Bible Class of March 12th, 2017.
Another Destruction for the Whore of Babylon

Jeremiah 51 and Revelation Chapter 17
If you have been closely watching the events of our time as Jesus commanded, you must have noticed the activities of the current pope and the Vatican as they work to bring about the imposition of her Sunday Satan’s worship law over the commandment of God Almighty, and upon all true people of God who observe the Sabbath Day worship. We want you to know that whatever the church of the Mystery Babylon also known as Roman Catholic Church is doing in our day she has done in the past. 

In the book of Jeremiah chapter 51, we read how the whore of Babylon in the ancient times was permitted to persecute and punish the people of God. Israel and Judah had been punished under Babylon but not forsaken forever. Babylon on the other hand when her cup was full was both punished and forever forsaken.  No doubt God’s purpose for Israel looks beyond the captivity. However, in our time, for the prophecies in the book of Revelation to be fulfilled, Rome has assumed the role of Babylon and today has been proven to be the whore of Babylon described in the book of Revelation. 
Some would argue that there is no relationship between the religion of Babylon and Catholicism. If you are reading this message, we would attempt to connect the dots for you. The great Protestant Reformation changed the world by its rediscovery of the authority of God's Word and the salvation which is by faith in the savior, our Lord Jesus Christ. But forces arose almost immediately to nullify its monumental effect and to bring the world back into line with papal Mystery Babylonian religion teachings. The Jesuits countered the gains of the Reformation movement, setting up seats of opposition in every court, seeking to undermine and corrupt the man and woman who stood for Jesus Christ. Through secret societies, they put into place the false teachings that blurred the lines of reason and effectively buried the Protestant movement. Nothing remains of the Reformation movement of Martin Luther and his colleagues. The Jesuits have effectively rewritten history (Revelation 13:7-8; Daniel 7:21; Colossians 2:14-18).


According to Albert Pike in his Freemasonry manual Morals and Dogma, page 817, 820, 839: “The Templars, (the initiates of the Catholic church) like all other Secret Orders and Associations, had two doctrines, one concealed and reserved for the Masters, which was Johannism, the other public, which was the Roman Catholic.”  

According to Garry H. Carr in his book En Route to Global Government and Origin of Secret Societies, we learn that from the Religion of Babylon came – Kabbalism and The Gnostics, founded by Simon Magus, the sorcerer from Samaria, according to Eliphas Levi, who became sorcerer to Emperor Nero (History of Magic, p. 189): 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eliphas_Levi
From the religion of Babylon came the following: Islamic secret societies, Ismailis, Karmathites, Fatimites of the Druids and the Assassins. The Templars while in Spain created Rosicrucian Order and later became the Jesuit Order of the Roman Catholic Religion. The Jesuits created Freemasonry as the Protestant arm of the Roman Catholic Religion. As a matter of records, all these secret societies make up what we know as the Illuminati as organized by Adam Weishaupt who was a Catholic Jesuit priest.
As we would see, there are many differences worth noting between Protestantism and Catholicism. However, the main distinction that sets them apart is the authority to which they look for their core beliefs. To help you understand this, let us first explain some of the details about their origin in church history.

What is the Origin of the Catholic Church?

The Roman Catholic Church contends that its origin is the death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ in approximately A.D. 30. The Catholic Church proclaims itself to be the church that Jesus Christ died for, the church that was established and built by the apostles. Is that the true origin of the Catholic Church? On the contrary. Even a cursory reading of the New Testament will reveal that the Catholic Church does not have its origin in the teachings of Jesus Christ or His apostles. In the New Testament, there is no mention of the papacy, worship/adoration of Mary (or the immaculate conception of Mary, the perpetual virginity of Mary, the assumption of Mary, or Mary as co-redemptrix and mediatrix), petitioning saints in heaven for their prayers, apostolic succession, the ordinances of the church functioning as sacraments, infant baptism, confession of sin to a priest, purgatory, indulgences, or the equal authority of church tradition and Scripture. So, if the origin of the Catholic Church is not in the teachings of Jesus Christ and His apostles, as recorded in the New Testament, what is the true origin of the Catholic Church?

The Secret Truth On Page 232 of The Da Vinci Code

However, the truth presented on page 232 of The Da Vinci Code cannot be debated. Historians and educators agree that the facts found in this section are undeniably true. Sadly, the truth found in these few paragraphs is much more damaging to the Catholic Church and her friendly apostate churches than the entire Code book and all the hype surrounding the movie. What could be so harmful and negative? Now let us read the quote and decide: 

"Historians still marvel at the brilliance with which Emperor Constantine converted the sun-worshipping pagans to Catholic brand of Christianity. By fusing pagan symbols, dates, and rituals into the growing Christian tradition, he created a kind of hybrid religion that was acceptable to both parties.’ 

According to Dan Brown on pages 195-196 in his Da Vinci Code on Google ebook "Jesus Christ was a historical figure of staggering influence, perhaps the most enigmatic and inspirational leader the world has ever seen. As the prophesied Messiah, Jesus toppled kings, inspired millions, and founded new philosophies. As a descendant of the lines of King Solomon and King David, Jesus possessed a rightful claim to the throne of the King of Israel. Understandably, His life was recorded by thousands of followers across the land." However, in collating of the Roman Catholic New Testament, "More than eighty gospels were considered for the New Testament, and yet only a relative few were chosen for inclusion—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John among them.

The one million dollar question is "Who chose which gospels to include?" You thought the Roman Catholic Religion believed in the guidance of the Holy Spirit from God the Father, but we have all been fooled, because "The fundamental irony of the Roman Catholic brand of Christianity! The Roman Catholic version of the Bible, as we know it today, was collated by the pagan Roman emperor Constantine the Great." It is in the Protestants Bible “King James 1611 version” we have the true Word of God Almighty He wants his children to learn. Therefore, if you thought Constantine was a Christian, hardly is the word, because he was a long life pagan who was baptized into his pagan Catholic church on his deathbed, too weak to protest. This is the nature of most of our leaders today who claim to be Christians but are Deists, Unitarians and truly pagans.
In Constantine's day, Rome's official religion was sun worship—the cult of Sol Invictus or the Invincible Sun—and it is still the religion of the Roman Catholic Religion today and Constantine was its head priest. Unfortunately for him, a growing religious turmoil was gripping Rome. Three centuries after the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, Jesus’ followers had multiplied exponentially. True Christians and pagans began warring, and the conflict grew to such proportions that it threatened to rend Rome in two. Constantine decided something had to be done. 
In 325 A.D., he decided to unify Rome under a single religion. Christianity." One might ask, "Why would a pagan emperor choose Christianity as the official religion?" Dan Brown gave us the answer that "Constantine was a very good businessman. As a pagan and a tool of Satan he could see that Christianity was on the rise, and he simply backed the winning horse. Historians still marvel at the brilliance with which Constantine converted the sun-worshipping pagans to the Roman Catholic brand of Christianity. By fusing pagan symbols, dates, and rituals into the growing Christian tradition, he created a kind of hybrid religion that was acceptable to both parties." Today the pope is fusing the Catholic brand of Christianity with Islam, creating another kind of religion known as Chrislam. True Bible believing Protestant Christians remain the enemy as far as the church of Rome is concerned.
"Transmogrification," that is, [to change or alter greatly and often with grotesque or humorous effect], was the product of Constantine’s grand design. "The vestiges of pagan religion in Roman Catholic brand of Christianity symbology are undeniable Egyptian sun disks became the halos of Catholic saints. Pictograms of Isis the mother and wife of Nimrod nursing her miraculously conceived son Horus became the blueprint for our modern images of the Virgin Mary nursing Baby Jesus. And virtually all the elements of the Catholic ritual—the miter, the altar, the doxology, and communion, the act of "god-eating"—were taken directly from earlier pagan mystery religions." 

Speaking of the Roman Catholic brand of Christian icons, nothing in Roman Catholic Christianity is original. The pre-Christian god Mithras—called the son of god and the Light of the World—was born on December 25, died on good Friday, was buried in a rock tomb, and then resurrected on Sunday. By the way, December 25 is also the birthday of Osiris, Adonis, and Dionysus. The newborn Krishna was presented with gold, frankincense, and myrrh. These were introduced into the religion of Krishna and others after the coming of The Lord Jesus Christ.  Even the Roman Catholic brand of Christianity's weekly holy day was stolen from the pagans." 

