                          Sabbath Day Sermon of April 11, 2015




           By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

                                       The Door Signs of the End Times

                                         Mark 13 and 2 Thessalonians 2



In this passage Jesus’ disciples asked him two questions:
(1)    When shall these things be? i.e., the destruction of the temple buildings.
(2)    What shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?
Jesus replied by saying: “Take heed that no man deceive you.“  In other words, do not let anyone tell you otherwise on what I am about to tell you. You are responsible for your learning, be prudent and be certain to search every spirit if it is of God. For many shall come in my name, saying I am Christ, I am a minister of the gospel of Jesus Christ or that Jesus sent them, but most of these will be self appointed and they will misrepresent my Word. Many would take advantage of your love for me and for the things of God and will try to mislead you. And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you (2Pet. 2:3). You must therefore, strive to search out and learn my true Word and keep them.
Jesus gave his disciples a prophetic picture of that time, including events leading up to it. He also revealed the future events connected with his return to earth to judge all people. Jesus in a non-chronological order predicted both near and distant events. Some of the disciples lived to see the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D 70. The event would assure them that everything else Jesus prophesied would also happen. Most of Jesus’ revelations to his disciples and his Congregation are to warn them about the future so that they could learn how to live in the present and for those who would live in the future as now. What are the signs of the end times? You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, and nations shall rise against each other: but I tell you these things now so you know what is to come. Some of these upheavals will come as a result of God’s judgment of the sins of nations. As nations shall be used to judge the sins of other nations.
There will be a renewed wave of planned persecutions against the believers in all nations, but this will be the beginning of the evil that shall come upon the people of the earth. Be careful that you do not become one of those who would be offended during this period of persecution, questioning, "why is God allowing these things to happen,” and then fall into the temptation of rejecting your salvation in Jesus Christ.
"And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.” One of the door signs is the emergence of the prophets of the Antichrist in our time. Jesus predicted that many believers will be misled before his return by false teachers claiming to have revelations from God. Some of these false teachers/prophets will come in several different forms: some as university professors, deceiving priests and Popes, Muhammadans, Krishnars, false preachers, pastors, evangelists, Imams, Sheiks; psychiatrists, psychologists, medical doctors, you are all gods speakers at seminars, speakers on mysteries of the ancient religions and Self-Esteem Project/Quest. By hordes of so-called shamans, gurus, chandlers, high priests, clairvoyants, magicians, yogis, wizards, witches, necromancers, dream-interpreters, transcendentalists, spiritualists, diviners, and a variety of other dolts, all frantically waving wands, rods and pointed fingers; chanting mantras, developing chakras, kundalini, burning candles and incense, drawing holy circles, squares and triangles; selling talismans and charms, veneration of the dead, astral traveling, reading fortunes from greasy Tarot cards and plastic runes; mouthing incantations, achieving cosmic awareness, reaching ecstasy through tantra, gaining power, claiming healing by means of crystals; theorizing on the Cabala, practicing Norse magic, Celtic magic, Sex magic, Enochian magic, Teutonic magic, ceremonial magic, temple magic and herb magic.
These false prophets will be instrumental in deceiving and drafting in the masses into the several Luciferian brotherhood organizations that are already in place, by means of false teachings, miracles and signs, teaching slaying in the spirit, system change and controls; through business connections, careers, opportunities and associations; the infiltration of associations, religious organizations and educational institutions. However, believers who will endure, those who would hold their grounds until relieved; until the day of the Lord Jesus’ return will be redeemed.  Click here to view the antichrist network.
If you ask me, is it possible for Christians to be deceived? I would say yes. So convincing will be the arguments and proofs from deceivers in the end times that it will be difficult not to fall away from Jesus Christ. If we are prepared, Jesus says, we can remain faithful, but if we are not prepared we will turn away. To penetrate the disguises of false teachers we can ask: (1) has their predictions come true, or do they have to revise them to fit what has already happened? (2) Does any teaching utilize a small section of the Bible to the neglect of the whole? (3) Does the teaching contradict what the Bible says about God? (4) Are the practices meant to glorify the teacher or Jesus Christ? (5) Do the teachings promote hostility toward other Christians?
"And because of the deception that shall abound, iniquity and abomination shall abound as well, and for this reason the love of many shall wax cold." The falling away from the faith by so many believers, probably in attempting to save their material lives, and some in pursuit of material things as iniquity abounds.  The love of many who call Jesus Lord today, will grow cold during the end times and during the great persecution. But all, at one time, had love and were hot in their affection for the things of God.  No one can become cold who has not first been hot, and no one can lose love who has not first had it. This is a serious warning to believers as the end of the age approaches (Matt. 24:12, 13).
