Sabbath Day Sermon August 6, 2016
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop
Who Is An Anti-christ?
1st John Chapter 2

John an apostle of Jesus Christ testifies here that the Jesus Christ he knew was no spectre, no phantom, no invisible person. He was seen, by him John and others who were eye-witnesses to his glory. John wants everyone to know that they touch him and knew that he was real not an avatar. They heard him with their ears as he spoke the words of life. They looked upon him through the eye of the mind so that what they said about him was based on their discernment, their cogitation, and their convictions. It has been proven that the senses inform the mind and aid it in drawing conclusions. John therefore speaks about Jesus Christ without mental reservation or equivocation of any kind.
2-7. Christians because they are still human do wrong things sometimes, thus they must be cleansed from sins day by day. John says three things about cleansing: (1) the blood of Jesus Christ is the means of cleansing; (2) the method of cleansing is confession of sin to Jesus Christ alone not to a priest or to anyone else, because only Jesus can absorb or forgive you of your sins; (3) the measure of cleaning is that every wrong is cared for (1 John 1:9).
If you ask, “If God has forgiven us our sins because of Jesus Christ’s death on the cross, why must we confess our sins to him? My friend, in admitting our sins and receiving Jesus Christ’s cleansing, we are agreeing with God Almighty that our sin truly was sin and that we are willing to turn from it; ensuring that we do not conceal our sins from him and consequently from ourselves, and recognizing our tendency to sin and relying on his power to overcome it.
If you have sinned and are feeling guilty and condemned, John offers reassurance. You know what happens when you sin, is that Satan who is our accuser will demand for the death penalty (Revelation 12:10).  If you have sinned and feel guilty and condemned, John says not to give up hope, because the best defense Attorney or Barrister in the universe is on your side, and he is pleading your case before the Father.  Jesus Christ our advocate, is the Judge’s Son. He has already suffered your penalty in your place. Therefore, you cannot be tried again for a case that is no longer on the docket. If you are truly united with Jesus Christ, you are as safe as he is. Jesus has already won your case, simply ask him to re-affirm the not guilty verdict (Romans8:33, 34; Hebrew 7:24, 25).
3-11. As a Christian is there a way to know that you truly belong to Jesus Christ? A true Christian should do what Jesus Christ tells him or her to do and live as Jesus wants him or her to live. If you answered correctly, now what does Jesus tell you to do? John gives us the answer: the Almighty God says to you “Believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another.” Now what is the visible outcome of true Christian faith? True Christian faith results in loving behavior, that is why John says our behavior can assure us that we are Jesus Christ’s. Walking as Jesus walked or living as he did, means to obey his teachings and follow his example or complete obedience to God Almighty and loving service to people.
Love thy neighbor as you love yourself, how should a true Christian apply this command towards others?  Based on Jesus Christ’s teachings, true Christian love is not only expressed by showing respect, it is also expressed through self-sacrifice and servant-hood (John 15:13). In other words, selfless giving which reaches beyond friends to enemies and persecutors (Matthew 5:43-48). Love therefore, is the unifying force and the identifying mark of the true Christian Congregation or community. Love is the key to walking in the light, because we cannot grow spiritually while we hate others. Our growing relationships with God Almighty will result in growing relationships with others. When it comes to people we do not like or disagree with, John says to avoid those attitudes that cause you to ignore or despise others, to treat them as irritants, competitors, or enemies.  Christian love is not a feeling but a choice. The Christian should be able to choose to be concerned with people’s well-being and treat them with respect, whether or not we feel affection toward them. When we choose to love others, God Almighty will help us express our love to them. Christian love although it does not hate, it does not encourage sinful living nor does it condone them. The Christian must be very outspoken in condemning sinful lifestyles in love as a whole, because the Christian recognizes that an addiction to sinful lifestyle is a decease that can only be cured if the person afflicted will accept Jesus Christ into his or her life.
12-17. Examining who John was writing to when he wrote: “My little children” he was writing to believers of all ages who had experienced forgiveness through Jesus Christ. The older men and women he calls them fathers and mothers; these are more mature in faith and had a long-standing relationship with Jesus Christ. The young men he says had struggled and will struggle with Satan’s temptations and will win in Jesus name. The boys and girls he says had learned about Jesus Christ and were just beginning their spiritual journey. No doubt, each stage of life builds upon the other. As the old men and women, the young, the boys and girls move from victory to victory over Satan’s temptations, we grow in our ability to win battles against Satan’s temptations directed towards us.
John warns against loving this evil world, nor the things that are in the world. If you ask, “What does it mean to love the world?” Well some people think worldliness is limited to external behavior, that is, the people we associate with, the places we go, the activities we enjoy. Worldliness is also internal, for it begins in the heart as Jesus said. We work hard to keep our outward appearance attractive, but what is in our hearts is even more important. The way we are deep down matters to God Almighty (Matthew 15:12-20).  In a nutshell, worldliness is characterized by three attitudes: (1) lust of the flesh, that is preoccupation with gratifying physical desires, (2) materialism, that is, lust of the eyes and craving accumulating things; and (3) pride of life, that is, obsession with one’s status or importance.  We recall here that when the serpent tempted Eve, he tempted her in these areas. Also, when Satan tempted Jesus in the wilderness, these were his three areas of attack as well (Genesis 3:6; Matthew 4:1-11).
Now let us by contrast learn what God wants for us. God Almighty values self-control, a spirit of generosity, and humble service. It is possible to give the impression of avoiding “worldly pleasures” while still harboring worldly attitudes in one’s heart. It is also possible for a mature true Christian, like Jesus, to love sinners and spend time with them while maintaining the values of God Almighty’s Kingdom. Whatever you do as true Christian, you should know that the world is watching to see which of the two your actions reflect, the world’s values or God’s values.