What does this mean? It means that "Originally," "Christianity honored the Sabbath Day worship the Seventh-day or Saturday, but Constantine shifted it to coincide with the pagan's veneration day of the sun (Ezekiel 8:16). Unfortunately, “to this day, most churchgoers attend services on Sunday morning with no idea that they are there on account of the pagan sun god's weekly tribute—Sunday (Ezek. 8:16, 17). And all of this relates to the Grail.  During this fusion of religions, Constantine needed to strengthen the new Roman Catholic brand of Christian tradition, and held a famous ecumenical gathering known as the Council of Nicaea."
It is known as its being the birthplace of the Nicene Creed. "At this gathering, many aspects of Roman Catholic brand of Christianity were debated and voted upon—the date of Easter, the role of the bishops, the administration of sacraments, and, of course, the divinity of Jesus."  
from pages 232-233 of the Da Vinci Code by Dan Brown, published by Bantam.
For the first 280 years of Christian history, Christianity was banned by the Roman Empire, and Christians were terribly persecuted and slaughtered in millions. This changed after the faked “conversion” of the Roman Emperor Constantine. Constantine “legalized” the Roman Catholic brand of Christianity with the Edict of Milan in A.D. 313. Later, in A.D. 325, Constantine called the Council of Nicea in an attempt to unify true Bible believing Christians into his Catholic brand of Christianity. Constantine envisioned the Catholic brand of Christianity as a religion that could unite the Roman Empire, which at that time was beginning to fragment and divide. While this may have seemed to be a positive development for the Christian Church, behind the scene the results were anything but positive. Just as Constantine refused to fully embrace the true Christian faith, but continued many of his pagan beliefs and practices, so the Roman Catholic brand of the Christian church that Constantine promoted was a mixture of Christianity and Roman paganism.

Constantine found that with the Roman Empire being so vast, expansive, and diverse, not everyone would agree to forsake his or her religious beliefs to embrace Christianity. So, Constantine allowed and even promoted, the “Christianization” of pagan beliefs. Completely pagan and utterly unbiblical beliefs were given new “Christian” identities. 
Some clear examples of this are as follows:

The Cult of Isis, an Egyptian mother-goddess religion, was absorbed into Roman Catholic brand of Christian Religion by replacing Isis with Mary. Many of the titles that were used for Isis, such as “Queen of Heaven,” “Mother of god,” and Theotokos (“god-bearer”) were attached to Mary. Mary was given an exalted role in the Catholic faith, far beyond what the Bible ascribes to her, in order to attract Isis worshippers to a faith they would not otherwise embrace. Many temples to Isis were, in fact, converted into temples dedicated to Mary. The first clear hints of Catholic Mariology occurred in the writings of Origen, who lived in Alexandria, Egypt, which happened to be the focal point of Isis worship.

 
Helena P. Blavasky, tells us in her book “Isis Unveiled” that Mary as Everlasting Virgin is only Isis Christianized as we know it today in the Roman Catholic brand of Christianity: She further revealed that this came about when Cyril, the Bishop of Alexandria and CANONIZED saint, had openly embraced the cause of Isis, the Egyptian goddess, and had anthropomorphized [to attribute human form or personality to things not human]her into Mary, the mother of God; and the Trinitarian of [God, Mother, and Child] of the Roman Catholic Religion controversy had taken place; from that moment the Egyptian doctrine of the emanation of the creative God out of Emepht began to be tortured in a thousand ways, until the Councils had agreed upon the adoption of it as it now stands.” [Helena P. Blavasky, “Isis Unveiled,” Vol. 2, page 41].
(2) Mithraism was a religion in the Roman Empire in the 1st through 5th centuries A.D. It was very popular among the Romans, especially among Roman soldiers, and was possibly the religion of several Roman emperors. While Mithraism was never given “official” status in the Roman Empire, it was the de facto official religion until Constantine and succeeding Roman emperors pretended to have replaced Mithraism with the Roman Catholic Brand of Christianity. One of the key features of Mithraism was a sacrificial meal, which involved eating the flesh and drinking the blood of a bull. Mithras, the god of Mithraism, was “present” in the flesh and blood of the bull, and when consumed, granted salvation to those who partook of the sacrificial meal (this is known as theophagy, the eating of one’s god). Mithraism also had seven “sacraments,” making the similarities between Mithraism and Roman Catholicism too many to ignore. Constantine and his successors found an easy substitute for the sacrificial meal of Mithraism in the concept of the Lord’s Supper/Christian communion. Sadly, some early inner initiates of the Roman Catholic brand of Christianity had already begun to attach mysticism to the Lord’s Supper, rejecting the biblical concept of a simple and worshipful remembrance of Jesus Christ’s death and his shed blood. The Romanization of the Lord’s Supper made the transition to a sacrificial consumption of Jesus Christ as in Mithraism, now known as the Catholic Mass/Eucharist, complete.
 
(3) Most Roman emperors (and citizens) were henotheists. A henotheist is one who believes in the existence of many gods, but focuses primarily on one particular god or considers one particular god supreme over the other gods. For example, the Roman god Jupiter was supreme over the Roman pantheon of gods. Roman sailors were often worshippers of Neptune, the god of the oceans. When the Catholic Church absorbed Roman paganism, it simply replaced the pantheon of gods with the saints. Just as the Roman pantheon of gods had a god of love, a god of peace, a god of war, a god of strength, a god of wisdom, etc., so the Catholic Church has a saint who is “in charge” over each of these, and many other categories. Just as many Roman cities had a god specific to the city, so the Catholic Church provided “patron saints” for the cities.

(4) The supremacy of the Roman bishop (the papacy) was created with the support of the Roman emperors. With the city of Rome being the center of government for the Roman Empire, and with the Roman emperors living in Rome, the city of Rome rose to prominence in all facets of life. Constantine and his successors gave their support to the bishop of Rome as the supreme ruler of the Roman church. Of course, it is best for the unity of the Roman Empire that the government and state religion be centered in the same location. While most other true Christian bishops and Christians resisted the idea of the Roman bishop being supreme, the Roman bishop eventually rose to supremacy, due to Satan’s power and influence of the Roman emperors. When the Roman Empire collapsed, the popes took on the title that had previously belonged to the Roman emperors Pontificus Maximus.
 
Many more examples could be given. These four should suffice in demonstrating the true origin of the Catholic Religion. Of course, the Roman Catholic Religion denies the pagan origin of its beliefs and practices. The Catholic Church disguises its pagan beliefs under layers of complicated theology. The Catholic Church excuses and denies its pagan origin beneath the mask of “church tradition.” Recognizing that many of its beliefs and practices are utterly foreign to Scripture, the Catholic Church of Rome is forced to deny the authority and sufficiency of Scripture. 
Most Catholics will dispute or deny that Catholic church leaders incorporated pagan religious practices from Babylon into the church but even Catholic historians admit it. Cardinal Newman in his book Development of Catholic Christian Doctrine, pages 372, 373 says that they incorporated many pagan religious practices into the Church. He claims that the Church sanctified them and that made it safe to bring these pagan practices into the Church. The Catholic Council of Trent also declared that: “It is lawful to have images in the Church and to give honor and worship to them ... Images are put in Churches that they may be worshiped.” 

The above Roman Catholic church declaration as you can see is in contrast to the Word of the LORD God Almighty which He has commanded saying: 

3 “Thou shalt have no other gods before me.

4 Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth:

5 Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me;

6 And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me and keep my commandments” (Exodus 20:3-6). Those who worship images no doubt hate God Almighty, and to hate God Almighty is to love everlasting death in the Lake of Fire (Proverbs 8:36).
The Oxford dictionary defines an idol as: “An image used as an object of worship. A person or thing that is the object of excessive devotion.” If you hail Mary or the so-called saints, then you are committing IDOLATRY. If you line the streets with millions of others to lay eyes on a dead pope as with John Paul II, then you are Committing IDOLATRY.
 
