Sabbath Day Sermon July 23, 2016
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Creation of the Church of Jesus Christ
Ephesians Chapter 2
Everyone that is a true Christian today at one time was alive to trespass, in which time they walked according to the dictates of the prince of power of the air who is none other than Satan himself, also known as Lucifer.  But in Jesus Christ we are quickened and today sit with Jesus Christ in the heavenly realms right now. True Christians already shared in Jesus Christ’s royal status and his sovereign power.  They work to advance his Kingdom by their worship, prayers, witness, and missionary outreach.  Their life is hid in Jesus Christ in God Almighty (Colossians 3:3), thus they are in the world but not of it. Their true homeland is the heavenly commonwealth (Philippians 3:20).
2-7. Paul’s readers believed that Satan and his evil spiritual forces inhabited the region between earth and sky. Satan is thus pictured as ruling an evil spiritual kingdom: the demons and those who are against Jesus Christ and his Church.  “Satan” means “the adversary.” He is also called the devil. Jesus Christ in his resurrection is the permanent ruler of the whole world.  Satan is only temporary ruler of the part of the world that chooses to follow him until Jesus returns.

The fact that all people, without exception commit sin, proves that we have a sinful nature. If you ask, “Does this mean only Christians do good?” The answer is no, because many people do good to others. On a relative scale, many are moral, kind, and law abiding. Comparing these people to criminals, we would say they are very good. But only through uniting our lives with Jesus Christ’s perfect life can we become good in God’s sight.

In the light of Jesus Christ’s resurrection, we know that our bodies will also be raised from the dead (1 Corinthians 15:2-23) and that we have been given the power to live as Christians now. These ideas are combined in Paul’s image of believers sitting with Jesus Christ in “heavenly places.” Our eternal life with Jesus Christ is certain, because we are united in his powerful victory.
Here Paul emphasizes that with regard to our old sinful nature, we do not need to live any longer under sin’s power, because the penalty of sin and its power over us were destroyed by Jesus Christ on the cross. Through faith in Jesus Christ we stand acquitted, or not guilty, before God Almighty (Romans 3:21, 22). However, God Almighty does not take us out of the world or make us robots; we will still feel like sinning when we follow our fleshly heart desires, and in so doing will sin. The difference is that before we became Christians we were dead in sin and slaves to our sinful nature, but now we are alive and dead to sin, having been quickened with Jesus Christ.
8-11. “And that not of yourselves,” meaning “Salvation is not of yourselves.” It is secure by trusting Jesus Christ, that is, by faith alone. This excludes any and all works of righteousness. True faith always has in it three elements: (1) knowledge, for no one is saved without knowing something (Romans 10:17); (2) mental consent to the knowledge, that is, one is convinced in his or her mind that the gospel is true, and (3) A volitional act of personal appropriation or laying hold of Jesus Christ, that is, receiving Jesus Christ as one’s Savior (John 1:12). The absence of any one of the three elements means the absence of true faith. Moreover, true faith is never alone; it is always accompanied by good works which are the fruit of faith. The absence of good works subsequent to salvation leaves open the question whether one has truly been regenerated. This is the case, because often Christians, even after they have been given the gift of salvation, feel obligated to try to work their way to God. Because our salvation and even our faith are gifts, we should respond with gratitude, peace, and joy.
We become true Christians through God Almighty’s unmerited grace, not as the result of any effort, ability, intelligent choice, or act of service on our part. However, out of gratitude for this free gift, we will seek to help and serve others, with a kindness, charity, and goodness, and not merely please ourselves. Of course, no action of “work” we do can help us obtain salvation; Almighty God’s intension is that our salvation will result in acts of service. We are not saved merely for our own benefit but to serve Jesus Christ and build up the Church (Ephesians 4:12).
Pharisaic Jews who pretend to be righteous called the Circumcision, considered the non- Pharisaic Jews the “Uncircumcision” that is, ceremonially unclean. They thought themselves as pure and clean because of their national heritage and religious ceremonies. But Paul points out that Jews and Gentiles are alike and unclean before God Almighty and need to be cleansed by Jesus Christ. My friend, reflecting on your old life before you came to Jesus, should help you realize how great a gift of salvation is, compared to your former natural unclean condition, and without hope or eternal life.
12-20. Having no hope, and without God Almighty. He or she who does not have God Almighty has no hope, and what worse condition could be the lot of anyone than to be without God? Moreover, to be without Jesus Christ is to be without God Almighty as well. These assertions deny the possibility that anyone can get to heaven through any other religion or by any other road.  True Christianity is the only true faith, and without it people are lost.
Through Jesus Christ, in his name and by virtue of his atoning sacrifice, all believers have access or admission to the holy presence of Almighty God. They draw near by the Spirit; they are no longer aliens or strangers but fellow citizens with all the Saints. Jesus has broken down the walls people build between themselves. Since these walls have been removed we can come to real unity with people who are not like us. This is true reconciliation, for because of Jesus’ death we are all one family. We can all approach God Almighty through the Holy Spirit; we are no longer strangers to God Almighty, and we are all part of beautiful temple with Jesus Christ as our cornerstone.
The death of Jesus Christ abolished the tradition of the Jewish elders, and ended the angry resentment between Jews and Gentiles; Jesus took the two groups that had been opposed to each other and made them part of himself. Thus he fused all believers together to become one in himself (John 10:14-18).  The Church building is sometimes called God’s house. In reality, God’s house is not a building, but a group of people. He lives in us and shows himself to a watching world through us (1 Corinthians 6:19-20).  People can see that God is love and that Jesus is LORD as we live in harmony with each other and with what God Almighty says in his Word.
If you ask, “What does it means to stand on the foundation of the apostles and the prophets?” My friend, it means that the Church is not built on modern ideas, but rather on the spiritual heritage given to us by the early apostles and prophets of the Christian Church of Jesus Christ.
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