In the Bible, the “day of the Lord” is used in two ways: It can mean the end times, beginning with Jesus Christ’s birth and continuing until today, and it can mean the final judgment day yet to come. In Paul’s time some false teachers were saying that the judgment had come, and the believers were waiting expectantly for their vindication and relief from suffering. But the judgment day had not yet come; before it arrives, other events must occur. Therefore, “let no man deceive you by any means; for the day of the Lord shall not come, except there come falling away first, this is one of the door signs before the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, who would oppose and exalt himself above the commandments of God, showing himself that he is God and demanding worship.” The antichrist is mentioned here, not so that we might identify him specifically, but so we might be ready for anything that threatens our faith. If our faith is strong, we do not need to be afraid of what lies ahead. We know that this man of sin is already defeated by God, no matter how powerful he becomes or how terrible our situation seems. God is in control, and he will be victorious over the Antichrist. Our task is to be prepared for Jesus Christ and to spread the Good News so that more people will be prepared also. 
At the time of this writing, the mystery of iniquity is already at work, meaning that the work of this Antichrist has already begun. The word mystery is used to describe what would be the activities of the Antichrist, for it will be something no one can discover, but which God will reveal. The mystery of iniquity could also be said to mean lawlessness, which is hidden, subtle, un-identifying force from which all sin springs. It is true that today in the civilized world we still have a veneer of decency through good law enforcement, good education, good science and faith in God. Although we are horrified by criminal acts, you should know that we have yet to see the real horror of complete lawlessness. This will happen when “he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way,” that is, when the one holding back this man of sin steps out of the way and the forces that are restraining complete lawlessness are removed (2 Thessalonians 2:7). 
 If you ask, what is holding back the man of sin today? We would say that it is none other than the Holy Spirit and the effects of the Gospel preached by the Congregation of Jesus Christ. This is one of the reasons all New World Order organizations cannot wait to start killing Christians whose activities they think are responsible for restraining the coming of their Christ, the son of perdition; the antichrist (John 15:18-26). The antichrist is restrained for now, so that the Gospel may be first published among all nations. What tools will the man of sin use in his lawless rule? He will use “power he will generate by sacrificing babies, men and women to Satan, by signs and lying wonders” to deceive and draw a following; for he shall worship the god of forces, Satan also known as Lucifer (Daniel 11:38, 39).
The question is why will God allow this to happen? We believe that God will allow this to show people by bitter experience the true sinfulness; and to show them by bitter experience the true alternative to the Lordship of Jesus Christ. In other words, we would all by bitter experiences understand the true difference between the Kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ, and that of Satan also known as Lucifer. No doubt, people without God can act no better than vicious animals. Lawlessness, to a certain extent, is already going on through the activities of his agenturs or agents, but the man of sin has not yet arrived. Click on the link to watch the documentary to help you understand where we are on the scale: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zUmnB5lzhYA&spfreload=1
Finally, the Lord relates his coming to the preaching of the gospel to all the world. So long as Jesus tarries, the Great Commission has not been fully carried out. The call to the Church to preach the Good News of Jesus Christ to the world cannot be clearer in this passage. The carrying out of the Great Commission by Christians will also bring about the persecution Jesus was speaking about. Since the time of Jesus, Christians have been persecuted in their own lands and on foreign mission fields. Though you as a Christian may be safe from persecution now, your vision of the God’s Kingdom must not be limited by what happens only to you, because Christians in other parts of the world daily face hardships and persecution. Again, persecutions are opportunity for Christians to witness for Jesus Christ to those opposed to him.
 We must study our bible to gain knowledge. Jesus himself taught his disciples what to say and how to say it. For the Holy Spirit to remind you of what to do and what to say, you must have learned the Word. Jesus tells us what attitude we can have when we must take a stand for the Gospel. We do not have to be fearful or defensive about our faith because the Holy Spirit will be present to remind us and give us the right words to say.
“He or she that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.” To believe in Jesus “unto the end” will take perseverance because our faith will be challenged and opposed. Severe trials will sift true Christians from fair-weather believers. Although enduring to the end may not earn salvation for you, but it marks you as already saved. However, the assurance of your salvation will keep you strong in the midst of persecution.
“This generation shall not pass till all these things be fulfilled.” (Matt. 24:34). In the sense that Jerusalem was destroyed in A. D. 70, Christ’s contemporaries did live to the fulfillment of that prophecy 40 years later. When the Roman general Titus placed an idol on the site of the burned out Temple after the destruction of Jerusalem. In 38 A.D., just a few years after Jesus gave this warning, the emperor Caligula made plans to put his own statue in the Temple, but he died before this could be carried out. However, in the later days the generation refers to those living at the time of the beginning of the signs characterizing the end times—they will live to see the fulfillment of the remaining prophecies. 
“The abomination of desolation” This illustration teaches believers that they must be watchful and ready for the coming of the Lord Jesus (Daniel 9:27; 11:30, 31). The foolish virgins were careless, assuming they had plenty of time to get ready when the event approached (Matthew 25: 1).
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