Sabbath Day Sermon of March 13, 2010

The Exercise of Faith: Jesus Our Leader and Teacher
By Dr. Chika Flint
Hebrews Chapter 12

The cloud of witnesses are (1) those who did great deeds by faith and (2) Jesus Christ, the Redeemer. We are to live as they did and run the kind of race they ran, with patience and persistence (Rome 14:4). The Scriptures indicate several ways by which temptation can be overcome: (1) resisting temptation in faith (Eph. 6:16; 1 Pet 5:8, 9; Heb. 12:4); (2) guarding against temptation (Matt 26:41); (3) employing the resources of prayer (Matt 6:13); (4) not letting Satan use a believe as an instrument of evil (Rom. 14:13); (5) helping to restore a fallen brother or sister who repents (Gal. 6:1). An erring brother or sister can be brought back into fellowship with God by (1) applying the blood of Jesus for cleansing (1 John 1:7); (2) making confessing of sin to God and forsaking the sin (1 John 1:9); and, in some cases, (3) making repayment or restitution (Luke 19:8, 9).
v. 6-11. The false notion is spread abroad “come to Christ and all your problems will disappear.” The reality is that when we come to Jesus Christ our problems just begin. Satan goes after God’s people in an effort to undo the work of Christ. God himself is determined that we will be perfect as the Son of God is perfect. And in order to make us like that, he must discipline us. Discipline might be hard for some to bear, but afterwards “it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness.”

If we endure chastening, God deals with us as with his sons and daughters. Naturally the sons and daughters that are not chastised are often bastards and reprobates. We usually give reverence to our natural parents when we are corrected or discipline by them. Why is it that we cannot subject ourselves unto our Father in heaven, who has authority over everything in the universe?  Therefore, what ever chastening we are given today in the word of God should be received with joy, although it might seem hard, but it would definitely yield the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto those who would endure through the learning process.

v. 12-28. Believers are exhorted to endure. Stay alert in your spirit and strengthen your feeble knees due to frustration. Stand up for Jesus, and don’t be left behind, but let your hopelessness be healed by the word of God in you. Follow peace with everyone, and holiness in your dealings, without which no one can be worthy of eternal life promised by the Lord. Be diligent lest you fall out of the grace of God. Avoid being angry for nothing, let nothing trouble you, for this reason many who claimed to believe have been defiled in spirit (Eph. 4:31; Col. 3:8).  Here we are told that the act of bearing or delivering a bad fruit after being saved have led into committing fornication and blasphemy, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold his birthright. We must not let what we want to accomplish overshadow our faith and the hope we have in Jesus Christ. When a person is born again, they are expected to bear fruit; but some bear good fruit and some bear dead fruit. Paul in all his writings warned believers against fornication; the fact that the act of fornication in the pagan world is an act of worship. If God is opposed to fornication, then the act of fornication is the worship of Lucifer the devil. The first time anyone commits fornication that is the initiation into the worship of Lucifer. Paul warns every believer to flee the idolatry of fornication and adultery (1 Cor. 6:18; Rev. 14:8).  
Spiritually speaking, one of the major reasons to avoid sex out of marriage is found in the biblical phrase "the two shall become one flesh." Sexual intercourse unites people in ways we don't fully understand. It is a merging of spirit and soul, a truly mystical experience with profound consequences. People who practice monogamy and who were not overly active sexually prior to their wedding, tend to have deeper relationships than those who have had many partners or who do not maintain monogamy. "Open marriages" for instance almost always fail. On the other hand, in the Hindu religion and in most pagan, satanic and idol worship, sexual union through fornication is used as a tool for spiritual awareness. Kama yogis and others manipulate their sexual energies, drawing them upward into the higher chakras. In these temples the devotees (members) regularly engage in sexual activities of all sorts, purposefully, to become one with the deity or gods that are worshipped.  In other words, the worship of Lucifer in these religions, as in all freemasonry, witchcraft and Satanism, is believed that the more immoral sex you have, fornication or adultery, the more light of Lucifer you see.

In ancient times, temple prostitution was very popular as they are today. The priest or priestess is believed to be a physical incarnation of the Pagan deity or god and sexual union with the priest or priestess is required and regarded, under those circumstances, as a deeply spiritual experience with the gods. The Apostle Paul discusses (and forbids) this in Romans 1:18-32, and in almost all his letters to the churches.   
http://www.sacred-texts.com/sex/asw/index.htm
In Genesis 25:25-31 we find that the main point in Esau’s life were (1) the sale of the birthright for some of Jacob’s stew, and his act indicating his unconcern for the birthright; (2) the marriage Esau consummated with women unrelated to his father’s family except for Mahalath, whom he married to placate Isaac and Rebakah, (3) his failure to obtain the patriarchal blessing before Isaac died; and (4) his departure from Canaan for Seir. Esau was careless and indifferent to spiritual things. For some reason Isaac and his wife had different loyalties. Rebekah loved Jacob more than Esau, while Isaac had a special affection for Esau. This difference led to marital problems. Rebekah practiced deceit on her husband, which led to a family separation when Jacob had to flee for his life. 
The birthright is not especially important when there is only one child. It becomes important when there are two sons or more. Isaac had twins of two sons. Esau, as the firstborn to come out of the womb, should have been the one through whom the people of God would count their descent. But he sold his spiritual birthright for carnal needs and lost it to Jacob. Jacob got the birthright and from his loins came the Israelite patriarchs. Moreover, until the establishment of the Aaronic priesthood, the firstborn of the family exercised the priestly functions in the home after his father’s death.
We put ourselves in great danger when we refuse to obey God. The Christian like the children of Israel accepted God’s contract, an agreement in which God was recognized as their Lord. The contract was in fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham as well. It was a conditional arrangement based upon Israel’s promise to believe God and to obey him. Only unbelief and disobedience could break the terms of the contract and lose the blessing and protection God promised. God had given Moses tokens so he could prove he was God’s representative. Despite this, Israel doubted and disbelieved Moses time and again. The Lord Yehovah descended upon it in fire; fire symbolizes the holiness of God (2 Kings 2:11; 2 Thess. 1:7, 8). They disobeyed and disbelieved because they could not endure to that which was commanded. For this reason God would not draw near to them, if he had, all of them would have been dead. 
Today the city of man is being built all around the world, but it is unsubstantial and fades away. When history ends and because of what Christ had done we will live in the city of God, which is the New Jerusalem (Rev. 21:2). Life began in the Garden of Eden; it will end in the City of God, whose builder and maker is God himself. What God builds can never be destroyed. When God speaks he expects us to listen and to act accordingly. We know that those who did not obey in the Old Testament period have not escaped. And we shall not escape, if we follow in their footsteps. Believers have received a kingdom (of peace and glory), which is so firmly founded that it can never be shaken and will stand for all eternity. Whoever believes in God through Jesus Christ must worship him acceptably, in reverence and with godly fear. 

v. 29. Though he be our God in Christ Jesus, and now deals with us in a more kind and gracious way, yet he is in himself a consuming fire; that is, a God of strict justice, who will avenge himself on all the despisers of his grace, and upon all apostates. Under the gospel, the justice of God is displayed in a more awful manner, though not in so sensible a manner as under the law; for here we behold divine justice seizing upon the Lord Jesus Christ, and making him a propitiatory sacrifice, his soul and body an offering for sin, which is a display of justice far beyond what was seen and heard on mount Sinai when the law was given.
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