Sabbath Day Sermon of April 24, 2010
Living the Christian Life

By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop
James Chapter 1
James was a half brother of Jesus. He was one of those children of Joseph who did not believe in Jesus as the Messiah until after his death and resurrection. In John chapter 7:1-6, we read that during a feast of the Tabernacle that Jesus walked in Galilee; for he would not walk in Jewry, because the Jews sought to kill him. Now the feast of tabernacles was at hand; Jesus’ half bothers and sisters the children of Joseph, said unto him, “depart hence, and go into Judea, that thy (your) disciples also may see the works that thou (you) doest (do). For there is no man that doeth (does) any thing in secret, and he himself seeketh (seeks) to be known openly. If thou (you) do these things, shew (show) thyself (yourself) to the world. For neither did his brethren (half siblings) believe in him. To this Jesus replied, “My time is not come; but your time is always ready. The world cannot hate you; but me it hateth (hates), because I testify of it, that the works thereof are evil. Go ye up unto this feast: I go not up yet unto this feast; for my time is not yet full come.” It was probably what James saw or experienced on Mount Olivet as recorded in Acts 1:4-14 that changed him and made him a believer in the Lord Jesus. 
Here James calls himself a servant, i.e., a bond-slave of Jesus who, after the Spirit, is very God. His epistle addresses the Jews of the dispersion, which includes both saved and lost Jews. James in his epistle also addressed particularly to unsaved Jews, who might not listen to what he says but who have the written record to remind them of his spoken word.
James tells us in verse 5 that wisdom is the gift of God and we should pray to receive it. All Believers can have it and as much as is needed. The Believer can go to The Father as often as he or she wishes and will receive what he or she desires. And God does not reproach anyone who asks for wisdom. However, the prayer must be salted with faith without flip-flopping. For he or she who flip-flops when it comes to having faith in God is like the ocean driven with the wind and tossed back and forth. If that is your mind set, know for certain that you not receive anything of the Lord. In point fact, a double minded man or woman is unstable in all his or her ways, says James. 
The crown of life is promised to all who have the love of God reigning in their hearts. This crown is not reserved for great and eminent saints alone. The humblest believers are also entitled to it. Therefore, let the brother or sister who does not have much material wealth, or who feels that he or she is not important in this world, rejoice because believers are already exalted and are very important to Jesus Christ for he has made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth (Rev. 5:9-10). James emphases on the peril of wealth, and cautions against the rich trusting in his or her wealth. The one who trusts in riches is made low because he or she is not exalted and not important before the Father. A person, who trusts in his or her riches than in the Lord’s exaltation, is as the flower of the grass he or she shall pass away faster than the withering of the grass under the heat of the sun. So shall the rich person who trusts in his or her riches fade away.
The source of sin and God’s goodness is dependent on how we respond to temptation. Overcoming temptation comes with a blessing from God. The believer is expected to endure and to overcome temptation(s). The word for temptation is used two ways in the New Testament. In James 1:2 and 1 Pet. 1:6, it means trials such as all Christians undergo simply because they are alive and dwell in the world. In verse 13, James tells us that it means solicitation to evil with the assurance that God never solicits man to sin. This no one can ever blame God for his or her sinful acts. Satan himself is the great tempter, and Believers must avoid entertaining the devil’s suggestions (1 Chron. 21; Matt. 4:1; John 3:2). 
In verses 1-14 James indicates that good comes from God and evil comes upon man when he allows himself to fall into the snare or entertain the suggestion of the tempter thereby enabling the evil that comes from within man himself.  When this evil or lust is enabled in man, it establishes the presence of sin, and sin when it has completed its course, brings nothing but the death of both the body and spirit. God allows trials according to our individual limitations to mature and perfect his people. When God’s people fall into sin, it is because they are careless and ill-prepared to meet Satan’s onslaughts. Christians are to immerse themselves in the word of God and pray for God to deliver them from the power of the evil one (Matt. 6:13). God is the author and Fountain of all good. The Father of lights is immutable and gives His people the light of righteousness, the light of learning the truth of His word, the light of revelation, and the light of faith.

James says we are to be swift to hear. We are to hear the word of God eagerly and obey it carefully. Truth must be received in the heart and expressed in the life. Talk and walk being together. The true test of faith includes self-control, charity, and keeping oneself separate and unspotted from the world.
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