Sometimes focusing on what you want could be so strong on your mind that it may cause you not to believe that what you want will one day pass away. In this mindset, it would seem impossible to you that the person who does the will of God Almighty will live forever. However, this was John’s conviction based on the facts of Jesus’ life, death, resurrection, and promises.  John gives us the assurance that this evil world and the desires for its pleasures will end; he encourages the true Christian to continue doing God Almighty’s will, for the way to heaven for obeying God Almighty and the way to hell for following Satan aka Lucifer are both real.
18-21. The last days are the times between Jesus’ first and second coming.  The last days began from the Day of Pentecost through the first century into our time until Jesus returns. During this time, “antichrists,” that is, false teachers who are enemies of Jesus Christ and his Church will pretend to be Christians and lure weak and ignorant members of the Church away from their faith in Jesus Christ. But just before the world ends, the Antichrist himself will arise (Revelation 13:19-20; 20:10).  True Christians need not fear these evil people working for Satan aka Lucifer in our time, but we must be outspoken about their evils as the Holy Spirit show us their errors, so we are not deceived. To do the work of God Almighty, we must teach the Word of God Almighty clearly and carefully to the peripheral, weak members among us so they won’t fall prey to these teachers who come to them in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves (Matthew 7:15).

Antichrists have been in the church since its beginning, they are people who once had been in the church, but they did not really belong to it.  No doubt, their reasons for joining the Church in the first place were wrong. Even today, many people call themselves Christians for less than the best reasons. Unless people’s reason for being in the Church is a Jesus Christ’s centered reason, they may not really belong in the Church. Therefore, the antichrists are those claiming faith in God Almighty while denying and opposing Jesus Christ.
“You have unction from the holy one,” meaning the Holy Spirit has come upon you.  When one becomes a born again Christian, he or she receives the Holy Spirit who helps the believer and the Church by communicating the truth.  The truth the Holy Spirit communicates is Jesus, and the Holy Spirit guides believers to him.  When we are led by the Holy Spirit, he helps us stand against false teachers and the antichrist system. If you ask, “Can anyone who believes in God but rejects his Son Jesus Christ go to heaven?” John firmly says, is impossible; since Jesus is God Almighty’s Son and his Messiah, to deny him is to reject God Almighty’s way of revealing himself to the world. In other words, a person who accepts Jesus Christ as God Almighty’s Son, however, accepts God the Father at the same time. The two are one and cannot be separated. True Christians must be outspoken in exposing the many cultists today who call themselves “Christians” but deny that Jesus is divine. Freemasonry is the leader of these groups of cultists in the world.
John encourages true Christians to hold on to the Christian truth they heard at the beginning of their walk with Jesus Christ. It is important that to grow in our knowledge of the LORD, we need to deepen our understanding through careful study of the Word; to teach these truths to others, we are never to abandon the basic truths about Jesus Christ.  A true Christian’s relationship with Jesus is personal in that as Jesus promised, he gives the Christian the Holy Spirit to teach him or her and remind them of all the he had taught. As a result, true  Christians have the Holy Spirit within them to keep them from going astray. In addition, they have the God Almighty’s inspired Word in the Bible, against which they can test questionable teachings of the antichrists.
Finally, what is the visible proof that someone is a true Christian? The visible proof that a man or a woman is a true Christian, is behavior.  Many people do good works but they do not have faith in Jesus Christ. Others claim to have faith but rarely produce good fruits. A deficit in either faith or right behavior gives a person away as a pretender, and is cause for shame when Jesus Christ returns. A true Christian ought to know that true faith always results in good works, and those who claim to have faith and who consistently do what is right are true believers. Good works cannot produce salvation, but they are necessary proof that true faith is actually present (James 2:14-17).
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