Sabbath Day Sermon of February 13, 2010
Christ’s Better Covenant

By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

Hebrew Chapter 8

In this chapter Paul seemed to summarize his messages to the Hebrews on everything he had spoken to them regarding what God accomplished in the coming and the resurrection of Jesus Christ. He tells them and us that we have such a High Priest that is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heavens. The priests always ministered standing. There were no seats in the tabernacle or temple. Christ’s work is a finished work. He is seated, which means that his sacrifice was accepted by the Father. Nothing more needs to be added to what Christ has already done. 

To the Believers, now of all the things we have heard of the Old and the New, we must know that we have a high priest, who is set, i.e. “who is seated.” So when the High Priest pleaded with Jesus to tell him in the name of the Lord if he was the Son of God? And Jesus’ replied, “hereafter shall the Son of man sit on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven” (Matt. 26:64-67), the high priest understood what he meant. The High Priest was so enraged at Jesus’ claim, that he rent his clothes in violation of the regulations for the priesthood (Lev. 21:10); saying “he has spoken blasphemy; what further need have we of witness?’ ‘Behold, now you have heard his blasphemy (Lev 24:16).’” The high priest was in violation of the Law of the priesthood because Jesus (Yeshua) is The Lord. According to the High Priest, Jesus was guilty of death, but his trial and punishment would not be according to the Jewish Law, which would require that Jesus be stoned to death. But the Romans would be the ones to do it as Jesus and the prophets had predicted (Matt. 20:17-18; Dan 9:24:26). 

To the skeptics who does not believe in the Messianic prophecies which point to Jesus Christ as the Son of God and the Messiah, I challenge you to prove your point by showing that there was an agreement between the Jewish elders and Jesus Christ and the Romans to crucify him so he would appear to have fulfilled the messianic prophecies as predicted in the Scriptures so many hundreds of years he was born.
The New Covenant is superior to the old one. Under the old covenant believers were given symbols and types. Under the new covenant (or agreement) the historical person of Jesus Christ, who died and rose again, is the reality. We ought to put our trust in Him. Moreover, believers now have the Holy Spirit, the Vicar of Jesus Christ who takes up his residence in the hearts of the faithful. Israel misused the old agreement by falling into legalism and idolatry, which included works and self-justification. Salvation, then and now, was and is by faith alone through God’s free grace. By the older covenant sins were covered; now sins are removed. The benefits of the new covenant are secured by faith in Christ, which includes submitting to his Lordship. And this salvation is sealed by water baptism.
Jesus Christ the Good Shepherd
John: 18:28-30. The Chief Priests and the temple officers brought (delivered) Jesus to the Hall of Judgment, but the chief priests and the temple officers did not go in, lest they defile themselves. By Jewish law at that time, entering the house of a Gentile was a serious offence. Pilate inquired to know who Jesus was and what was his crime. The chief priests and the Temple officers replied that Jesus was a malefactor: a person who violates the law.  
John 18: 31, 32. Pilate replied, well take him and judge him according to your law, on the grounds that he had no evidence before him that Jesus had done anything against the Roman law. The Chief Priest, replied, “it is unlawful for us to put any man to death.”   But we know that is not true, because under the Jewish law in Jesus’ time, it was lawful to put any man to death for blasphemy by stoning (Lev 24:16; Deut. 13:10; Acts 7:57-60). This false statement by the Chief Priest and the Temple officers, point to the prophets and to Jesus’ prediction of the manner of death he would die, concerning the method of his execution (Matt. 20:17-19; Dan 9:25, 26). 

John: 3:14; 8:28, 29.  And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up.
John. 10: 14-18. I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. 

As the Father knows me, even so know I the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 
John 10:16. And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold (the Gentiles): those also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. Jews and Gentiles shall be incorporated into the one body of which Jesus Christ is shepherd.

The Jews and the Gentiles having united to sin against God, have come short of the glory of God. Therefore, those who were united against God in the death of Jesus, should now return to The Father and be united in Jesus Christ. The one body is subject to one head, Jesus Christ. It is guided and led by the one Spirit and is commanded to have love for all members of the flock while waiting for the one common destiny of all believers in God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

John 10:17, 18. "Therefore does my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again.  No man takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received from my Father"
John 15:13. Greater love has no man than this that a man lay down his life for his friends.
Matthew 20:28. Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many. 
Son of man, Jesus referred to himself as the Son of man more than eighty times in the New Testament Gospels. This term describes his office as the Messiah, but he avoided the word “Messiah” because the people of his day attached to it connotations that were improper (The people thought of the Messiah as an irresistible military conqueror who would smite Rome and restore the political empire of King David).  In its messianic connotation the term “Son of man” was first used in Dan 7:13, where it was applied to a heavenly figure whose everlasting rulership over all is given to him by the Ancient of days. Jesus gave this title its full messianic and redemptive significance.

It has come to be universally believed that the Jewish leadership in Jesus’ time unsuccessfully plotted to kill him, and that the Gentiles (Romans) were persuaded by the Jewish religious leaders to crucify him. But according to Jesus, he laid down his life for the benefit of his friends. “No man takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself.’ ‘I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again.’ ‘This commandment have I received from my Father (John 10: 18).”

