Sabbath Day Sermon of April 15, 2017

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Do This In Remembrance of Me
Matthew Chapter 26
Here we have the commandment of the LORD Jesus Christ that we do this in remembrance of Him. What we are to do in remembrance of Him is the celebration of the Passover also known as “The Lord’s Supper.” It is some times referred to as the Lord’s last supper because it was his last meal at Passover with his disciples on earth before his crucifixion, resurrection and ascension. Reading through the passage we observe that Jesus is more obviously in command of the events, and everything proceeds according to God’s will as revealed in the Old Testament.
1-5. The introductory scene sets the major figure Jesus on stage. Jesus tells his disciples plainly that at Passover time he will be arrested and crucified. Passover is the Lord’s Feast commemorating Israel’s deliverance from slavery in the land of Egypt, and also all who have been delivered from their sins by His Son Jesus Christ in our day. The major opponents of Jesus are not the common people, but rather the chief priests and elders as they gathered around the high priest Caiaphas. These are the same people responsible for examining the sacrificial lambs who make the sacrifices for the people. 
They were determined to find fault with Jesus, and God Almighty gave the religious leaders and the political authorities namely: Annas, the Sanhedrin, Herod and Pilate, the opportunity to examine His Son before he was offered for the sins of the World. At the end they found no fault in Him. The two charges the Sanhedrin came up with against Jesus, it turned out that he told them the truth. The physical temple was destroyed, and the spiritual temple raised in three days; Jesus is the Messiah, the LORD and he is set on the right hand of the Father. 
Passover was a pilgrimage feast that attracted large crowds to Jerusalem, and so the opponents who were no doubt the religious leaders, wish to avoid setting off a revolution by arresting a popular true teacher of the Word of God Almighty from Galilee during the feast. This was deliberate plot to kill Jesus. Without this plot, there would have been no groundswell of popular opinion against him. In fact, because of Jesus popularity, the religious leaders were afraid to arrest him during the Passover. 
6-16. In these verses Matthew began by telling us what happened at a house not far from Jerusalem, a woman shows Jesus the signs of respect and hospitality by anointing his head with some expensive ointment. The disciples’ complaint that the ointment could have been sold and the proceeds given to the poor gives the occasion for Jesus to explain the woman’s action. The first interpretation concerns the extraordinary status of Jesus and the special privilege connected with the time of his earthly presence. The second interpretation suggests that the anointing is a preparation for Jesus’ burial as it was obvious that circumstances surrounding his death and burial gave no opportunity for that to be done to his body by his disciples after his death. Again, the Hebrew word Messiah means “anointed,” and from the very start the passion of Jesus is the story of the Messiah’s suffering and death. We observe that the woman’s great deed stands in sharp contrast to Judas’ plans to betray Jesus. Matthew indicates that Judas’ motive was greed, and that the thirty pieces of silver promised to him fulfilled (Zechariah 11:12; 13:7; Psalm 41:9). 

If you asked, ”Why would Judas want to betray Jesus? Well, Judas like other disciples expected Jesus to start a political rebellion and overthrow Rome. As treasurer, Judas certainly assumed as did the other disciples, that he would be given an important position in Jesus new government (Mark 10:35-37). But when Jesus praised Mary for pouring out perfume worth a year’s salary for his burial, Judas right then realized that Jesus Kingdom was not physical or political, but spiritual. Judas greedy desire for money and status could not be realized if he followed Jesus, he concluded. So he betrayed him in exchange for money and favor from the religious leaders.
17-25. The institution of the “The Lord’s Supper,” Matthews’ account of the preparation for the Passover meal focuses on Jesus command in directing the course of events. We see that Jesus is very much in charge. Mathew sees the meal as marking the actual beginning of the Passover Festival, the reference in John 18:28 and the supposed activities of the chief priests and elders during these days indicate that it more likely took place on the evening before the first day of Passover. So Jesus had an early Passover meal because he knew he was to die the next day, for he is the Passover Lamb of God Almighty to be offered for the forgiveness of sins. At the meal, Jesus tells his disciples that one of them will betray him. Matthew makes it clear that Jesus knew that his betrayer was Judas. The other disciples’ addressing Jesus as “LORD” contrasts Judas’ “Rabbi”. The enormity of the betrayal is brought out by the face that the one sharing the meal with Jesus would hand him over. It should be noted that the fact that God’s plan is being fulfilled does not absolve Judas of responsibility for Jesus’ death.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
26-29. “And when the hour was come, Jesus sat down, and the twelve apostles with him. Jesus said unto them, I have desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer: For I say unto you, I will not any more eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in the Kingdom of God.”  Jesus’ actions and words from here on, with the bread and the wine anticipate and interpret his impending death. What happens to the bread in verse 26 will happen to Jesus’ body, and what happens to the cup of wine in verse 27 will happen to his blood. Therefore, sharing in the bread and wine means sharing in Jesus’ death and his resurrection. 

The blood of the new covenant alludes to Exodus 24:8, where Moses seals the old covenant by sprinkling the people with blood, and “on behalf of many” no doubt is connected with the atoning suffering of the Servant of the LORD in Isaiah 53:12. The atoning value of Jesus’ death is underlined by “for the forgiveness of sins.” Thus Jesus meal with the disciples anticipates the heavenly banquet that will be part of God’s Kingdom. This account of the Last Supper brings together many aspects of the Church’s Holy Communion celebration: Passover meal, memorial of Jesus death, covenant, sacrifice, and preview of the Kingdom.