The origin of the Roman Catholic Religion is the tragic compromise of true Christianity with the pagan religions that surrounded it. Instead of proclaiming the gospel and converting the pagans, the Catholic Church “Christianized” the pagan religions, and “paganized” Christianity. By blurring the differences and erasing the distinctions, yes, the Catholic Church made itself attractive to the people of the Roman Empire. One result was the Catholic Church becoming the supreme religion in the “Roman world” for centuries. However, another result was the most dominant form of a brand of Christianity apostatizing from the true gospel of Jesus Christ and the true proclamation of God’s Word.
The Book “Romanism”
In the book, "Romanism” by Rob Zins, we learn of the Relentless Roman Catholic Assault on the Gospel of Jesus Christ, it presents the evidence for the obvious idolatrous worship of the Virgin Mary by the Roman Catholic church. As Walter Martin, a frequent guest on the John Ankerberg Show and founder of the Christian Research Institute, said in his article, "Charismatics and the Cult of Mary,": the blessed virgin has been promoted by "Seven Steps to Deity; (1) Mother of god, (2) Immaculate Conception, (3) Perpetual Virginity, (4) and (5) Co-Redemptrix and Mediatrix of All Graces, (6) Assumption into Heaven, and (7) Queen of Heaven. Even Pope Pius XII in 1950 prayed to Mary saying "You are Glory, you are joy, you are the honor of our people." Obviously, the Bible condemns idolatry of every sort in Exodus 20: 3-6. Larry Wessels is director of Christian Answers lists these idolatrous practices of the church of Rome: venial, sin, veneration, of, saints, nuns, priests, Rome, Vatican, II, Council, of, Trent, unam, sanctum, seven, sacraments, mortal, sin, blessed, virgin, Mary, treasury, of, the, church, transubstantiation, indulgences, confession, purgatory; Hank Hanegraaff: penance, limbo, lent, infallibility, genuflection, Cardinals, Jesuits, relics, the, mass, the eucharist. 


2Timothy 4:3-4 declares, “For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.”
The Book Solving the Mystery Babylon the Great
Solving the Mystery of BABYLON THE GREAT is the only book in print that examines the historical evidence in light of scripture and proves that the Roman Catholic Church was established by crypto-Jews as a false "Christian" front for a Judaic/Babylonian religion. Solving the Mystery of BABYLON THE GREAT explains the adoption by Jewish rabbis of the heathen occult practices of Babylon. Jesus criticized the Jews for practicing that Judaic/Babylonian amalgam religion. The Jews, in turn, sought revenge against Jesus and had him crucified. 
In the book, Solving the Mystery of the Babylon the Great, Edward Hendrie says that People have wondered and debated for centuries about the identity of the mysterious Babylon the Great in the book of Revelation. Edward Hendrie examines the historical evidence in light of the Scriptures and solves the mystery. The evidence leads to the ineluctable conclusion that the Roman Catholic Church was established by crypto-Jews as a false “Christian” front for a Judaic/Babylonian religion. The religion is the nucleus of a world conspiracy against man and God. That is not a soft conspiracy theory based upon speculation, but rather the hard truth based upon authoritative evidence, which is documented in this book . . . . read more: http://www.mysterybabylonthegreat.net/
Solving the Mystery Babylon the Great
What Separates True Protestantism from Catholicism
Protestantism shares with all other Christians' core beliefs in the doctrines of the Trinity and the divinity of Jesus, the necessity of grace to save humans from the consequences of sin, and the centrality of Jesus' death and resurrection for salvation. Protestantism submits the conscience directly to God Almighty through the Word of God, while Catholicism submits the conscience to the papacy. In Catholicism spirituality is to be achieved through spiritual exercises by substituting imagination and encounter theology for the reality of faith. The Catholic when dealing with the feeling that his or her remorse was sent to drive him or her to the feet of Jesus Christ, is taught to persuade himself or herself that these inward reproaches proceeded not from God, but from the devil; and he or she resolves never more to think of his or her sins, to confess them to a priest, to erase them from his or her memory, and bury them in eternal oblivion. 

The protestant, however, when dealing with the feeling of remorse, would turn toward Jesus Christ on realizing that the just shall live by faith. For example, according to J.H. Marie D’Aubugine, Luther when feeling remorseful would turn to Jesus Christ, but Loyola a Catholic Jesuit only fell upon himself. Visions came ere long to confirm him in the convictions at which he had arrived. Loyola a Jesuit did not seek truth in the Holy Scriptures but imagined in their place immediate communication with the world of spirits. Luther, on the other hand, pledged his oath to the Holy Scripture. Loyola at this time bound himself to dreams and visions, and chimerical apparitions became the principle of his life and his faith.

Luther declared: “It is a light thing to die for the Word, since the Word that was made flesh had himself died, if we die with Him, we shall live with Him; and passing through that which he has passed through before us, we shall be where He is and dwell with Him forever.”
Are the Catholic teachings of the Antichrist? Pope Gregory said “Yes”

	In the 6th Century, Pope St. Gregory the Great wrote this: "I say it without the least hesitation, whoever calls himself the universal bishop, or desires this title, is, by his pride, the precursor of Antichrist, because he thus attempts to raise himself above the others. The error into which he falls springs from pride equal to that of Antichrist; for as that Wicked One wished to be regarded as exalted above other men, like a god, so likewise whoever would be called sole bishop exalteth himself above others...You know it, my brother; hath not the venerable Council of Chalcedon conferred the honorary title of 'universal' upon the bishops of this Apostolic See [Rome], whereof I am, by God's will, the servant? And yet none of us hath permitted this title to be given to him; none hath assumed this bold title, lest by assuming a special distinction in the dignity of the episcopate, we should seem to refuse it to all the brethren." (Orthodoxwiki)
In the 19th Century, the Bishop(s) of Rome decreed this:

Wherefore we teach and declare that, by divine ordinance, the Roman Catholic Church possesses a pre-eminence of ordinary power over every other Church, and that this jurisdictional power of the Roman Pontiff is both episcopal and immediate. Both clergy and faithful, of whatever rite and dignity, both singly and collectively, are bound to submit to this power by the duty of hierarchical subordination and true obedience, and this not only in matters concerning faith and morals, but also in those which regard the discipline and government of the Church throughout the world. In this way, by unity with the Roman Pontiff in communion and in the profession of the same faith, the Church of Catholic Christ becomes one flock under one Supreme Shepherd. (Pastor Aeternus)


Where did the Catholic Church get the title of POPE or Supreme Pontiff?

In ancient Rome, the Pontifex Maximus was the high priest of the collegium of the Pontifices, the most august position in Roman religion, open only to a patrician (a privileged class that ruled Rome), until 254 B.C., when a plebeian (average Roman citizen) first occupied this post. A distinctly religious office under the early Roman Republic, it gradually became politicized until, beginning with Augustus, it was subsumed into the Imperial office.
Today, Pontifex Maximus is one of the titles of the Bishop of Rome as Roman Catholic Pope. As a papal title, the translation Supreme Pontiff is customary when writing in English, in which the Latin term Pontifex Maximus refers to the formerly pagan Roman post. But Latin is still the official Vatican language, and the Latin form Pontifex Maximus is still used in reference to the Pope when writing or speaking in that language. In the Roman Republic, the Pontifex Maximus was the highest office in the polytheistic Roman religion, which was very much a state cult. He was the most important of the Pontifices (plural of Pontifex), positions in the main sacred college (Collegium Pontificum), which he directed.
One of the most amazing aspects about the ascendancy of the papacy is that the church of Rome promotes the pope as the "Pontifex Maximus" or, Supreme Pontiff. The title Pontifex Maximus is mentioned numerous times by the early Christian church writers (particularly by Tertullian), but it was not applied to a Christian bishop. The early church Christian writers say that the Pontifex Maximus was the "King of Heathendom", the evil high priest of the pagan mystery religion of Rome. It is certainly not likely that Jesus Christ appointed Peter "Pontifex Maximus" of Rome. There is no historical or Scriptural evidence to support the Catholic religion’s claim that Peter was ever in Rome. But another, a different Simon from Samaria lived and practiced in Rome, the person of Simon Magus the sorcerer who founded the Roman Catholic church and was Christianized by Constantine. 