In A.D. 33, April 3, Flavius Josephus wrote in the Antiquities of the Jews: “Now, there was about this time, Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call him a man, for he was a doer of wonderful works, --a teacher of such men as receive the truth with pleasure.’ ‘He drew over to him both many of the Jews, and many of the Gentiles. He was [the] Christ; and when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men amongst us, had condemned him to the cross, those that loved him at the first did not forsake him, for he appeared to them alive again the third day, as the divine prophets had foretold these and ten thousand other wonderful things concerning him; and the tribe of Christians, so named from him, are not extinct at this day.’”

To keep the truth away from the Jewish people of who Jesus is, an ancient Rabbinic curse in the Talmud, forbids their people to read a portion of the Bible:

"May the bones of the hands and the bones of the fingers decay and decomposed, of him who turns the pages of the book of Daniel to find the time of Daniel 9:24-27, and may his memory rot from off the face of the earth forever" (Talmud Law, p.m, Section 2, Line 28).

The question that we ask of these Rabbis is, what are you trying to hide from the people? Why wouldn't you let the people read the Scriptures and decide for themselves if Yeshua (Jesus) is the Messiah?

In Isaiah 53:1-12, we find that God actual planned the death of Jesus and carried it out to the disappointment of all those who thought they were doing God and humanity service by plotting and putting Him to death (Genesis 15:17, 18).

In verse 10 we learn of the extraordinary provisions of the new covenant. God gave the law to the Israelites. He now puts his laws in the minds and in the hearts of those who believe in Christ Jesus. We have been given minds to remember, hearts to love, consciences to recognize, courage to profess, and the power to put all these things required of us into practice. He is our God and we are his people, and our sins are remembered against us no more.
__________________________________________________________________

Question and Answer:  (RCC = Roman Catholic Church
Nicholas the person that I met on Friday asked the question: does partaking of the Eucharist have power to cleanse Catholics from past sins and preserve them from future sins? 

"For this reason the Eucharist cannot unite us to Jesus Christ without at the same time cleansing us from past sins and preserving us from future sins:" RCC Catechism Pg. 351, #1393 

"By the same charity that it enkindles in us, the Eucharist preserves us from future mortal sins." RCC Catechism Pg. 352, #1395

Once again, God's Word and Catholic tradition couldn't be farther apart. Regarding cleansing from past sins, the Bible declares that all sins are washed away through the blood of Jesus Christ:  "...the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin." 1 John 1:7 

"And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness...Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood," Revelation 1:5

The Catechism strips away from Jesus Christ the credit He alone deserves for cleansing people from their sins, and credits instead a wafer with accomplishing that task. Why is Jesus Christ demoted again? 

"And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and by the Spirit of our God." 1 Corinthians 6:11.
Question:  Does the Eucharist Preserve from future sins 
There is no scriptural evidence that eating a piece of bread will preserve anyone from future sins. This doctrine's only practical function is to keep members returning to the Catholic church to receive the Eucharist, in hopes that it will help preserve them from sin. 

Aside from holding people in bondage to the church, there is little else such a practice can accomplish. To cleanse you from past sins and protect you from future sins, Catholicism demands that you look to an idolatrous piece of bread. 
It is imperative that you understand that this tradition of men directly contradicts God's Word. If you obey this Catholic doctrine, it is only because you have rejected Jesus Christ and the Holy Scriptures (the Word of God). 

Question: Is Mary’s Virginity Perpetual?
The Catechism records that Mary remained a virgin throughout her entire life: "Mary remained a virgin in conceiving her Son, a virgin in giving birth to him, a virgin in carrying him, a virgin in nursing him at her breast, always a virgin." RCC catechism Pg. 128 #510 

"And so the liturgy of the Church celebrates Mary as Aeiparthenos, the 'Ever-virgin.'" RCC catechism Pg. 126, #499

Either Mary remained a virgin or she didn't. The position you will take depends upon who you believe... the traditions of men, or God's Word. 

The Bible states that after giving birth to Jesus, Mary bore other children: "Is not this the carpenter's son? is not his mother called Mary? and his brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas? Matthew 13:55; Acts 1:14; John 7:1-8. 

"Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his sisters here with us? And they were offended at him." Mark 6:3

The Apostle Paul wrote: "But other of the apostles saw I none, save James the Lord's brother." Galatians 1:19

Because these verses so clearly contradict Catholic doctrine, the Catechism gives this explanation: "The Church has always understood these passages as not referring to other children of the Virgin Mary. In fact James and Joseph, 'brothers of Jesus,' are the sons of another Mary, a disciple of Christ..." RCC catechism Pg. 126 #500).

Another Mary? Why the twisting of scripture? These verses clearly refer to Mary, the mother of Jesus. So why does the Catholic church deliberately mislead its members? 

Is it to propagate an image of Mary as this divine creature, who is above having a normal marital relationship with her husband, Joseph? 
Is it to make Mary appear more like current priests and nuns, leading a celibate life? 

These are questions you must answer for yourself. 

Question: What is the pagan connection 
Why elevate Mary to this "ever-virgin" state? There is an amazing resemblance between the Mary of Roman Catholicism and pagan deities that were worshipped in Old Testament times. It should be disconcerting to all Catholics that the Mary of their religion more closely resembles a pagan deity than the Mary of the Bible (Jeremiah 44:15-19, 20-25).
Question: Was Mary this mystical "ever-virgin" or wasn't she? 
Your choice is again the same. Accept the traditions of men and reject the Word of God. Or believe God's Word as it is written: "Thy word is true from the beginning: and every one of thy righteous judgments endureth for ever." Psalm 119:160
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