Sabbath Day Sermon of April 18, 2015
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Road to Calvary Part 3

Mark Chapter 14

The Passover is celebrated on the fourteenth day of Nissan (March-April). All males over the age of twelve were to appear before the Lord for this observance: The Passover commemorated the true Israel’s deliverance from Egypt the night the angel of death passed through the land and slew the firstborn of every household except those whose doors had been sprinkled with blood. It looked toward to Calvary and the shed blood of Jesus Christ. The characters and works of those inside had nothing to do with the saving efficacy of the sprinkled blood. It was the blood alone for which the angel of death had regard. The promise was and it is still, “And when I see the blood, I will Passover you” (Exodus 12:13, 14). Jesus Christ is our perfect sacrifice. His applied blood makes the unrighteous righteous and their sins are forgiven (Romans 3:23; 1 Peter 1:18, 19). 
The Passover was followed by the seven-day celebration of the Feast of unleavened bread, when no yeast was used. The festival which actual is a rehearsal commemorated Israel’s flight from Egypt. Passover and the Feast of unleavened bread generally may appear to be celebrated as one festival, but they are separate in their spiritual meanings. Passover remind us what God has to do to save us from sin, while the unleavened bread teach us to be quick to say no to sin and get away from it.
“Ye shall keep it a Feast to the LORD throughout your generations.” This the true Israelites still continue to do. Now remember who the true Israelites today: they are those who obey the Lord’s commandments; for flesh and blood shall not inherit the Kingdom of heaven. In the evening at the beginning of Passover, true Israelite families and those who have joined themselves to Israel have a ceremonial meal and offer their worship to The Almighty God to commemorate what happened in Egypt as their ancestors for the exodus. The Lord Jesus commands that his true congregations are to “Celebrate My death for your redemption and My resurrection by your obedience to My Word and in righteousness everyday of your lives. Do not partake in pagan practices and ordinances of men which I have not established for you nor commanded you to observe,“ saith the Lord God. What are the pagan practices and ordinances of men referred by Jesus Christ? Click on the link to read about some of them: Occult Holidays: How America has Copied 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zBz7Js_TP-o&feature=channel" Many of 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.hsapm.org/files/OCCULT_HOLIDAYS_AND_HOW_AMERICA_HAS_COPIED_MANY_OF_THEM_FINAL.doc" them
The incident of the woman with alabaster box of ointment is not to be confused with a similar one that occurred in Bethany of Judea during the closing week of Jesus’ life and ministry. The cost of the ointment would have equaled the yearly pay of a lower-class worker. Matthew says that “his disciples had indignation.” Judas Iscariot was not alone in his objections to the use of the expensive aromatic ointment, but to him it was the last straw that triggered his intension to betray Jesus to the elders who seek to kill him. Again, we note that it is the monetary value of the ointment that caused the indignation among his disciples, as Jesus said “Money is the root of all evil, and you cannot serve God and mammon”  The tension between helping the poor and spending on one’s self that which could have been given to the poor remains with us in this and in all ages. Jesus endorsed the woman’s act. Each believer, under the Holy Spirit, is responsible for what he or she does with what God has given.
The Passover dinner today among Christians is known as “The Last Supper” which got its name from the statement made by Jesus on the Passover dinner: “I will drink no more of the fruit of the vine, until that day that I drink it new in the Kingdom of God” (1 Corinthians 11:29). It was the fulfillment of the type, the Passover celebrated according Exodus 12:21-28., and referred to by Apostle Paul in Corinthians 5:7, 8. It is to be celebrated by Jesus Christ congregation until the return of the Lord. Paul urges self-examination on the part of every communicant in the meal. Only true professing Christians should sit at the table of the Lord. Those who do not discern the Lord’s body bring judgment upon themselves, according to 1 Corinthians 11:27-30. Some have erroneously believed in the real presence of Jesus Christ in the elements; some believe in Jesus’ spiritual presence of Jesus; others hold merely to the symbolic presence. But what did Jesus say to do? According to Jesus, “We are to do this in remembrance of him” It is therefore, a rehearsal of what he did so we do not forget, not that he will be in the bread and in the drink, in other words, in the elements. Therefore the belief that Jesus is in the elements is one of the pagan ritual practices that Jesus warned that we should not partake.
True Christians celebrate the death and resurrection of Jesus on daily basis by our obedience to the words of Jesus and in righteousness everyday of our lives. Not by partaking in pagan practices and ordinances of men which Jesus have not established for his congregation nor commanded us to observe," saith The Lord God. Jesus and his disciples sang. Probably they used Psalms of rejoicing and praise. Jesus Christ and disciples although they were surrounding by their enemies were not afraid to fulfill the duty of singing Praises to the Lord. In other words, Jesus taught his disciples to rejoice, and sing praises to God. Paul and Silas did the same when in prison in Philippi (Acts 16:25). The practice of singing and praising God must be encouraged among men and women in the congregations of Jesus Christ.
Now Jesus tells his disciples what would happen that night saying, that they would be offended after he is betrayed by one of them, and that they will all go their separate ways. However, that after he is risen he will beat them to Galilee where it all began. Peter interrupted not knowing the will of God that Jesus must died if the sins of all people in the world are to be taken away. He claims that nothing will offend him that evening even when he knew nothing about was about to happen. It turned out that he was the one who really got offended in that when the time came, it was Peter who drew the sword and cut the ear of one of the Temple guards.
In the garden of Gethsemane, Jesus did not ask his disciples to watch with him all night, but for only a single hour. And they failed him miserably in this momentous hour, as most us probably would have done and do every day. This was followed by Judas’ kiss of death, the usual greeting in that part of the world even to this day. Again, the betrayal of Jesus by Judas Iscariot defies explanation. He had been with Jesus for two and half years. He had watched him and was aware of his sinless life. He had heard the Savior’s words of grace. He had seen him perform matchless miracles beyond anything ever known to man. He had eaten with him, prayed with him, and heard him tell of his coming death and resurrection. And yet, none of this affected him sufficiently to altar his malign intentions or to keep him from selling the Son of God for thirty pieces of silver.  He served as the treasurer and was a thief. He knew all about hell because he heard about hell from Jesus himself, yet he never turned from his sins to receive the gift of life.
After Judas betrayed Jesus, and as the guards came to take him, one of them, that is, Peter took a sword and struck one of the temple guards. Remember now, it is the same Peter who said he would never be offended. But the Scriptures must be fulfilled. Jesus had a special awareness of the necessity for every prophetic word of the Old Testament to be fulfilled. He left nothing undone in his life to keep any scripture from being fulfilled. Now Jesus was led to the high priest to be examined as would have been done to a lamb to be sacrificed. It seemed that as soon Judas Iscariot took the money to betray Jesus the assembly of the chief priests and the council of the Pharisees was called. 