30-35. In these verses, the discussion between Jesus and his disciples on the Mount Olives is further evidence that Jesus knew what awaited him and that all these events were proceeding according to God Almighty’s will as expressed in the Old Testament. Jesus tells his disciples that their faith in him will be put under pressure this very night, and that his arrest and their scattering will fulfill (Zachariah 13:7). He then commands them to go to Galilee, which is the place of revelation (Matthew 4:13-17), and the site of the climatic resurrection appearance. Jesus knew Peter will deny him three times before dawn. What sets the scene for the dramatic story of Peter’s denial of Jesus is his self-confident boast, which resulted in his repentance and conversion for Jesus had prayed for him (Luke 22:32, 62). 

35-46. Jesus’ prayer in Gethsemane proves him as the obedient Son of God Almighty who accepts His Father’s commandment that he suffer and die (John 10:17, 18), and his disciples needing instruction on how to remain on guard in times of temptation and trial. Jesus’ reflection to the phrases found in Psalm 42:5, 11; 43:5, indicates that Jesus had to school himself to accept the suffering that awaited him. His final summons to the disciples shows perfect submission to the Father’s plan to give his life to save us, and confidence that the power of his evil opponents is only temporary.

47-56. Jesus’ arrest first describes how Judas arranged to betray Jesus to the chief priests and elders, in the crowed and excitable conditions of Jerusalem during the Passover pilgrimage, careful planning was needed if a riot was to be avoided. Judas determined on the typical signs by which a disciple would greet his teacher: the embrace and the greeting “Rabbi”. Jesus response is the cool greeting “Friend”, and he was arrested. Judas spirit represents the many in our Churches as described in 1John 2:18-23. As Judas was to Jesus and his disciples, the antichrists in our Churches today are not total strangers; they once had been in the Church as Judas was, but they did not really belong to it. Just as Judas’ reason was, their reasons for joining in the first place were wrong. However, we do not need to fear these evil people. The Holy Spirit shows us their errors, so we are not deceived. This is the more reason we need to teach the Word of God clearly and carefully to the peripheral, so weak members among us won’t fall prey to the false teachers “Which come to us in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.” (Matthew 7:15).
57-68. Jesus trial before the elders or the Sanhedrin was conducted at the high priest’s house; this was after he was earlier that evening questioned by Annas the former High Priest and father in-law of Caiaphas and sent there. This trial involves the chief priests, scribes, and elders (John 18:12-24). After fruitless efforts at developing a case against Jesus, they came up with two charges: He threatened to destroy the temple, and he claimed to be the Messiah. The charge against him about threatening to destroy the temple reflects Jesus’ preaching that the coming of His kingdom would need a new kind of worship, that is, worship in truth and in spirit not of the physical temple (1 Corinthians 6:19; John 4:23, 24; Mark 14:58; John 2:19-21; Acts 6:14). 
The issue is not whether we will worship, but what. Even better, whom and how. Jesus says they worship and know not what they worship. My friends, do you know what you worship, or do you think because you are a member of a church that you worship God Almighty? On every Sabbath, and of course, on every Sunday for those still keeping Sunday under the deception of the Mystery Babylon religion, many of who claim to be Christian ready themselves for worship, perhaps the most significant single biblical text for guiding the essence of what many of these are pursuing together when they gather is Jesus’ words in John 4:23–24.

“The hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. God the Father is Spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” True worship, says Jesus, is in spirit and truth. The “truth” part is plain enough, and with the coming of Jesus “The hour is coming, and is now here” that truth centers on his person and work, the one who is himself “the Truth” (John 14:6) and the message about his saving accomplishments for us, which is “the word of the truth, the Gospel” (Colossians 1:5) and “the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation” (Ephesians 1:13). It is this “word of truth” (James 1:18) by which we are given new birth, this “Word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15) that Christian workers endeavor to handle aright, and this truth that anchors and saturates worship that is truly Christian.

But what about “Spirit”? Is this our spirit or God’s Spirit? Jesus’ memorable statement in John 3:6 helps: “That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” It is not either-or, but it is the Holy Spirit. For those who are new creatures in Jesus Christ, our given another Spirit from the Father (John 14:15-19), that will abide with them forever. “True worship comes only by the Spirit of God indwelling us and makes alive and sensitive our desire for God Almighty. 
The charge about the Messiahship suggests that both Judaean and Roman authorities viewed Jesus as one more in the series of political-religious agitators so common in Palestine at the time. Jesus responds by speaking about the coming of the Son of Man (Daniel 7:13-14; Matthew 26:64-67). The reaction was furious and swift, and they charged him with blasphemy. Surprisingly, the only reason for which Jesus was found guilty by the Sanhedrin was for telling them the truth that he was the Messiah. No doubt, he was not the type of messiah they were expecting, the one that speaks the truth; another which they expect will soon be arriving in the person of the antichrist the son of perdition, who will fit them all in one bucket; him they will accept (John 5: 43-47). The High Priest rent his clothes in violation of his office for hearing the truth from Jesus that he was the Messiah the Son of God Almighty supposedly his employer (Leviticus 21:10). You don’t think that if the High Priest was working for God Almighty that he would have recognized His Son from the Word of God Almighty in the Scriptures written of His Son (John 5:39-47).
69-75. Peter denial of Jesus was very dramatic. His partner in conversation progresses from simply a maid, to a maid plus the bystanders, to the crowed of bystanders. Peter denials advance from a plea of ignorance, to denial accompanied by an oath, to cursing and swearing followed by an outright denial that he knew Jesus. The crowing of the cock at dawn brings the shock of recognition that Jesus’ words has come to pass. Peter’s cowardice under pressure stands in sharp contrast to Jesus faithfulness unto death. My friends, what would you do when you are put under pressure about your faith in Jesus? Will you capitulate to avoid percecution and deny knowing Jesus?
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