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The Righteous and Unrighteous Contrast

Proverbs Chapter 14

The chapter begins with the description of two different types of women; one is a wise woman and the other is not so wise. We are told how that the wise woman does everything she can to build her house up, while the unwise woman tears her house down. On reading this statement you might begin to imagine the many ways a woman could destroy her home.  Well, we have a very good example on how that could be accomplished, and the story is found in the book of Genesis chapter 3. 
Today it is called Adam’s sin, and it all began when the woman was solicited by the serpent or Satan to consider taking a bite out of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. The woman failed to see the importance in taking what God said seriously, not to eat of the fruit from a particular tree in the garden. Instead, curiosity led the woman to see that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise she thought; so she took of the tree and did eat and her decision was proven to be a very unwise thing to do. The lesson to learn from this event is that solicitation to sin does not, in itself, constitute guilt. But it becomes sin when we subscribe to evil solicitations and act upon them as Eve did and later Adam. It is called the sin of Adam because God made them to be one, and for the same reason he called them Adam (Genesis 5:2).  Adam was the person who called the woman Eve after she had ruined her house by listening to Satan (Genesis 3:20). 
The serpent, Satan tempted Eve by getting her to doubt God’s faithfulness. Satan suggested that God was strict, stingy, and selfish for not wanting Eve to share his knowledge of good and evil. Satan made Eve forget all that God had given her and focus on the one thing she could not have.   "You will be as a god, knowing good and evil," he assured Eve. The Serpent virtually told Eve that if she would just stop trusting and listening to God, that he would show her the way to enlightenment! He would be the Savior of mankind and get them out from under the tyrannical rule of their Creator. Believing what the Serpent told her, Eve ate of the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge, then handed it to her companion, Adam. Occultists, based on this unfortunate event have created the evil doctrine of the New Age Movement, “I am god.” Whether it is those idolaters of the New Age Movement or of the Freemasonry Organization, in their teachings, believe that Lucifer or the serpent, is the Savior of mankind! They honestly think that he has "illuminated" mankind with the "truth" that they really were gods all along, but just were unaware of the fact. The image of a woman is the object of worship in all pagan religions, because according to them, it was because of Eve they all have Satan as their god. For example, in satanic churches, the image of a woman is always placed on the altar, while in the city under the sea, according to Samuel Vagalas a former witch doctor, women hold higher positions than men in witchcraft in Satan’s hellish kingdom. Finally, according to Alexander Hislop, in the Catholic Church Semiramis is renamed as Mary and she is worshipped with her son Tammuz as mother and son.
We are bound to fall into trouble and unbelief, too when we focus on the few things we do not have rather than on the countless things God has given us. The next time you are feeling sorry for yourself over that you do not have, consider all you do have, count them, name them one by one and thank God, because it will surprise you what God has done in your life and in the lives of your loved ones. 
3-5. Here grace and sin are painted in their true colors. Those that despise God’s precepts, and will not be ruled by them, his promises, and will not accept of them, despise God himself and all his attributes. Grace and sin in their true light. By this we may know a person that has grace, and the fear of God, reigning in him, he or she walks in his uprightness, this person makes conscience of his actions, is faithful both to God and others, and every stop he or she makes, as well as every step he or she takes, is by rule; here is one that honors God. In other words, when grace reigns, there is reverence of God; when sin reigns, God is despised. A righteous person walks in uprightness, the wicked person walks in perversities. 

It is better to be thought wise by being silent than to open the mouth and leave no doubt about one’s folly. The proud man with his tongue lays about him and deals blows at pleasure, but it will in the end be a rod to himself; the proud man shall come under an ignominious correction by the words of his own mouth, not cut as a soldier, but cained as a servant; and herein he will be beaten with his own rod, (Psalm 64:8). A humble wise man saving himself and consulting his own good: The lips of the wise shall preserve them from doing that mischief to others which proud men do with their tongues, and from bringing that mischief on themselves which haughty scorners are often involved. 
When a farmer has no oxen, the stable will be clean, but he will be unable to make a living. The only way to keep your life free of people problems is to keep it free of other people. But if your live is empty of people, it is useless; and if you live only for yourself, your life losses its meaning. Instead of avoiding people, we should serve others, share our faith, and work for justice. Is your life clean, but empty? Or does it give evidence of your serving God wholeheartedly.
“A faithful witness will not lie; but a false witness will utter lies.”  In the administration of justice much depends upon the witnesses, and therefore it is necessary to the common good that witnesses be principled as they ought to be. A witness that is conscientious will not dare to give in a testimony that is in the least untrue, nor, for good-will or ill-will, represent a thing otherwise than according to the best of his knowledge, whoever is pleased or displeased, and then judgment runs down like a river. But a witness that will be bribed, and biased, and browbeaten, will utter lies (and not stick nor startle at it), with as much readiness and assurance as if what he said were all true.
6-8. We all known scorners, people who scoff at every word of instructions or advice. They never find wisdom, because they do not seek it seriously. Wisdom comes to those who apply God’s Word to their lives and seek out godly counselors. If the wisdom you need does not come easily to you, perhaps your attitude, especially toward God’s Word is the barrier.

