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The Testing of God Almighty’s Son
“Man shall not Live by Bread Alone, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God Almighty.”

Matthew Chapter 4 [:4]
The theme of Jesus Christ as the Son of God Almighty that is so prominent in the baptism account is developed in the story of the temptation. We have entitled the passage “The Testing of God Almighty’s Son,” because the first two tests by Satan are introduced by the phrase “If you are the Son of God Almighty.” The tests and Jesus' responses to them show what kind of Messiah and Son of God Almighty he is. The setting in the desert and the use of the number “forty” suggest a contrast between ancient Israel and Jesus. During its wandering in the wilderness after the escape from Egypt, and as ancient Israel was tested and found wanting; so was Adam’s family tested and found wanting as well. Where ancient Israel and Adam’s family failed, Jesus now triumphs.

This temptation by Satan shows us that Jesus was human and it allowed Jesus to reaffirm God Almighty’s plan for his ministry (1 John 4:2-3; Micah 5:2). It also gives us an example to follow when we are tempted. Jesus’ temptation was an important demonstration of his sinlessness. He would face temptation and not give in. Therefore, the excuse most people give for continuing in their sinful lives: “I am human” does not hold water (Matthew 5:48).
This time of testing showed that Jesus was the Son of God Almighty, able to overcome Satan and his temptations. A person has not shown true obedience if he or she has never had an opportunity to disobey. God Almighty led Israel into the wilderness to humble and prove them. He wanted to find out whether or not they would obey Him (Deuteronomy 8:2). We too will be tested. Now you know that testing will come, you should learn your lessons well, and be alert and ready for it. Remember your convictions are only strong if they hold up under pressure.

Satan, the devil, tempted Eve in the Garden of Eden, and you know the whole story, how and why Adam’s family disobeyed God Almighty (Genesis 5:2). Here Satan tempts Jesus in the wilderness to stop Him who is our last hope for taking back the dominion of the earth Adam and Eve delivered to him when they disobeyed God Almighty (Luke 4:6; Genesis 1:26-30; 3:1-19). Satan is a fallen angel. Although he would like you to believe he is a myth, he is real, not symbolic, and is constantly fighting against those who follow and obey God Almighty. My friends, Satan’s temptations are real, and he is always trying to get you to live his way or your way rather than God Almighty’s way.

Satan knew Jesus will one day reign over all creation, but he tried to force his hand and get him to declare his Kingship prematurely. If Jesus had given in, what would have become of our fate, should rather be imagined than expressed. Because His mission on earth, to die for our sins and allow us to have eternal life, would have been lost. Now, remember that when temptations seem especially strong and pressing, or when you think you can rationalize giving in; something like I will do it this one time and then ask God Almighty for forgiveness later, is willfully sinning.


Sin is addictive, and in most cases, it is very hard to stop sinning after you have come to the knowledge of the truth, and then sin wilfully. So, before diving into sin, consider whether Satan may be trying to block God Almighty’s purposes for your life or someone else’s life near you. Again, the “willful sin” is the sin of deliberately rejecting Jesus Christ and crucifying him the second time, not the inadvertent sin of a follower. Willfully sinning is like the Roman Catholic mass, in which Jesus is crucified the second time and over and over as a “victim” the priest would say (Hebrews 10:26-31).

After forty days and nights of fasting, Jesus would be very hungry. So the first test is the temptation to change stone into bread to feed himself. Jesus takes his reply from Deuteronomy 8:3. “The Son of God Almighty is fed by the Word of God Almighty, but not by bread alone.”
4-11. The illustration that our Lord Jesus uses, in which the Word of God Almighty is compared to our daily bread, is most instructive. Bread is indispensable to life. We all understand this. However strong a person maybe if he or she takes no nourishment, he or she will grow weaker, and life will become extinct. Even so with the Word of God Almighty. It contains a heavenly principle and works powerfully in them that believe.

No doubt Bread must be eaten. You may know all about bread. You may have bread and may give it to others. You may have bread in your house and on your table in great abundance, but that will not help you; if through illness you are unable to eat it, you will die. And so a mere knowledge of God Almighty’s Word and even the preaching of it to others will not avail you. It is not enough to think about it, you must feed on God Almighty’s Word, and take it into your heart and life. In love and obedience, you must appropriate the words of God Almighty, and let them take full possession of your heart. Then they will indeed be words of life.

Bread must be eaten daily. And the same is true of God Almighty’s Word. The Psalmist says: “Blessed is the man whose delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law doth he meditates day and night” (Psalm 1:2). “O how I love Thy law; it is my meditation all the day” (Psalm 119:97).  To secure a strong and powerful spiritual life God Almighty’s Word every day is indispensable.

