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Passage Focus: Gospel of Luke - Chapter 20

As with Luke Chapter 19 we are confronted with a portion of the scriptures where the scribes: Pharisees, and Sadducees wished to find fault with Jesus Christ and His words. While he preached to the people about the Kingdom of God and the message of Salvation the Pharisees sought to trouble Jesus in order to make the people question His authority to preach the Word of God. One should note that in this particular section, the questions that were being posed to Jesus tended to betray the

Intentions of those who were asking them. Seeing that the Lord has given us the gift of the Word, we can now read of what their intentions were at the time.

In verses one through eight we see the scribes and elders question Jesus' authority for speaking and preaching in the temple. In His reply Jesus asked them a question regarding the legitimacy of John the Baptist - whether he was a true Prophet of God. As usual the scribes and Pharisees answered Jesus in a manner that made it obvious that they did not want the truth - even to declare it to themselves or before the people. They reasoned among themselves saying that if they said that John the Baptist was sent by heaven then the obvious question would have be posed to them.

"So why did you not believe John when he said that Jesus Christ is the Son of God?"

A truthful answer would have certainly compromised their position(s) as the religious leaders of that time, or so they sinfully and jealously thought. Moreover, they chose not to avail themselves by saying that John was sent by mere men; the people would have taken it as an insult and stoned the Pharisees, scribes and chief priests, because they revered John the Baptist like a Prophet.

Thus, they answered Jesus in this manner - "We cannot tell you where John the Baptist's authority came from."

Seeing how this was the case Jesus declined to tell them by what authority he chose to preach in the temple. Though he did not answer the question directly, Jesus went on to answer the question of His authority by recounting a parable, among other things. He spoke of a vineyard owner who went away for a long time and left husbandmen to run his vineyard.

After a certain amount of time this owner sent representatives to inspect the vineyard, to ask the appointed overseers to give forth a portion of the fruit that they harvested from it. This representative would then take the fruit back to the owner. The overseers treated this representative badly and sent him away empty handed. As a result of this the owner of the vineyard sent other emissaries to do what the first one had failed to do. Each emissary was treated badly, beaten, or simply sent away empty handed. The vineyard owner decided that the best way to deal with the situation was to send his son to complete the task(s) that all the emissaries had not accomplished.

Therefore, the son went forth at the request of his father who owned the vineyard, so that he could deal with the overseers who had been quite rebellious, theretofore. It was believed that the vineyard men would revere this son and treat him with respect, because of his lineage. Contrary to this the vineyard men cast the son out of the vineyard when he arrived thence, and later killed him. So, the question was put at the end of the parable.

"What therefore shall the lord of the vineyard do unto them?" Jesus answered the question Himself - "He shall come and destroy these husbandmen, and shall give the vineyard to others. And when they heard it, they said, God forbid."

Then Jesus spoke again saying - "What is this then that is written, the stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner?" Jesus continued to say - "Whosoever shall fall upon that stone shall be broken; but on whomever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder."

Though they may not have fully perceived its meaning at the time, the scribes and chief priests understood that the saying was spoken against them. Thus, the chief priests and the scribes sought to lay hands upon Jesus for all He said. However, they feared that the people would rebel if Jesus were apprehended under their authority. So, they watched Him to find an opportunity when they could entangle Him in his own words. One strategy that they employed was the use of undercover spies who would feign righteousness before Jesus as they asked Him questions. On one day such a person asked Jesus -

21 ...Master, we know that thou sayest and teachest rightly, neither acceptest thou the  person of any, but teachest the way of God truly:

22 Is it lawful for us to give tribute unto Cæser, or no?

Having detected the purpose of the question being posed to Him by the man, Jesus simply answered the question in this manner - "Give Cæser what is his, and give God what belongs to God." The one who posed the question was amazed and rendered speechless by Jesus' answer, so he held his peace.

With the same intention as the one who pretended to be a disciple, the Sadducees who did not believe in the resurrection came and asked Jesus a question after referring to Him as "Master." They asked Jesus a question regarding death and marriage. They essentially wanted to discover what he thought about the inheritance between several brothers who died one after each other, and yet each married the same wife, one at a time. When one died the next brother married her, and when that one died the next brother in line married the woman. Then finally the woman herself died.