Simon Magus and the Origin of the Catholic Church, 

by Ernest L. Martin and John D. Keyser
THE FALSE religious system began very early -- almost with Pentecost in 31 A.D. Even in the earliest of Paul’s epistles, he informs us that "the mystery of iniquity DOTH ALREADY WORK" (II Thess. 2:7). Paul wrote this in 50 or 51 AD The plot to supplant the Truth had already begun. In the later epistles of Paul and in those of the other apostles, we find it gaining considerable momentum. However, even though the apostles discuss the diabolical system which was arising, THEY NOWHERE MENTION HOW IT STARTED. They had no need in mentioning its beginning -- that had already been done!
The book of Acts is the KEY to the understanding of Christian beginnings. Not only does it show the commencement of the TRUE Church, but it equally reveals the origins of the False Church masquerading as Christianity. Indeed, you would think it odd if the book of Acts did not discuss this vital subject. Click on the link below to read the entire study on Simon Magus and the Catholic Church. read more:
http://www.hope-of-israel.org/magus.html
Of course, Jesus Christ didn't appoint Peter to be the Pontifex Maximus. And of course, the early Church Christian writers spoke of the Pontifex Maximus in such derogatory, paganistic ways. Because when the early Christians were writing, the Pontifex Maximus was the head of the Roman pagan religion, and the Roman Empire itself was pagan. As any student of Roman history knows, the Pontifex Maximus was an imperial office, usually held by the Emperor himself, which made one the "chief priest" of the Roman "state cult."

John, the Revelator identified Rome as being that great city which ruled over the kings of the earth way back in his day in about 95AD. Unquestionably, Rome ruled with absolute authority during the early period of the true Church history. John's specific sleight of hand reference to Rome was intended to point out to future readers of the Bible that an institution would arise in that very city which would be easily identifiable as a whorish mimicker of the true Bride of Jesus Christ, and would become the imposter of true Christendom in later centuries. 

Jerusalem is the only city in this world that God has proclaimed that has his affection. It is to the city of Jerusalem that Jesus shall someday return to, and not to Rome, to an already established wealthy religion. 

Psalms 132:13 “For the Lord hath chosen Zion; he hath desired it for his habitation.” Psalms 135:21“Blessed be the Lord out of Zion, which dwelleth at Jerusalem. Praise ye the Lord.” John makes a connection with the false so-called Christian church and ancient Babylon. In Revelation 17, verses 1-5, he labels this institution as 'Mystery, Babylon". Notice the comma after the word Mystery, and then afterward comes the mention of a bygone empire based upon religious works.  Jeremiah 51:7 indicates that religious Babylon hath been a golden cup in the Lords' hand, and consequently all the earth and all the nations have become drunk with the wine which she has dispensed through false and subtly perverted doctrine. 

Here is the link to the prophecy by Prophetess Deborah Flint of June 23, 2011: http://hsapm.org/0024_ComeOutOfTheMidstOfThem.html
Babylon was destroyed by the Medes and Persians in the 5th century B.C. and as a result, the priests of the ancient Chaldean Mysteries moved from Babylon to the city of Pergamum. John identified this city as the city of Satan's Seat in Revelation 3:12-13. Now it is imperative to realize that Satan is not omnipresent, as God is, and can only be situated in one domicile at a time. Pergamum represents his locale for logistical satanic operations during the time that John wrote the book of Revelations. 

Rome acquired the city of Pergamum by decree of Attalus III when he died and bequeathed his kingdom to Rome's Caesar. Thus the foundation was laid for Rome to eventually evolve into the religious institution predominated by the ancient Babylon styled Mysteries religious system. The ancient Babylonian chief priest had carried the title of "Pontifex Maximus”, and that title had been transferred to Pergamum, and then on to Rome when Julius Caesar acquired the title by acquiring the throne of Roman civil and religious offices. Caesar appeared in official functions dressed in a robe of scarlet and carrying the keys of Janus and Cybele. It is the very decor that the Popes would array themselves in when Emperor Constantine combined the secular office of Caesar and the chair of the Bishop of Rome. 
When Emperor Theodosius decreed that membership in the church was state mandated in 398AD, it affected the worst calamity the true church has ever befallen. The church of Rome became convoluted with the Babylonian icons of Mystery and the Chaldean doctrinal pollutions. Much like the church, Jerusalem had earlier fallen to cavorting with the Mysteries of Babylon. In Jeremiah's day, Israel had become steeped in the worship of an icon of Babylon’s deity known as the "Queen of Heaven" and her mystical son Tammuz. 

Israel is depicted in Jeremiah chapter 44 worshiping a purported Queen of Heaven who had availed the world a saving son and thus was known as the very Mother of god.  Suspicious is it not, that the icons of Madonna and Child were esteemed hundreds of years before that little baby was born in Bethlehem, that was to be the founder of a new family of God Almighty called Christianity. But then, God knew of this conspiratorial genius of Satan to logistically prepare an imitation birth of epic proportions which he would then utilize to fake, and pass on an unsuspecting world as the real deal. 

Satan's greatest masterpiece is not to develop an easily discernible false position, but to take that which Jesus Christ has given and subtly change it into something that he can entice throngs into accepting as legitimate. 

The Roman Catholic brand of Christianity is Satan's greatest masterpiece, and he utilizes it by kneading together Christian ideals with old Mysteries from the ancient Babylonian pagan mythological religious system that is predicated upon the idolizing of the seed of Satan himself.  The seven-hilled city mentioned by John in the book of Revelation chapter 17: 9; today commands the subjection of universal Christendom, as well dominating the churches role in the discussion of Peace in Jerusalem. Rome is obviously working in league with the kings of this world to establish itself as the only representative of Christendom on this planet, and consequently, it is preoccupied with the eventual status of Jerusalem. Make no mistake about it; Satan also knows the significance of Jerusalem to end-time world events. 

The ages old attempt of Satan to establish a base for a world kingdom was transplanted from ancient Babel (which means "Gate to god") to Rome via the Greek city of Pergamum.  Isaiah 14:13 Satan says; I will ascend into Heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God:  This is Satan's scheme, to become the universally worshiped sovereign of mankind and the angels. You probably remember when Satan offered out the tantalizing temptation to Jesus of the Kingdoms of the whole Earth if Jesus would only acknowledge Lucifer as Lord. 

So then, Satan is not interested in Atheism as an ideal to establish his domain, but simply uses it to divert worship away from God, but only for a time; until he can erect a system of worship with himself being the one enthroned and worshiped as God. This requires supplanting the real Church with an imposter, or an apostate Church, and supplanting the Holy Bible with a Gospel altered to suit his own designs. 

Revelation chapter 17 informs believers of a Last Days Universal Church disguised as a Christian institution, and being located in the city of Rome. These last days religious Babel would also be rooted in the ancient mysteries of the bygone Babylonian styled mystic religious systems. 

The earthly city of Jerusalem has historically prostituted itself to the Babylon’s system of this world and thus was lamented over by Jesus 2000 years ago because it did not recognize the time of their special visitation from God. Rome has effectively overtaken the mantle of the leadership of that institution called the Bride of Jesus Christ, but it has conformed its teachings to that of the paganistic religious dogmas of the ancient Chaldean Mysteries that is today believed by several millions of adherents around the world. 

Rome, as an empire has always been conscious of the enormous value that religion plays as a unifying element among mankind. Rome historically used the religions of Mythology for the express purpose of solidifying a secular empire. Emperor Constantine formulated the political method of uniting a monotheistic religion with secular politics to form the base of an all-encompassing world empire. The most astute leaders of government recognize that the most efficient means of governing the vast and diverse masses of people is through the means of religion. This is of course exactly what the future Anti-Christ and his False Prophet will fully accomplish on the earth during the Tribulation Period. The Satanic conspiracy which will culminate with the Antichrist at the head of a world empire must by necessity be based upon a worldwide system of religion that is, in reality, a counterfeit Christianity with a counterfeit Christ to be adored.  Roman bishops carry the title of "Vicarius Christi" which means instead of Christ or Antichrist. This is exactly the very definition promoted by the early church and the writers of the Gospel to identify the seed of the serpent, the usurper of Jesus Christ. 

