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1 Thessalonians Chapter 5
WHAT KIND OF SERVANT ARE YOU?

The Lord Jesus Christ really requires little of us to be accepted into his Kingdom and to be called the children of God. However, the things that he does want us to do, he wants us to do them honestly and earnestly.It may be difficult because most of the world is doing something else which appears to work but wide is the gate that leadeth to destruction; straight is the way that leadeth to life (Matthew 7:13-14). The narrow path is straight and less-traveled but that path leads to Jesus and to eternal life.

The Lord God Almighty has called us to be separate from the people of the world, and yet, remain the salt of the earth and the light on a candlestick that he may use us to bring his lost sheep into his Kingdom (2 Corinthians 6:17; Matthew 5:13-16; John 10). We cannot join the popular crowd for the sake of convenience or ignorance. We must resist and stand apart from the mob for the gospel of Jesus Christ. The servant is not greater than the Master and the path that Jesus Christ laid out for us is the only one we ought to follow (John 13:16). The question that Jesus and Paul, through parable and text pose is:what kind of servant are you?

Paul tells his brethren, which today are us who stand up for Jesus Christ, that we need not concern ourselves with the times or seasons in relation to the Lord’s return. That day of his return is called the day of the Lord. Many people refer to this as “the rapture”but there is no such phrase in the scripture (v2). There are many in the world who claim to know when Jesus will return. They research history, astrology, astronomy, seasons, the bible and current events andcome up with predictions, which lead unbelievers and weak Christians astray.If you are reading this sermon or this chapter, let the words of Paul be very clear: “…know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night” (v2).

29 But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all. 30 Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed. – Luke 17, KJV

A thief does not tell you what time and day he/she is coming to rob your home. Likewise, the day of the Lord has not been announced nor will it be announced or figured out by some smart person. This factis confirmed multiple times in the scripture even by Jesus Christ. For example, Jesus spoke of the days of Noe (Noah).People were doing what they would normally do even as Noe entered into the ark before the flood and they did not know what was coming (Matthew 24:32-33, Matthew 24:37:39).

Furthermore, if a thief reveals the time he/she is going to strike, what then would be the purpose of going through with the crime? The goodman of the house could go for a jog, go to work, cook dinner, watch TV and then dial the police since he knows when the thief is coming to his home (Matthew 24:43). The day of the Lord is not so inconsequential that it should be revealed to someone, as it is meant to prove that all Christians has indeed been faithful (Matthew 13:33). A heads up on when it will happen will negate the point like how purgatory in Catholicism negates the need to do anything holy in this life if it will all be taken away by some later process. God forbid! There is nothing more that Jesus’ sacrifice can redeem or remove once you die (Hebrews 10:26; Hebrews 9:27; Romans 6).

14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; – Ephesians 4, KJV

The day of the Lord is not predictable, and if Jesus, the one who died on the cross for our sins and rose in three days, does not know when it will occur, why would any of us know (Matthew 24:36)? Only the Father in heaven knows (Mark 13:32). We only need to pay attention to the signs of the last days and follow the instructions Paul writes on Christian living: a) edify one another and esteem those who labor in Christ; b) warn rebellious people, provide comfort and support where needed, and be patient with all; c) pray continually; d) allow the Holy Spirit to work and allow the gift of prophesying to fulfill its just purpose; and e) cling to what is good and stay away from all evil (v9-22). This will ensure that we are preserved blameless and ready to rise on that day (v23).

Moreover, in the last days Paul warns of the “cult of peace,” i.e., the ones who will advocate Universalism or Ecumenism (a joining of all churches or religions) for the sake of peace, unity and ending conflict. Just know that destruction will follow (v3). Jesus Christ says nothing of peace in the last days. He said that there will be wars and rumors of wars and nations will go against nations (nations are in reference to peoples) (Mark 13:7-8; Luke 21:9-11). This will be “the beginning of sorrows” not the beginning of peace (Matthew 24:8; Mark 13:8). Hence, anyone offering a universal solution to bring about peace is really targeting the true believers: Christians (Matthew 24:6; Luke 21:12-13).

2 …the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service. – John 16, KJV

A true Christianhas no choice but to beseparate from the people in the world because the spirit in a Christian will not abide with the spirit of the world (2 Corinthians 6:14-17). Paul writes about this contrast when describinga bad servant and a good servant knowing that if someone does not serve God, he/she serves the devil.Bad servants are in darkness and are the children of the night. In contrast, good servants are the children of light and are the children of the day (v4-5). Additionally, bad servants are drunken; good servants are sober (v7). Bad servants sleep; good servants watch (v6). Lastly, bad servants are appointed to wrath; good servants obtain salvation (v9).

Jesus Christ also spoke of the faithful and wise servant who, even though the return of his master is delayed, does not stray from his path due to lack of patience or faith. Rather, he/she will continue “doing” what the master has asked of him/her (Matthew 24:44-49). The bad/evil servant will say in his heart that the day of the Lord will not happen during their lifetime or that it is taking too long. Why not enjoy the sinful life until the time of his return comes closer?At that time,he/she can repent. The bad/evil servant can only justify this thought process if they have a time in mind that they think Jesus will return or if they have a safety net such as the doctrine of purgatory. If any servant truly believed Jesus could return any minute on any daysuch behavior would not be safe for his/her salvation.Indeed, the Lord will return unexpectedly and cut that evil servant asunder (Matthew 24:50-51).

[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, we are all servants. We cannot serve two masters; we can either choose Jesus Christ or Satan (Matthew 6:24). Whoever you choose, it only makes sense to serve that master with vigor and steadfastness not with half-heartedness or capriciousness. Let your choice be Jesus Christ. We know the reward of the wicked because it was revealed to John in the book of Revelation (Revelation 11-15). Why choose death when you can choose life? Why choose darkness when you can choose light? Why choose drunkenness when you can choose sobriety? Why believe a lie when you can believe the truth? The day of the Lord is coming for both good and bad servants. Regardless of your belief, it will be a surprise(Matthew 24:27; 1 Corinthians 15:52). Anyone who says otherwise is a deceiver, an anti-Christ, as he/she is not a believer in what  Jesus has said and done(2 John 1:7-10; Revelation 22:18).The good servants must beware of such deceptions and rebuke those who perpetrate them.

19 And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness. 
20 And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life. – 1 John 5, KJV
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