When they had finished telling their tale they posed Jesus the question - "Therefore, in the resurrection whose wife of them is she? For seven had her to wife?" Jesus replied by explaining that marriage is not something that should be of any concern to anyone who is found worthy to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. Those who partake in the rapture will not marry, nor will they be given into marriage. Furthermore, he explained how no one would die anymore because they will be like the angels. Then Jesus made the statement that "God is not the God of the dead, but of the living."

After this the scribes commended him saying "Master, thou hast well said." Before the scribes left off Jesus asked them one last question regarding a Psalm of David. He asked, how it was that David said – verse 42 "..."The Lord said unto my Lord, sit thou on my right hand, Till I make thine enemies thy footstool."

The answer to this riddle has much to do with Prophecy and God's promise to King David. Let us take some time and consider all of Jesus' words in this portion of the scripture in order to gain enough understanding to answer the Prophetic riddle.

One thing that is evident in this chapter is that Jesus knew why the scribes, Pharisees, and Sadducees posed him certain questions that had much to do with His doctrine and authority. Although they were members of the religious hierarchy they preferred to think more about their political foothold in their deliberations regarding Jesus' answers and questions. Albeit, they continued to make various sly inquiries of Jesus, in order to make Him stumble on His words. These efforts on the part of the religious leaders at the time were intended to sway the hearts of the people - so that they would not follow Jesus Christ or heed His words.

At the beginning of the chapter it was clear that the Pharisees preferred not to answer Jesus' question regarding the legitimacy of John the Baptist's ministry; "Was it of man or of heaven?" This reluctance on their part had nothing to do with their devotion to God. No, instead they sought to maintain their position(s) as religious leaders by avoiding the question. It is strange though, how answering such a question would cause a religious leader to be concerned about their standing in the temple?

Nonetheless, answering the question would have promoted two important questions, in turn.

 If they had answered - "John the Baptist's calling was from heaven," then it would have been evident that though they believed him to be sent by God. Yet, they preferred not to heed him regarding Jesus being the Son of God. Therefore,

"Why don't you believe that Jesus is the Son of God?"

 If they had answered - "John the Baptist's calling was of men," then the people would have resented them for it, seeing how many considered John the Baptist to be a Prophet of God and not just a mundane messenger. Therefore,
"Why don't you believe that John the Baptist was a holy Prophet of God?"
Since they failed to answer the question regarding John's authority, Jesus refrained from answering their question pertaining to His authority. Nevertheless, to indirectly answer the question Jesus posed them the parable about the owner of the vineyard. This parable was a simple way for Jesus to describe his relationship with the Pharisees, to the people. It seemed that the prudent ones in the groups of disciples that were around Him would only understand what the parable meant. The vineyard owner's son who was killed symbolizes Jesus and His calling. Those who rebelled against the vineyard owner and eventually killed his son are the kings, Pharisees, and leaders of Israel over the ages. Many prophets were sent to compel Israel to obey the Word of God, but they were met with many ill treatments; some were even put to death at the hands of those religious leaders who kept watch over Israel. In the parable the vineyard owner sent servants as emissaries to the vineyard, so that they could gather up fruit and bring it back to him. Each time the owner sent his emissaries they were beaten or treated badly by those that were hired to keep watch and tend over the vineyard.

Jesus then asked them what the owner of the vineyard should do, seeing that his servants were poorly received by those who he charged to keep watch over the vineyard. Furthermore, what would such a man do when he hears word that the very same men had killed his Son, who was sent forth to speak on his behalf? As it was in 70 AD, so it was in Jesus' parable. Titus leveled Israel and removed many Israelites from the land to the extent that it was no longer a nation. This parable that Jesus presented to the people was symbolic and equally prophetic - telling of what was to come in those days and in later days.