Today we read from some of these Pharisaic (Rabbis) of our day who are mostly converts  to Judaism which of course is not the religion of the Old Testament, as they are bent on not believing what God has done in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. These in their imposture to be Israelites, argue that the High Priest and the temple officers were actually trying to help Jesus from being crucified by the Romans. However, there is no passage in the Scriptures or in any historical document supporting these assertions or that the Romans were looking for Jesus to arrest him. It turned out that it was the High Priest and his officers who arrested Jesus and after questioning him and found him guilty of blasphemy [Matthew 26:65; Mark 14:64; John 19:7, 11], which they had to do in the middle of the night so the common people who loved Jesus would not know (John 18:19-25, 28). Now for the sake of argument, let's give the high priest and the Judaean elders the benefit of the doubt that really the Romans were looking for Jesus to kill him, while they the Rabbis and their elders were trying to help him. The best thing would have been for them to put him in a safe-house or send him away for a time where the Romans would not find him. Instead, we read from the book of Luke that the next day, early in the morning, they delivered him to the judgment seat of Pontius Pilate the gentile governor in fulfillment of Prophecy, thereby handing him over (Luke 24:6,7).  
To help free him, the high priest and the Judaen elders delivered Jesus to Pilate whom today’s Rabbis claim had evil clutches on him. The High Priest was asked by Pilate why he was presenting Jesus. He replied that Jesus was a malefactor [John 18:29-32]. Again, it was the High Priest and the temple officers who first raised the issue of putting him to death, by purporting to remind Pilate that they had no power to put any man to death, in contradiction to today’s Jewish claim of Deuteronomy 13:10; the reason they have always used to justify themselves for not believing in Jesus Christ and as cited by some in the crowd in John 7:25; 10:33.
Here is the details of the plot to help Jesus (Matthew 26; John 11:43-57), tell me if this is how you help a person? Already many consultations had been held against the life of Jesus but this plot was laid deeper than any yet, for the grandees were all engaged in it. This is the court Sanhedrin 43a described. The chief priests, who presided in ecclesiastical affairs; the elders, who were judges in civil matters, and the scribes, who, as doctors of the law, were directors to both; these composed the Sanhedrin, or great council that governed the nation, and these were confederate against Jesus. Here we noted that, (1.) The place where they met; in the palace of the high priest, who was the centre of their unity in this wicked project. (2.) The plot itself; to take Jesus by subtlety, and kill him; nothing less than his blood, his life-blood, would serve their turn. So cruel and bloody have been the designs of Jesus’ and his Congregation’s enemies. (3.) The policy of the plotters; Not on the feast-day. Why not if it is to help him? Was it in regard to the holiness of the time, or because they would not be disturbed in the religious services of the day? No, but lest there should be an uproar among the people. They knew Jesus had a great interest in the common people and that they loved him, of whom there was a great concourse on the feast-day, and they would be in danger of taking up arms against their rulers, if they should lay violent hands on Jesus, whom all held for a prophet. 
They were awed, not by the fear of God, but by the fear of the people; all their concern was for their own safety, not God’s honor. They would have it done at the feast; for it was a tradition of the Elders enforced on the Judaeans, that malefactors should be put to death at one of the three feasts, especially rebels and impostors, that all Israel might see and fear; but not on the feast-day. These men were of one mind in this plot, but they knew not that the year of the redeemed was now come, the seventy weeks determined were now accomplished, when transgression must be finished, reconciliation made, and an everlasting righteousness brought in, by the cutting off of the Messiah the true Israelite, the Prince, (Daniel. 9:24, 26). 