Little wonder then, that we should be seeing the Vatican involved with the political discussions pertaining to possession of the city of Jerusalem in the ongoing negotiations in the Middle-East Peace talks.  Alas, Rome is ill-fated to become a ruinous heap without inhabitant, superseding the infamous carnage of her religious sister, "Babylon". Indeed, it is the Roman system which has already possessed today’s Jerusalem that is in view in the last day's destruction of “Babylon the Great” (Revelation 11:8). The New Jerusalem which will descend from God, however, will one day fulfill its destiny as God’s City. 

Mystery Babylon is mentioned in Revelation chapter 17:5. This mysterious woman riding a great beast is portrayed as being a Harlot. Not only is this woman a harlot, but she has daughters (apostate churches) that are likewise involved in harlotry.  The essence of this entity being pictured as a woman is, of course, synonymous with the New Testament view of the true Church as being portrayed as the Bride of Jesus Christ. In the same manner that the bride of Christ is resplendent and faithful to her bridegroom; the harlot woman is so pictured because she takes the name of her bridegroom, but is most unfaithful to him. 

It should be evident for interpretational purposes that this harlot woman is, in fact, an institutional church that revels in the name of Jesus Christ, but has committed spiritual fornication by compromising the teaching of her first love, (Jesus). This scriptural scenario leaves us with no option but to identify the Mystery Lady as anything other than the so-called Roman Christian Church. Now, does the Bible give us any more clues to what institutional entity this might be? The answer is yes!  This false Christian bride has been historically guilty of persecuting the loyal children of the bridegroom. Revelation 17: 6 identifies her as having killed many of the true saints during the course of the "Church Age", which culminated when Jesus returned home to build a place for the Faithful Bride! 

Also in Revelation 17:3 this Christian self-styled bride is condemned for the religious offense of blasphemy. Blasphemy would not be a charge of validity against a religion other than Christianity because all other religions do not pretend to be the Bride of Christ. Further, Revelation 17:10 indicate that this whore of a bride only came into existence after 5 previous world kingdoms had come and gone. This harlot institution only came into prominence then in the early stage of the common Church era in conjunction with the Roman Emperors which presided over the world political scene during the stage of Jesus Christ's arranged Betrothal. 

Revelation 17:4 accuses this woman of excessive worldly lifestyles going so far as to enrich and infatuate herself with wealth obtained by her paganistic methods. She has exalted herself in the beauty pageant of worldly doctrine and actually succumbed to the point of involving herself in adultery, with the suitor who has contended for her love against the one and only Jesus Christ for Lordship over the human family on earth and Heaven itself. He is none other than "Satan".  Still, more evidence is given in Revelation 17:2, 9. The Mystery woman has worked in league with the Kings of the Nations to entice people into illicit religious institutions and religious practices for the express purpose of manipulating the masses into submitting to the Prince of this World, (Antichrist / Satan). 

Finally, the false Christian Woman is shown to be logistically residing upon seven mountains and would eventually be geographically located in the same city that ruled over the world in John's day (ROME), and from there, eventually reigning over the Kings of the earth.  The seven mountains represent the seven world kingdoms that have existed down through the epic drama of human civilization since the days of Nimrod at Babel and man's worldwide endeavor to develop a utopian world without God. This fact also indicates that the religious system of the end times has been in existence from an ancient time!  

Revelation 18:2-10 further conveys that this Woman of Harlotry actually originated long ago in ancient Babylon and has historically been guilty of exacting great wealth, devotion, and power from the sea of humanity, by selling false passages into Heaven.  She claims to be a "Queen", an actual mate of the Heavenly King! She also claims that she is specifically not a widow, which indicates she has a Bridegroom that is conspicuously absent, yet he is still with her and feeds her sensual lust!  Jeremiah chapter 44 goes into explicit detail about this woman who claims to be a QUEEN, and there God makes it quite clear that this self-styled Queen of Heaven is no Lady. 

Pergamum (also called Pergamos) was situated 60 kilometers past Smyrna along the ancient Roman postal road. The name means "elevation" or "exalted." Appropriately, the religious and cultural center of the city was on top of a conspicuous mount. Pergamum inherited the ancient system of sun worship from Babylon. According to Revelation 2:13, Pergamum was Satan's seat. It was a center of ancient sun worship and the place where the famous altar of Zeus stood on a terrace on the slopes of the mount. The leader of Pergamum used the same ancient title and vestments as Babylonian priests. The last pontiff king of Pergamum was Attalus III, who bequeathed his title to Rome in 133 BC, which "ended the history of Pergamum as an independent political entity.” I 
Today, the city of Bergama lies at the base of the mountain on which Pergamum once sat. Excavations nearby have uncovered a vast complex which included two temples, a theater, and a medical library. Some of the most famous physicians practiced here. The medical symbol was a serpent wrapped around a pole—very similar to the symbol representing medicine today. Nearby stood the world's second largest library (after Alexandria and Timbuctu), with a collection of some 200,000 volumes.

Historical Application
When persecution could not rid the earth of true Christianity, the great adversary turned to deception and compromise to rid the world of its influence. The letter rebuked the church of Pergamum for fraternizing with those who held the doctrines of Balaam and the Nicolaitanes. It was Balaam who led Israel to moral corruption, just before they were due to cross over the Jordan into the Promised Land. The Nicolaitanes, a heretical sect who compromised with the pagan cults, had been rejected by the Ephesians church but were courted by the church of Pergamum. 

Prophetic Application
The Pergamum period began in 313 AD and continued until 538 AD. 
This was a period of deteriorating moral standards and doctrinal corruption. Satan had failed to destroy the true Church through persecution so instead, he endeavored to destroy her through compromise know today as [ecumenical]. Christian standards were lowered, and a union was formed between Christianity and paganism. It was during the Pergamum period that the Church adopted many pagan practices. The seeds of paganism had already been sown into Rome when King Attalus III had bequeathed his title Pontifex Maximus to the pagan Roman emperors in 133 BC. 

Constantine’s marrying of paganism and Christianity 
In 322 Emperor Constantine pretended to have converted to Christianity but kept the pagan title Pontifex Maximus. In his efforts to unite his empire in the early 300s, Emperor Constantine blended the interests of pagans and Christians. Concerning Constantine’s aims, Church historian F.J. Foakes-Jackson declares, "In dealing with the Church, his object was gradual to transfer from heathenism to Christianity all that had hitherto made it attractive in the eyes of the people." 

Constantine was the first to enact Sunday laws, enforcing the maintenance of the pagan day of worship in violation of the law of God Almighty. The German historian Heggtveit describes the compromise in these words: Constantine labored at his time untiringly to unite the worshippers of the old [pagan] and the new faith [Christian] in one religion. All his laws and contrivances are aimed at promoting this amalgamation of Christianity with religions. He would, by all means, melt together a purified heathenism and a moderate Christianity…His injunction that the “Day of the Sun” should be a general rest day was characteristic of his standpoint…Of all his blending and melting together of Christianity and heathenism, none is more easy to see through than this making of his Sunday law. The Christians worshiped their Jesus Christ, the heathen their sun god; according to the opinion of the Emperor, the objects for worship in both religions were essentially the same.
And Harry Boer has this to say on the topic: 

Constantine designated Sunday by its traditional pagan name - The Day of the Sun, not the Sabbath or the Day of the Lord. Pagans could, therefore, accept it. Catholic brand of Christianity gave the natural sun a new meaning by thinking of Christ the Son of Righteousness. Constantine and later emperors, as well as the church councils, enacted additional Sunday legislation. It was Constantine’s decree of 321, however, that laid the basis for the universal recognition of Sunday as a day of rest.