How we may discern a fool and discover him, a wicked person, for he or she is a foolish person. Wicked people care not what mischief they do by their sins, and laugh at those that tell them of it. They are advocates for sin, and are ingenious at framing excuses for it. Fools make a mock at the sin-offering; those that make light of sin make light of Jesus Christ. Those are fools that make light of sin, for they make light of that which God complains of (Amos. 2:13 ), which lay heavily upon Jesus Christ, and which they themselves will have other thoughts of in the near future.  Righteous people are encouraged in their goodness: Among the righteous there is favor; if they in anything offend, they’ll quickly repent and obtain the favor of God. They have a goodwill one to another; and among them, in their societies, there is mutual charity and compassion in cases of offences, and no mocking.  

If you perceive not in a person the lips of knowledge, if you find there is no relish or savor of piety in this person’s discourse, that this person’s communication is all corrupt and corrupting, and nothing in it good and to the use of edifying, you may conclude the treasure is bad. How should you decline from such a person and depart from him or her: You are to separate yourself from this person’s presence, when you perceive there is no good to be gotten by this person’s company, but danger of getting hurt by it. Sometimes the only way we have of reproving wicked discourse and witnessing against it is by leaving the company and by keeping our distance from listening to them.
9-11. Yes! Fools make a mock at sin, but among the righteous there should be favor and forgiveness. You may have noticed how rarely we find “favor,” and forgiveness around us today. Angry drivers scowl at each other in the streets. People fight to be first in line. Disgruntle employers and employees both demand their rights. But the common bond of God’s people should be good will, patience and forgiveness. Those with good will and patience think the best of others and assume that others have good motives and intend to do what is right. When someone crosses you, and you feel your blood pressure rising, stop and ask yourself, “how can I show good will and love to this person? If you do this all the time you will find yourself smiling over such actions by others than feel anger.
12-14.  “The way which seemeth right” may offer many options and require few sacrifices. Easy choices, however, should make us to take a second look at the options. Is this solution attractive because it allows me to be lazy? Because it doesn’t ask me to change my life style? Because it requires no moral restraints? The right choice often requires hard work and self sacrifice. Do not be enticed by apparent short-cuts that seem right, but end in death.

When God slips from first place in your live, everything else loses its meaning. Life seems to be no more than the tiresome process of getting through the day so we can do the same thing again tomorrow. However, for a godly person, even routine projects take on meaning and promise because they hold a greater purpose. If you are “filled with your own ways” and bored with life, check your relationship with God. Your boredom could be a signal that you are sliding away from your Father in heaven.
15-27.  It is foolish to believe all the stories that float around, however probable they may appear. Those who believe everything they hear forget that “all people, in some sense, are liars in comparison with God, all of whose words we can believe with an implicit faith, for he cannot lie.” The world frowns at the poor, who are thought to be hardly worthy of respect. When God is our friend, he will not desert us if we are poor. It is better to be poor with the friendship of God than riches without it. On the other hand, everyone wishes to be a friend of the rich, and such friendships are usually governed by self-interest, because the friends of the rich expect to get something out of that friendship. Whoever makes the world his god will seek those who have most of this world’s goods. To make the world your god for the purpose of gaining this world’s goods, is to serve Satan.
28-31. A king who has no people is like a soldier who has no sword, a jockey who has no horse, or a driver who has no automobile. Anger can be like a fire out of control. It can burn us and everything in its path. Anger divides people. It pushes us into hasty decisions that only cause bitterness and quilt. Yet anger, itself, is not wrong.  Anger can be legitimate reaction to injustice and sin. When you feel yourself getting angry, look for the cause. Are you reacting to an evil situation that you are going to set right? Or are you responding selfishly to a personal insult? Pray that God will help you control your anger, to help you in channeling legitimate anger into effective action and conquering selfish anger through humility and repentance.
31-35. God has a special concern for the poor. He insists that those who have material goods should be generous with those who are needy. Providing for the poor is not just a suggestion in the Bible. It is a command that may require a change of attitude on your part (Leviticus 23:22; Deuteronomy 15:7. 8; Psalm 113:5-9; Isaiah 58:7; 2 Corinthians 9:9; James 2:1-9). 
Righteousness, reigning in a nation, puts an honor upon it. A righteous administration of the government, impartial equity between people, public countenance given to the Word of God, the general practice and profession of virtue, the protecting and preserving of virtuous people, charity and compassion to strangers, these exalt a nation; they uphold the throne, elevate the people’s minds, and qualify a nation for the favor of God, which will make them high, as a holy nation, (Deuteronomy 26:19).  However, vice, reigning in a nation, puts disgrace upon it: Sin is a reproach to any city or kingdom, and renders them despicable among their neighbors. The people of Israel were often instances of both parts of this observation; even in our time they were great when they were good, and abhorred idolatry, but when they forsook God all about them insulted them and trampled on them. It is therefore the interest and duty of godly princes to use their power for the suppression of vice and support of virtue in their nations.
Here we learn that in a righteous nation’s court and government, smiles and favors are dispensed among those that are employed in public trusts according to their merits. Those who behave themselves wisely are respected and preferred, as God would protect them from whatever enemies they may have that seek to undermine them. In such a nation, no person’s services is neglected to please a party or a favorite.  But those who would be selfish and false, who betray their country, oppress the poor, and sow discord, and thus cause shame, God shall displace and banish them from the nation’s court, whatever friends they may make to speak for them.
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