To the Christians, now of all the things we have heard of the Old and the New, we must know that we have a high priest, who is set, i.e. “who is seated.” The High Priest always ministered standing. There were no seats in the tabernacle or temple. So when the High Priest in the name of God Almighty questioned Jesus if he was the Son of God? And Jesus’ replied, “Hereafter shall the Son of man sitting on the right hand of the power, and coming in the clouds of heaven” (Matthew 26:64-67), the high priest understood what that meant. The High Priest was so enraged at Jesus’ claim, that he rent his clothes in violation of the regulations for the priesthood (Leviticus 21:10); saying “he has spoken blasphemy; what further need have we of witness?’ ‘Behold, now you have heard his blasphemy (Leviticus 24:16).’” 
The high priest was in violation of the Law of the priesthood because he rent his clothes for the wrong reason when he was actually told the truth by The Lord Jesus. According to the High Priest, Jesus was guilty of death for telling him the truth, but his trial and punishment would not be according to the their Law, which would require that Jesus be stoned to death. But the Romans would be the ones to do it as Jesus and the prophets had predicted (Matthew 20:17-18; Daniel 9:24-26; John 10:16). In Isaiah 53:1-12, we find that God actual planned the death of Jesus and carried it out to the disappointment of all those who thought they were doing God and humanity service by plotting and putting Him to death (John 16:2, 3).
“The cock crew.” It was bad enough that Peter denied his Lord. It was still worse that he did so by taking an oath in the name of God. He perjured himself when he testified to that which he knew was untrue. It was a sad spectacle, but it had one positive aspect, the glory of God’s grace was made greater by the fact that Peter was restored and became an ardent witness after he received the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. This fact opens the door of hope to all sinners, no matter what they have done or how bad they are, that in Jesus all their sins would be forgiven, and they would receive the gift of eternal life. My friend, call to Jesus today and he will save you and give you eternal life; no works is require to be saved.
The Christian should be warned that hating and or going after the self styled Jews of our time would place you against the will of God. The Judaen leadership fulfilled their apportioned role in the Scripture as predicted by Jesus and the prophets, and so did the gentiles by the judgment rendered by Pilate who had Jesus crucified. The Judaens and the Gentiles as partners in crime, but there is no body evidence to convict the accused, because God raised Jesus and He is alive and well. Once again The Almighty God has turned our evil plan against His Son for good, and used it to save us all who have accepted His sacrifice and the resurrection of His Son our Lord Jesus Christ. May your will be done Oh! God Almighty.

As the plans of the New World Order unfolds, we see the same pattern of conspiracy taking shape again, Rome and some apostate self-styled Jews and Gentiles are getting together again as in Jesus’ day. Once again they seem to be with one mind and have one goal, the destruction of Believers and the Congregation of The Lord Jesus. But as the destruction of Jerusalem and the fall of Babylon, Egypt and the Roman Empires etc., were determined respectively in their time, so is the end of all things have already been determined by The Lord Jesus as detailed in the book of His Revelation (Revelation 22:

 HYPERLINK "http://av1611.com/kjbp/kjv-bible-text/Re-22.html" 11-16). 
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