Then Jesus expressed how the stone that the builders rejected would become the head cornerstone; whosoever that falls upon it will be broken but upon whom it falls, they will be ground to powder. This saying speaks of Jesus' Godhead and how although He will be rejected by the Jews, He will become the head cornerstone - foundation and ruler of God's kingdom. Those who fall on Him will be saved, but as for those He falls upon - they shall be ground into powder. Such sentiments speak of the power of the Son of God and how He will have mercy upon those He deems worthy of it, and compassion upon those whom He deems worthy of it.

As usual the members of the religious hierarchy were not happy to hear these words, and as usual they sought to steal Jesus away, so that they could deal with Him on their own corrupt terms. They obviously felt guilty and insulted by the parable. However, Jesus described them to the letter, within the constraints of the parable. In order to avenge themselves of Jesus' wisdom the scribes and chief priests sent spies to ask Him questions for the purpose of entrapping him in His own words. With his mission in mind one of these spies asked Jesus if it was lawful unto God for the people to give tribute to Cæser?

This is much like how certain detractors of Christianity pose the followers of the gospel questions about their obedience to certain laws that contradict the Word of God: abortion, homosexuality-related laws, and other divers laws that put Christians in the same position as Daniel when he was under the rule of Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon.

For Daniel was commanded to bow before an idol of this king and to worship it. However, he refused and was troubled by it at the hands of the king's councilors. Truth be told, Daniel was delivered by the hand of God and those that sought to destroy him were in turn destroyed by their own devices. Many Christians will find themselves in uncomfortable and dangerous situations when they refuse to compromise their faith in order to obey and do certain things that directly contravene God and His commandments. If one readily disobeys God's commandments so that they can live comfortably in sin as they obey sinful laws, then they would perpetually be in a state of sin until the day that they die.

Such is called iniquity and the only reward for it is hellfire. Therefore, let us render unto God the obedience that He commands, while rendering unto man what belongs to man, as long as this obedience to man does not cause one to break God's commandments. For it is written - 1 John 2:4 He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.

Next, Jesus had to clarify certain things regarding death and marriage. The Sadducees, wished to know how certain genealogies and inheritances would be resolved in heaven. They expressed their curiosity by asking Christ about the title a wife would have if she had been consecutively married to several brethren who all died, one by one. Jesus answered to the matter and explained that none would marry off or would be given into marriage in the kingdom of heaven. When we are a raptured into heaven there shall be no need for such bonds that were instituted for the sake of earthly things. In his reply Jesus makes it evident that although marriage is a covenant between a man, his wife, and God, it is something of the flesh and will be of no effect in heaven. Regarding the title of the woman who married each brother after the former died, Jesus explained that since God is not a God of the dead, but instead a God of the living, there is no need for such considerations.

"Why?"

It is because those who are found worthy to enter into the kingdom of heaven shall be like the angels and will be called the children of God. God will be Father over all. Therefore, the Lord will be the woman's inheritance, and Child of God will be her title.

The Sadducees then commended Jesus on His response and preferred not to ask Him any more questions; for it seemed that Jesus had more knowledge of the scriptures, above any of them. However, before the Sadducees left off Jesus went on to pose them a riddle about a psalm of David. He asks them why it is that in Psalm 110 verse 1 David said - The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool.

Though it's a simple phrase this psalm is quite complex, as it pertains to Jesus' alternate title as The Son of David, according to the scribes (Mark 12:35 - 36). Jesus asks the Pharisees why David said that the Lord spoke to another Lord who would have that Lord's enemies become a footstool? David sang this song knowing that the Lord promised him that the scepter should never depart from the House of David. Thus, seeing how this Lord would be a Son of David, why is it that David called Him Lord and not son? This was Jesus' way of telling the Pharisees that they do not understand the scriptures and if they had done so, they would have understand that David was speaking of Jesus Christ the Son of God, when he referred to the other Lord. Thus, Jesus Christ had answered the question regarding the legitimacy of His authority. Thenceforth Jesus rebuked the Pharisees and warned all to be wary of their hypocrisies, lies, pretenses, and greed. Glory be to God Father and the Holy Ghost

Amen.
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