in holy stillness upon God Almighty that He may take possession of your whole heart, and you will learn to love Him with your whole heart and with all your strength. 

For of God Almighty are we in Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 1:30)? The expression “in Christ Jesus” is often used in the Epistles. The Christian cannot read God Almighty’s Word aright, nor experience its full power in his or her life, until him or her prayerfully and believingly with the whole heart accepts this truth: “I am in Christ Jesus relationally.” Let this be your affirmation in your daily Christian living.
The Lord Jesus in the last night with His disciples used this word more than once. “In that day,” when the Spirit had been poured out, “ye shall know that I am in the Father, and ye in Me” (John 14:20). And then follows “Abide in Me; he or she that abideth in Me beareth much fruit.” “If ye abide in Me, you shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you” (John 15:4-7). But the Christian cannot appropriate these promises unless he or she first prayerfully with the whole heart accepts the word: “In ChristJesus.” My friends, no prayer is answered unless it is said in the name of Jesus. For those that have been taught to pray or appeal to or through other mediums, you are advised here for the sake of your soul to cease and desist. If you are in the habit of speaking to anyone or to anything else in your prayer, other than Jesus Christ, you are not only committing idolatry, but you should know that no one is listening to your prayer but the devil.
The Islamic Cleric testified to this fact that Jesus told him that “The prayer of the Christians, is the reason why he appeared to me, not because of my prayers or my fasting or my righteousness. It’s the prayers of the Christians. Only their prayers are what is answered. No prayer is answered, Jesus said, unless it is said in the name of Jesus with a sincere heart.”
In Romans chapter 6:4-7, Apostle Paul expresses the same thought saying, “We are buried with Jesus Christ.” “We are dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God Almighty through Jesus Christ our Lord.” There is no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.” And in Ephesians: “God Almighty has blessed us with all spiritual blessings in Jesus Christ; hath chosen us in Him; hath made us accepted in the Beloved; in Him we have redemption. And in Colossians: “In Him dwells all the fullness”; we are perfect in Christ Jesus.” “Walk ye in Him.” “Ye are complete in Him.”

My friends, let your faith take hold of the words: “It is God Almighty that establishes us in Jesus Christ. “Of God Almighty are you in Christ Jesus.” The Holy Spirit will make it your experience. Pray earnestly and follow the leading of the Spirit with the whole heart. The word will take root in your heart, and you will realize something of its heavenly power. But remember that abiding in Jesus Christ is a matter of the whole heart. It must be cultivated in a spirit of love with the whole heart. Only as you take time from day to day in fellowship with Jesus Christ in His Word and prayer will the abiding in Jesus Christ become a blessed reality, and the inner man will be renewed from day today. Now understand that “Every failure in a Christian’s life is a prayer failure.”
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