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The Feast of Passover
Exodus Chapter 12[KJV]
In Exodus chapter 12:1, the Lord tells the children of Israel and us the month that is the first month of the year. God Almighty ordained the calendar year to start with the month of Abib, which, in our time is now; the month in which we celebrate the Passover. In Deuteronomy chapter 16:1-15 there is a repetition of the laws concerning the three yearly feasts; in particular, that of the Passover (v. 1-8). That of Pentecost (v. 9-12). That of tabernacles (v. 13-15). And the general law concerning the people’s attendance on them. 
Much of the communion between God Almighty and his people Israel and ourselves must be kept up, and a face of faith preserved in our hearts and our nations, by the three annual feasts, the institution of which, and the laws concerning them. We have several times come across them in the Bible in the Old and New Testaments, and here they are repeated in Deuteronomy 16. The law of the Passover, so great a solemnity that it made the whole month, in the midst of which it was placed, considerable: the month of Abib. Though one week only of this month was to be kept as a festival, yet their preparations before must be so solemn, and their reflections upon it and improvements of it afterward so serious, as to amount to an observance of the whole month.
The month of Abib, was by special order from God Almighty, in remembrance of the deliverance of Israel out of Egypt, and made the beginning of their year (Exodus 12:2 ), which before was supposed to begin in September. This month of Abib they were to keep the Passover, in remembrance of their being brought out of Egypt by night. "Because they came out of Egypt by daylight,’’ there being an express order that they should not stir out of their doors till morning (Exodus 12:22, 23).
2-7. The sacrificial Lamb has to be perfect, and its blood was offered as an atonement for sin. The lamb was a substitute for the offender. So Jesus Christ, the perfect Lamb of God Almighty, offered his blood as our substitute. He delivered us from the tyranny of sin as God Almighty delivered Israel from her Egyptian oppressor. 

The laws concerning it are, that they must be sure to sacrifice the Passover in the place that God Almighty should choose, and in no other place. The Passover was itself a sacrifice; hence Jesus Christ, as our Passover, is said to be sacrificed for us (1 Corinthians 5:7), and many other sacrifices were offered during the seven days of the feast (Numbers 28: 19,etc.), which are included here. They are said to be sacrifices of the flock and the herd, whereas the Passover itself was only of the flock, either a lamb or a kid. Now no sacrifice was accepted but from the altar that sanctified it; it was, therefore, necessary that they should go up to the place of the altar, for, though the Passover lamb was entirely eaten by the owners, yet it must be killed in the court of the Temple of God Almighty, the blood sprinkled, and the inwards burned upon the altar. 

By confining them to the appointed rule, from which they would have been apt to vary, and to introduce foolish inventions of their own, had they been permitted to offer these sacrifices within their gates or homes, from under the inspection of the priests. They were also hereby directed to have their eyes up unto God Almighty in the solemnity, and the desire of their hearts towards the remembrance of His name, being appointed to attend where he had chosen to place his name, a place of His worship.

The Passover meal must be eaten with a roast lamb, and eaten completely, the head with the legs, and with the appurtenance; nothing of it should be thrown out. That is, every part of the lamb must be eaten, and nothing should remain of it in the morning. Any of it that was not eaten before morning must be burnt (John 6:54-58).

On the Passover night, the angel of death swept through all of Egypt. It had respect only for those houses on whose blood had been sprinkled on the lintels and on the two door posts. As the coronavirus plague is sweeping from one country to another, do you have the blood of Jesus on the lintel and door posts of your heart? If not, and since you are still breathing, then you still have time to let Jesus change things in your life so you will be protected in Jesus Christ. Being in Jesus Christ is to dwell in the secret place of the Most High God, and to abide under the shadow of God Almighty. With your faith in God Almighty as Protector would carry you through all the dangers and fears of life. My friends, by consigning yourself to God Almighty’s protection and pledging your daily devotion to Him, you will be kept safe, no matter how intense your fears and the chaos in the world.
8- 12. It is common for some to think that they might if they pleased, return to their homes the very morning after the Passover lamb was killed and eaten, the priests and Levites being sufficient to carry on the rest of the week’s work. But the first day of the seven is so far from being the day of dispersion that it is expressly appointed for a holy convocation (Leviticus. 23:7; Num. 28:18). It should be the practice for the children of the family of God Almighty to keep together the whole week, (2 Chronicles 35:17). That we may eat unleavened bread for seven days, and no leavened bread must be seen in all our coasts. 
The bread Israelites were confined to is here called the bread of affliction, because neither grateful to the taste nor easy of digestion and therefore proper to signify the heaviness of their spirits in their bondage and to keep in remembrance the haste in which they came out. The case is so urgent that they could not stay for the leavening of the bread they took with them for their march. For the Christian, this signifies the haste that is involved in our deliverance, the very moment we call upon the name of the Lord in repentance, for he hears us always.