The second test involves Jesus being taken up to the highest point on the wall surrounding the Jerusalem temple. There he is tempted to throw himself down and call on God Almighty for aid, thus fulfilling Psalm 91:11-12. Jesus takes his reply this time from Deuteronomy 6:16: The Son of God Almighty does not put his Father to such foolish and magical tests.

The third test promises all the kingdoms of the world to Jesus if he will offer worship to the devil. Jesus' reply is taken from Deuteronomy 6:13: The Son of God Almighty offers worship only to his heavenly Father.

Now what kind of a Son of God Almighty do you say is Jesus? His conduct during the three tests makes it clear that he does not seek to satisfy his own material needs, to make a miraculous display of his status and power, or to enter into a partnership with the devil for the sake of political authority; unlike the son of perdition of our day whose ambition is to lead the United Nations. Jesus emerges as totally obedient to the will of his Father, especially as that will is expressed in the words of the Old Testament Scriptures. His attitude provides a model for true Christians who may be tempted to pay too much attention to material goods, to provoke God Almighty, to seek influence and wealth without regard for justice and morality. Having personally withstood the assaults of Satan on these matters, Jesus can free others from their tyranny.

12-17. After being identified publicly as the Son of God Almighty in the baptism account and after proving what kind of Son of God Almighty he is, Jesus journeys from Judea to Galilee to begin his public ministry. Jesus began his ministry in Galilee rather than in Jerusalem Judea after John the Baptist’s arrest by Herod Antipas, and the danger that spelled for Jesus were not sufficient reasons for this move. Rather geography is explained in light of the Scriptures: Jesus’ Galilean ministry is in accord with the words of (Isaiah 9:1-2), and thus in accord with God Almighty’s will and connects Jesus’ ministry to the Old Testament. This shows the unity of God Almighty’s purposes as He works with His people throughout all ages.

The substance of Jesus’ preaching is summarized as “Repent, for the Kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Jesus started his ministry with the very word people had heard John the Baptist say: “Repent.” The message is the same today as when Jesus and John gave it. Becoming a follower of Jesus Christ means turning away from your self-centeredness and “self” control and turning your life over to Jesus Christ’s direction and control.

18-25. The first disciples encountered Jesus in their everyday occupation of fishing in the Sea of Galilee, then and now, an important profitable business in Israel’s economy. Without any preparation and with little or no deliberation, they leave behind their business and their families to follow Jesus. They were being called away from their productive trade to be productive spiritually. We all need to fish for lost souls. If we practice Jesus Christ’s teachings and share the Gospel with others, we will be able to draw those around us to Jesus Christ like a fisherman who pulls fish into his boat with nets.

Now, these men already knew Jesus. He had talked to Peter and Andrew previously (John 1:40-42), and he had been preaching in the area by the sea where they conducted their business. So when Jesus called them, they knew what kind of man he was and were willing to follow him. They were not hypnotized when they followed but instead were thoroughly convinced that following him would change their lives forever. James and his brother, John, along with Peter and Andrew were the first disciples Jesus called to work with Him.

If you ask, “What were the three main aspects of Jesus’ ministry?” Jesus was teaching, preaching and healing. Teaching shows Jesus' concern for understanding; preaching shows his concern for the commitment, and healing shows his concern for wholeness. His miracles of healing authenticated his teaching and preaching, showing that he truly was from God Almighty. Jesus preached the Gospel, the Good News to everyone who wanted to hear it, and so should his followers. The Gospel is that the Kingdom of heaven has come, that God Almighty is with us, and that He cares for us. Jesus Christ can heal you, not just of physical sickness, but of spiritual sickness as well. There is no sin or problem too great or too small for him to handle. Jesus' words are good news because they offer freedom, hope, peace of heart, and eternal life with God Almighty.

To summarize Jesus’ activities as presented in this chapter, we noted that almost every word in Jesus’ preaching, teaching, and healing activities is found in the Scriptures, in the Old Testament, and later in the New Testament. Although Jesus' activity is confined to the region of Galilee, word of it spreads to the whole province of Syria. 
The outward movement of Jesus’ reputation as a teacher and healer results in the movement of many people toward Him. People suffering from all kinds of diseases are brought to him, and they are cured. People from every region of Israel joined the crowds that followed Him. Such people along with the disciples formed the audience for the Sermon on the Mount in which He describes what should be the character, as well as the benefits of true children of God Almighty.

Scripture Reading Online
http://av1611.com/kjbp/kjv-bible-text/index.tml
Online Bible by HSAPM for Windows 8.1
http://www.hsapm.org/rss