The Church in the Wilderness
In response to the compromise, those who wanted to remain faithful to God Almighty and His Word fled into the solitary places to worship God in truth. Revelation 12:6 says, “the woman fled into the desert to a place prepared for her by God, where she might be taken care of for 1260 days.” This is the persecution predicted by the prophet Daniel in connection with the little horn, which signifies the Antichrist or papal Rome. The compromisers became the persecutors. Pagan Rome was replaced by papal Rome. 

During the time of papal supremacy, the Word of God was kept alive by small groups of believers such as the Waldenses in Italy, who kept the Sabbath of the fourth commandment rather than the pagan Sunday. They chose to die rather than deny their faith in Christ and the Scriptures. 

When the Reformation spread the Word of God, Rome stepped up its efforts to destroy those who would defy its doctrines. History abounds with atrocities against Protestants—the wars, the massacres, and the work of the inquisition that led to the torture and death of thousands. 

Despite trials, the Church in the wilderness kept the flame of truth burning. When persecution could not destroy the work of the Reformation, the Counter-Reformation, led by the Jesuits, was born. This bore more compromise and the Church was once more at peace with Rome.  However, the Bible predicted that after the 1260 days (after 1798), a remnant would arise that would enrage the Dragon because they would follow Jesus in obedience to His commandments:  Then the Dragon was enraged at the woman and went off to make war against the rest of her offspring those who obey God’s commandments and hold to the testimony of Jesus (Revelation 12:17 emphasis added). 

The persecution of this remnant will only increase. Decrees will be legislated to enforce papal doctrines and declare the law of God null and void. Forces will rise to destroy those who follow God’s commands. But those who remain faithful will be rewarded. Jesus Christ will return as King of kings and Lord of lords to take those who have patiently waited for Him to the mansions He has already prepared.  However, in 378 AD, Emperor Gratian refused the title Pontifex Maximus as unbefitting for a Christian. The Roman Catholic bishop then took the title upon himself, as the Catholic Church has done with many pagan sun worship symbols. The church in Pergamum represents this historical period of compromise. In exchange for religious tolerance and acceptance, the true principles of Christianity were sacrificed to accommodate pagan beliefs. 

By the end of the period, in 538 AD, Emperor Justinian decreed Christianity the official religion of the empire, joining church and state. In spite of this drift from the true faith of the early apostles, there were those who sought to maintain the true faith. The church held onto much of the true faith through the centuries of spiritual darkness that followed. 

The promise to the faithful of the Pergamum period was, "To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name was written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it" (Revelation 2:17). The hidden manna is a reference to a new life in Jesus Christ. The white stone is probably a symbol of freedom from the slavery of sin, and the new name represents the character transformed through the sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit. 

To the angel of the church in Pergamum write: ‘I know your works, and where you dwell... where Satan’s throne is. And you hold fast to my name, and did not deny my faith even in the days in which Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells.'" Revelation 2:12

Today, all that's left of the city of Pergamum, now in modern-day Turkey, are ruins. But when the Apostle John wrote his letter to the church there, it was one of the most influential cities in the Roman Empire.  “Pergamum had a unique status that was different than any other city because it was the political center, says Rick Renner, the author of A Light in the Darkness, a study of the seven churches of Asia Minor. “It was from there that all the rulings were made that affected the whole of Asia Minor.”

The people of Pergamum were inventors and innovators. They perfected a parchment made out of calfskin and built the world's first psychiatric hospital. Pergamum was also a well-known center for the arts. The city’s theater seated ten thousand people a night. The acoustics were so good that a whisper on stage could be heard all the way in the top row.  The city's acropolis rivaled Athens, and its library was the second largest in the ancient world. Its collection was so great that the Roman general Marc Antony presented it as a wedding gift to Cleopatra.  

At the end of the first century, Pergamum was a thriving city. So why does the book of Revelation call it the dwelling place of Satan? The answer lies in the ruins of the city's temples.  “On one side, it was a very beautiful city,” says Renner. “But on the flip side, it was one of the darkest, eeriest cities in the whole Roman Empire.”  The people of Pergamum were known as the "Temple-keepers of Asia." The city had three temples dedicated to the worship of the Roman emperor, another for the goddess Athena, and the Great Altar of Zeus, the king of the Greek gods. Many scholars believe this altar is the “Throne of Satan” mentioned in the book of Revelation.

“That word ‘throne’ was used in a personal private residence, and it was a chair for the lord of the house, the master of the house,” says Renner. “The very fact that Jesus would use this word means that Satan felt at home there. He sat on a throne there. It was his territory. He was the master of that house.”  The city also had a healing center called the Asklepion, built in honor of Asklepios, the Greek serpent-god. In the first century, this was a cross between a hospital and a health spa, where patients could get everything from a mud bath to a major surgery. Even the emperors came all the way from Rome to be treated here, but this was no ordinary doctor's visit.

“If you were a terminal patient, you were not allowed to go into the Asklepion,” says Renner. “These Asklepion priests didn’t want anyone hearing that someone had died in the Asklepion.  There was a huge sign just above the official entrance to the Asklepion that said, ‘Death is not permitted here.’ So the only way you were going to get in, to begin with, is if they knew you were going to live.” Patients entered through an underground tunnel. Then they drank a sedative, and spent the night in the dormitories of the Asklepion, while non-poisonous snakes crawled around them all night. They were told that the serpent-god Asklepios would speak to them in their dreams and give them a diagnosis.

“It was believed that the snakes carried the healing power of Asklepios,” and if a snake slithered across you while you were sleeping at night, that was a divine sign that healing power was coming to you.”   The next morning, the patients told their "dreams" to the priests, who prescribed their treatments. Finally, the patients made clay sculptures of the body parts that needed healing and offered them to Asklepios.  The people of Pergamum worshiped a myriad of Greek and Roman gods, but when Christianity arrived with the belief in just one god, the city's pagan priests went on the attack and their most famous victim was a man named Antipas.

In the book of Revelation, Jesus called Antipas "my faithful martyr." He was the bishop of Pergamum, ordained by the Apostle John, and his faith got the attention of the priests of Asklepios.  “He had cast out so many devils that the demons had been complaining to pagans, saying, ‘You’ve got to do something about this Antipas’,” says Renner.   The pagan priests went to the Roman governor and complained that the prayers of Antipas were driving their spirits out of the city and hindering the worship of their gods.  As punishment, the governor ordered Antipas to offer a sacrifice of wine and incense to a statue of the Roman emperor and declare that the emperor was "lord and god."

Antipas refused – Revelation 2:13

“If you reject the divinity of the emperor, then that is the equivalent of rejecting the city of Rome,” says Renner, “and believers were killed for this.”   Antipas was sentenced to death on the Altar of Zeus. Most of that altar still survives today, and surrounding it are some of the world's most famous marble friezes. They depict the Gigantomachy or the battle between the Greek gods and the giants. At the top of the altar was a hollow bronze bull, designed for human sacrifice.

Renner describes the method of execution suffered by Antipas:  “They would take the victim, place him inside the bull, and they would tie him in such a way that his head would go into the head of the bull. Then they would light a huge fire under the bull, and as the fire heated the bronze, the person inside of the bull would slowly begin to roast to death. As the victim would begin to moan and to cry out in pain, his cries would echo through the pipes in the head of the bull so it seemed to make the bull come alive.”

Even in the midst of the flames, the elderly bishop Antipas died praying for his church. The year was AD 92. A few years later, the Apostle John wrote the Book of Revelation, mentioning the death of Antipas in Pergamum. Today, all that's left there is the foundation; the Altar of Zeus is more than a thousand miles away.

In the 19th century, German engineers dismantled the altar and took it to Berlin. The so-called "Throne of Satan" went on display in the city's Pergamum Museum in 1930, just in time to inspire one of the most brutal dictators the world has ever seen. 

Attalus III

Attalus III (in Greek Attalos III) Philometor Euergetes (ca 170 BC – 133 BC) was the last Attalid king of Pergamon, ruling from 138 BC to 133 BC.

He was the son of Eumenes II and wife Stratonice of Pergamon and the nephew of Attalus II, whom he succeeded. Married to Berenice (?) (in Greek Βερενίκη), they were the parents of a daughter, Princess of Pergamum (it is assumed that this link is a daughter since Attalus III is noted as dying without leaving heirs), who was the mother of Berenice (?), married to Deiotaros I Philoromaios, King of Galatia. "Philometor Euergetes" means "Loving-his-Mother, Benefactor" in Greek. He was so-called because of his close relationship with his mother Stratonice.