Now, understand that the characters and works of those inside the homes with the blood on the lintels and door two posts had nothing to do with the saving efficacy of the sprinkled blood. In other words, no matter what evil you might have done, the angel of death will not catch up with you if you will run to Jesus Christ in repentance and ask Him to save you. It was the blood alone for which the angel of death had regard, not of works. Jesus Christ is our perfect sacrifice. His applied blood makes the unrighteous righteous and their sins are forgiven (Romans 3:23; 1 Peter 1:18, 19).
13-22. The blood, therefore, prevents the angel of death from striking humans and animals in the homes. It is blood that establishes the link between the tenth plague and the Passover. The angel of death will go throughout the land of Egypt in judgment, striking down the first born of both humans and beasts. But when God Almighty sees the blood on the door lintel and on the two side posts of their houses, “the destroyer” will not be permitted to strike at the people inside. Rather God Almighty will “Pass over” To pass over, means to spare, protect, deliver (Exodus 12:12, 13).
You shall keep it a feast to the Lord throughout your generations. This the Israelites continue to do, and all believers are commanded to do in the evening at the beginning of Passover. Israelite families and all believers’ families in God Almighty will have a ceremonial meal and offer their worship to God Almighty to commemorate what happened in Egypt as their ancestors prepared for the exodus. For seven days no leaven is to be found in any home. On this day, all true Christians as heirs to Abraham’s promise, commemorate the day they were saved and redeemed from their sins through the finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross.

The Israelites ate a meal of roast lamb, unleavened bread, and bitter herb. Unleavened bread could be made because the dough does not have to rise, signifying humility. Thus they could be ready to leave any time. Bitter herbs signified the bitterness of slavery and sin. Eating the Passover while wearing travel clothes was a sign of faith. Although they were not free, they were to prepare themselves, for God Almighty had said he would lead them out of Egypt. Their preparation was an act of faith in God Almighty’s word. Preparing or being prepared ourselves for the return of Jesus Christ demonstrates our faith in what God Almighty has promised, that Jesus is coming back to us home to our Father in heaven.
Passover became an annual remembrance of how God Almighty delivered the Hebrews from Egypt, and ourselves from condemnation. Each year as commanded by the Lord, the people would pause to remember the day when the destroyer [the angel of death] passed over their homes. They gave thanks to God Almighty for saving them from death and bringing them out of a land of slavery and sin. True Christians also commemorate this feast of the Lord also referred to as “The Last Supper of the Lord Jesus” as it is symbolic and relates to our experience as a day of deliverance as well from sin and death. Passover is the day God Almighty made it known to the whole world, how He will deliver all that will trust in His Son Jesus Christ from spiritual death and from slavery to sin (Numbers 21:9; John 3:14-21). 

My friends, when next time struggles and trials come, focus on how God Almighty has delivered you in the past and on his promises of new life with him in Jesus Christ. Every firstborn child of the Egyptians died, but the Israelites children were spared because of the blood of the lamb that had been placed on their doorposts. So begins the story of redemption, the central theme of the Bible. If we may ask you, have you made peace with God Almighty? If you have not, you should know that Jesus is at the door of your heart knocking and waiting to enter. If you will open the door of your heart to him, he will save you and give you eternal life (Revelation 3:20).

If you ask “What is Redemption?” It is to buy back or to save from captivity by paying a ransom. One other way to buy back a slave is to offer an equivalent or a superior slave in exchange. That is the way God Almighty chose to buy us back; He offered His Son in exchange for us (John 3:16).In the Old Testament times, God Almighty accepted symbolic offerings. Jesus had not yet been sacrificed, so God Almighty accepted the life of an animal in place of the life of the sinner. When Jesus came, he substituted his perfect life for our sinful lives, accepting the penalty for sin that we deserve. Thus he redeemed us from the power of sin and restored us to God Almighty. Jesus' sacrifice, made animal sacrifice no longer necessary.

If you are reading this message today, you must recognize that if you want to be freed from the deadly consequences of your sins, a tremendous price must be paid. But the good news is that you don’t have to pay it, because Jesus your substitute has already redeemed you by his death on the cross. All you need to do to be completely freed is trust in what Jesus did for you on the cross, and accept his gift of eternal life. Your sins have been paid for, and the way has been cleared for you to begin a relationship with God Almighty (Titus 2:14; Hebrews 9:13-15, 23-26).
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