Sabbath Day Sermon of March 6, 2010

A Definition of Faith and Examples of Faith: The Better Way
By Dr. Chika Flint

Hebrews Chapter 11

What is faith? In Ephesians 2:8-10, we read that “for by grace are you saved through faith, and not of yourselves; it is the gift of God. Not of works lest any man should boast.” In other words, salvation is not by your own making. It is priceless, and it is not obtainable by your own efforts. Because we are The Lord’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good which God had before ordained that we should walk in them.
Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. Doesn’t this defile the definition of a scientific evidence? For by it the elders, those who were before us who by faith believed God and obtained a good report. Therefore, through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear.
The saints named in the chapter may be divided into two classes those whose names and exploits (deed) are mentioned and those whose names but not their deeds are stated. The account is also interesting both for those whose names are omitted and for some of those who are named. Adam, Elijah, and Elisha are not specially named. Samson and Jephtha represent some who, humanly speaking, rank below some of the unnamed. Only two women are mentioned. Sarah and Rahab. All those mentioned are examples of people who had faith, but all were not totally perfect. By mentioning Abel first, Paul indicates that subsequent to Adam’s fall God opened a new way of worship; it was to be done through animal sacrifices, which carry with them a confession of sin and of faith in a redeemer. Cain and Abel eventually knew that animal sacrifices were required by God; yet Cain offered the fruit of the ground while Abel offered the blood of an animal. Abel’s sacrifice was accepted because it was a response of obedient faith (Gen. 4:4).
Noah was given a divine revelation by God. He was faithful in communicating God’s message to men. He was not very successful, for only the family entered the ark; all other listeners to his preaching were lost. Yet was God satisfied with Noah’s obedience and faith. As one in the evangelism business for a hundred and twenty years, he had perseverance.
A major component of Abraham’s faith consisted in his going out without knowing where he was going. He had an implicit trust in God and lived as a sojourner who kept his eye on his true home, the heavenly Canaan. Abraham was willing to offer Isaac and was kept from doing so by a command from God. He had faith to believe that if he did offer his son, God would raise Isaac from the dead. God did not ask of Abraham what he himself was not willing to do. He gave his only Son to die on the cross of Calvary.
Faith greatest test comes when death approaches. We should finish this life in faith, even as Jacob did. He endured, as seeing him who is invisible. God is spirit in and has no parts and is not a material being. He is invisible to the eye of the body but not in the eye of faith. Idolatries make images of God because they lean on what can be seen. Go is no less real because he is invisible. 
v.24 -28. Moses when he was born was hid three months of his parents, and they were not afraid of the king’s commandment; because faith knows no fear. Moses when he is of age, meaning of the knowledge of God, by faith refused to associated himself with the pagan worship of the Egyptian gods or to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. By faith Moses chose rather to suffer affliction and humiliation with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin he used to partake. Moses by faith left Egypt behind during which process he found the true God. Moses saw God’s glory by faith and this enabled him to endure. Therefore, to find God we must leave our Egypt, our old nature behind. Through faith Moses led the first church of God into their first Passover, and the sprinkling of blood, which prevented the destroyer from touching the people of God.

v. 29-31. In these verses we have the examples of the Israelites and Rahab. By faith the children of Israel passed through the Red Sea as by dry land; in which the assaying Egyptians drowned. We also learn that by faith did the walls of Jericho fell down, after they went around it seven days. And yet again, by faith the harlot Rahab by receiving and protecting the spies, was saved from the wrath of God that destroyed all those who did not believe.
vs. 32-38. In these verses Paul speaks of great deliverances that came to many saints who trusted in God. In verse 35, starting with the phrase and others were tortured, we lean of others who, for their faith, suffered greatly and found deliverance in death rather than in life. They were the martyrs for the faith and were just as much in the will of God as those who performed great deeds for God.
Paul says that the story is endless of what people have attained by simply having faith in God. Some of them through faith have subdued kingdoms, preserved righteousness, obtained promises, and extinguished all kinds of dangers. Through faith people have been raised from the dead to life. Others for the sake of their faith in God have been tortured unto death, without the slightest thought in their mind of denouncing their faith for which reason they were tortured.

vs.39-40. All these who did receive good reports through faith, still waits to receive the promise of everlasting life as promised to all believers. In other words, all dead saints are still asleep until the day when The Lord shall raise them from the dead unto eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. Hallelujah!!!!!!!
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