Attalus III had little interest in ruling Pergamon, devoting his time to studying medicine, botany, gardening, and other pursuits. He had no male children or heirs of his own, and in his will, he left the kingdom to the Roman Republic. Tiberius Gracchus requested that the treasury of Pergamon be opened up to the Roman public, but the Senate refused this.

Not everyone in Pergamon accepted Rome's rule. Aristonicus, who claimed to be Attalus' brother as well as the son of Eumenes II, an earlier king, led a revolt among the lower classes with the help of Blossius. The revolt was put down in 129 BC, and Pergamon was divided among Rome, Pontus, and Cappadocia.
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Conclusion

As we noted at the beginning of this article, there are many differences worth noting between Protestants and Catholics. We saw that the main distinction that sets them apart is the authority to which they look for their core beliefs. We tried to help you understand and explain the historical differences and the detail about their origin in Church history. 

Catholic comes from the Greek, KATHOLIKOS, which means "throughout the whole, or universal," and was used as a general reference to the entire Christian church until the reformation period and the breakaway from the true Bible believing Christians. However, as early as the fourth century, the Catholic Church began adopting traditions and beliefs which were never a part of original Christianity as seen in the teachings of Jesus Christ in the New Testament. It appears that many of these new ideas first emerged from the era of the Roman Emperor, Constantine who ruled from 313 to 337 A.D. On page 232 of the Da Vinci Code we saw how Emperor Constantine who pretended to have become a Christian used the Church for his business purposes. Historians and educators and theologians agree that the facts found in this section are undeniably true.
However, in contrast to his predecessor, Diocletian, who had vowed to destroy Christianity in 303 A.D, Constantine claimed a conversion to Christianity and virtually instituted it as the empire's religion by his Edict of Milan in 313 A.D. This proclamation of religious freedom brought about many positive changes for the church, and was certainly a much-welcomed turnabout from the years of brutal persecution. But instead of converting completely from the old practices of paganism, this and the new Christian religion were somewhat mingled together. Since an Emperor was viewed as a god by pagan standards, and he already held the lifelong position of "Pontifex Maximus," chief priest of the pagan state religion, Constantine felt it only proper that he should also claim a high position of leadership in the church — he also authorized many of his secular officials as church leaders. This merger of a pagan, Christian and political hierarchy, produced a diluted spiritual leadership for the church, and its beliefs and doctrines thereafter became increasingly infected with a strange combination of traditions and pagan beliefs that are still held today by the Catholic church, and are prescribed in both the Vatican I and II documents. 

In the 4th century AD, the Roman Catholic Church imported the Saturnalia festival hoping to take the pagan masses in with it. Roman Catholic apostate Christian leaders succeeded in bringing into the church large numbers of pagans by promising them that they could continue to celebrate the Saturnalia as Christians.

The problem was that there was nothing intrinsically Christian about Saturnalia. To remedy this, these apostate Roman Catholic leaders named Saturnalia’s concluding day, December 25th, to be Jesus’ birthday; a day when an innocent person is brutally murdered during the holiday of Saturnalia. This is why the pagan world celebrates Christmas; to them, it is the celebration of the death of Jesus Christ, not his birth.
The Roman Catholic church had little success, however, refining the practices of Saturnalia.  As Stephen Nissenbaum, professor of history at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst, writes, “In return for ensuring massive observance of the anniversary of the Savior’s birth by assigning it to this resonant date, the apostate church of Rome for its part tacitly agreed to allow the holiday to be celebrated more or less the way it had always been.”  The earliest Christmas holidays were celebrated by drinking, sexual indulgence, singing naked in the streets (a precursor of modern caroling and rock and rolling), etc.

The Reverend Increase Mather of Boston observed in 1687 that “the early Christians who first observed the Nativity on December 25 did not do so thinking that Jesus Christ was born in that Month, but because the Heathens’ Saturnalia was at that time kept in Rome, and they were willing to have those Pagan Holidays metamorphosed (to change into a different physical form especially by supernatural means) into Christian ones.”[3]  Because of its known pagan origin, Christmas was banned by the Puritans (those who practice or preach a more rigorous or professedly purer moral code than that which prevails) and its observance was illegal in Massachusetts between 1659 and 1681.[4]  However, Christmas was and still is celebrated by most apostate Christians.

The Christian Creed Adopted at the Council of Nicaea in 325 (called for and presided over by Constantine) was theologically encouraging, but it was also in this era that the church first accepted such unscriptural ideas as Jesus having gone to preach to those in hell, praying for the dead, the veneration of angels and dead saints, the use of images, and the celebration of daily mass (crucifying Jesus on daily basis,) as in sacrificing and eating of one’s god--Mithraism. This regression from scripture continued through the Council of Ephesus in 431 A.D., where the worship of Mary became an official doctrine of the Catholic Church, referring to her as the "Mother of god." And only nine years later in 440, Leo, bishop of Rome was the first to falsely declare himself the successor of St. Peter and laid claim to the role of Universal Bishop, a forerunner of papal authority. 

No apostle Peter was ever at Rome; but the Pope, seizing the sceptre of the Pontifex Maximus, the keys of Janus and Kubele or Cybele, and adorning his Christian head with the cap of the Magna Mater, copied from that of the tiara of Brahmatma, the Supreme Pontiff of the Initiates of old India, became the successor of the Pagan high priest, the real Peter-Roma, or Petroma. The Roman Catholic Church has two far mightier enemies than the "heretics" and the "infidels"; and these are — Comparative Mythology and Philology, [Helena Blavasky, Isis Unveiled, Vol. 2, p. 30].

In rivalry of the fierce Mary-worshippers of the fourth century, the modern clerical persecutors of liberalism and "heresy" would willingly shut up all the heretics and their books in some modern Serapion and burn them alive. The cause of this hatred is natural. Modern research has more than ever unveiled the secret. "Is not the worship of saints and angels now," said Bishop Newton, years ago, "in all respects the same that the worship of demons was in former times? The name only is different, the thing is identically the same . . . the very same temples, the very same images, which were once consecrated to Jupiter and the other demons, are now consecrated to the Virgin Mary and other saints in the Roman Catholic Religion. . . the whole of Paganism is converted and applied to Popery." [ibid. p.29].
While this was widely disputed, Leo commanded that all should obey him on the false notion that he held the primacy of St. Peter. Actually, the Simon the Roman Catholic Religion revere is Simon Magus, the Samaritan sorcerer, the founder of the Catholic Church, who appeared as an opponent of Christian doctrine and of the Apostles, and as a heretic or rather as a false Messias of the Apostolic age.

Later, Leo's successor, Gregory I, was given the title of universal "Pope" (Latin "papas" or father) by the wicked emperor Phocas in 604. He refused the title, however, his successor, Boniface III, did accept it and became the first in a long line of successors to be recognized as Pope. Under the new papal authority in the seventh century, many more new beliefs were added to the church, such as the unbiblical doctrine of purgatory (593), the required use of Latin in prayer and worship (600), and prayers said to Mary, dead saints, and angels (600).

One reason many of these strange ideas gained accepted credibility was because the Bible was not readily available to the common people, either in print or in translation. They had no idea what the Bible really taught. It was restricted only to priests trained to interpret it as it pleased the church hierarchy. Further, the popes claimed the authority to speak under the unique utterance of "Ex Cathedria," which in effect meant divine inspiration. Their proclamations and decrees carried supreme authority to interpret or overrule Holy Scripture and to invent whatever doctrines or practices they wished. 

The next four hundred years saw many more new beliefs added to the church: The ritual kissing of the Pope's foot (709), temporal (political) power granted to the Pope (750), worship of the crucifix, images and relics (786), holy water mixed with a pinch of salt and blessed by a priest (850), the worship of St. Joseph (890), the establishment of the college of Cardinals to elect the popes (927), the baptism of bells (965), the canonization of dead saints (995), and prescribed fastings on Fridays and during lent (998).

A break in the church occurred in 1054 over a relatively trivial issue, when the Eastern Church condemned the western church for the use of unleavened bread in the Eucharist. The dispute resulted in Rome's attempt to excommunicate Michael Cerulararious, the Patriarch of Constantinople, who in turn, sought to excommunicate Pope Leo IX of Rome. From that time, the western (Roman Catholic) church and the eastern (Greek Orthodox) churches developed separately — each with their distinct traditions. A classic example of a church split.

As the Roman Catholic Church continued with new independence, it added even more remarkable doctrines that were not taken from the Bible. In 1079, Pope Gregory VII declared the shocking decree of celibacy for the priesthood. Peter the Hermit invented the technique of praying with rosary beads in 1090. A few of the other beliefs and practices authorized by the church were: The inquisition of alleged heretics (1184), the sale of indulgences (1190), the doctrine of transubstantiation (1215), auricular confession of sins to a priest instead of to God (1215), adoration of the wafer (1220), the forbidding of Bible reading by laity (1229), the scapular (1251), the forbidding of sharing the communion cup with laity (1414), the establishment of purgatory as an irrefutable dogma (1439), and the composition of the "Ave Maria" (1508).

Up to this point, the somewhat similar Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox churches were the two main institutions representing the Catholic brand of Christianity. But in the sixteenth century, events occurred which would bring a world-shaking reformation of Christian thought. A Catholic monk and professor of theology named Martin Luther became convinced that the Bible was the only true authority in matters of spiritual instruction, and sought to reform the church with this new insight and to expose its errant doctrines.

Born in Eisleben in 1483, Luther first pursued studies in law at Erfurt, but in 1505 he chose instead to join the Augustinian Hermits in Erfurt where he studied theology. After his ordination in 1507, he was sent by his order to the University of Wittenburg to teach moral theology, and in 1512 he became the professor of biblical studies.

Luther's ambitions of reformation emerged from his lifelong search for spiritual conclusions in his personal life. After many years of studying the scriptures, he came to reject all theology based only on tradition and embraced the idea of a personal relationship with Jesus Christ through faith. He believed that all our actions stem from God and that He chose to forgive the sinner by His sovereign grace — that we are justified not by our deeds, but by faith alone. In 1520, Luther wrote a treatise to Pope Leo X, called "The Freedom of A Christian," which outlined the conclusions of his study of scripture. In it, he made this famous statement: "The word of God cannot be received and cherished by any works whatever, but only by faith. Therefore it is clear that as the soul needs only the Word of God for its life and righteousness, so it is justified by faith alone and not by works; for if it could be justified by anything else, it would not need the Word and consequently, it would not need faith."

The move toward reformation began to emerge on the eve of All Saints Day, October 31, 1517, when Martin Luther announced a disputation regarding the indulgences of the church. He stated his argument in 95 theses which he posted on the north door of the Castle Church in Wittenburg — an act not especially unusual as the church doors were often used as a notice board.

The 95 Theses were not originally intended to promote a reformation movement. They were simply the proposal of an earnest university professor to discuss the theology of indulgences in light of the errors and abuses that had grown over the centuries. Although heavily academic in tone, news of them spread rapidly in Europe. All were amazed how one obscure monk from a new and unknown university could stir the whole of Europe.

The sale of indulgences, which Luther opposed, was based on a common fear of purgatory, supposedly a painful place of temporal "purging" of the soul after death to make the soul pure for entrance into Heaven. The people would pay for the special indulgences of a priest to shorten their term in purgatory. Luther saw that this trade in indulgences was completely unfounded by scripture, reason or tradition. It was, in effect, directing attention away from God and His forgiveness and looking to man for the absolving of sins.

In December of 1517, the archbishop of Mainz complained to Rome about Luther. Confronted with opposition, Luther's stand became even more determined. He refused to recant his position and fled town when summoned to Rome. In July 1519, during a disputation at Leipzig with John Eck, his fiercest opponent, Luther denied the supremacy of the Pope and the infallibility of general councils. He burned the papal bull which threatened his excommunication, but nevertheless, the decree came from the Pope in 1520, and he was subsequently outlawed by the Emperor Charles V at Worms in 1521. For his safety, Luther was seized and taken to Wartburg Castle under the protection of Frederick of Saxony. While there, he spent his time translating the New Testament into German so that everyone might have access to the Bible.

Eight months later in 1522, he returned to Wittenburg to begin the reform of worship away from the rigid forms of Rome. Over the next 25 years, Luther published many books in German, written to the common people so that they could judge for themselves, his doctrines and disputes with Rome. As a result, his followers continued to multiply.

In 1529, at the Diet of Speyer, the Emperor Charles V attempted to smother Luther's movement by force, but some of the German state princes stood up in protest. Thus, because of their protest, the movement began to be known as the "Protestants." What had originally been intended to bring reform to Catholicism from within was now an ousted reformation, forced to split from the original body.

In 1530, Luther presented beliefs of the new movement at the Diet of Augsburg, in a peace-seeking, non-controversial attempt to explain their views. But as a result, the division between the Catholics and Protestants remained and became more distinct. New churches began to emerge referred to as "Evangelical" or "Protestant." And from this came three other branches: The Lutherans (in Germany and Scandinavia), the Zwinglian and Calvinists (in Switzerland, France, Holland, and Scotland), and the Church of England.

Significant social, political and economic changes followed the reformation, and in some ways helped to shape it further before Luther's death in 1546. But besides exposing the errant beliefs of Catholicism, the reformation which produced the Protestant church was primarily a rediscovery of the authority of God's Word and the salvation which is by faith in the savior, our Lord Jesus Christ.

ORIGIN OF THE PAPAL TIARA AND KEYS.

In one of Jacolliot’s translations, he had revealed the undoubted origin of the keys of St. Peter, and account for the subsequent adoption of the symbol by their Holinesses, the Popes of Rome. 

He shows on the testimony of the Agrouchada Parikshai, which he freely translates as "the Book of Spirits" (Paris), that century before our era the initiates of the temple chose a Superior Council, presided over by the Brahm-atma or supreme chief of all these Initiates. That this pontificate, which could be exercised only by a Brahman who had reached the age of eighty years; that the Brahm-atma was the sole guardian of the mystic formula, resume of every science, contained in the three mysterious letters, which signify creation, conservation, and transformation. He alone could expound its meaning in the presence of the initiates of the third and supreme degree. Whomsoever among these initiates revealed to a profane a single one of the truths, even the smallest of the secrets entrusted to his care, was put to death. He who received the confidence had to share his fate. 

"Finally, to crown this able system," says Jacolliot, "there existed a word still more superior to the mysterious monosyllable — A U M, and which rendered him who came into the possession of its key nearly the equal of Brahma himself. The Brahm-atma alone possessed this key and transmitted it in a sealed casket to his successor. 

"This unknown word, of which no human power could, even to-day, when the Brahmanical authority has been crushed under the Mongolian and European invasions, to-day, when each pagoda has its Brahm-atma force the disclosure, was engraved in a golden triangle and preserved in a sanctuary of the temple of Asgartha, whose Brahm-atma alone held the keys. He also bore upon his tiara two crossed keys supported by two kneeling Brahmans, a symbol of the precious deposit of which he had the keeping. . . . This word and this triangle were engraved upon the tablet of the ring that this religious chief wore as one of the signs of his dignity; it was also framed in a golden sun on the altar, where every morning the Supreme Pontiff offered the sacrifice of the sarvameda, or sacrifice to all the forces of nature." *It is the traditional policy of the College of Cardinals to elect, whenever practicable, the new Pope among the oldest valetudinarians. The hierophant of the Eleusinian was likewise always an old man, and unmarried. ["Le Spiritisme dans le Monde," p. 28; ibid. p. 31.]

This is a brief explanation of the historical origin of Catholics and Protestants, and as you can see, the disparities are many. But in the simplest of terms, the basic difference between them is the authority they look to for their beliefs. The Protestant Church generally embraces the Bible as its sole source of authority and faith, while the Catholic Church views the post-biblical traditions of the church and its Popes to have more than equal authority with scripture.
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