Sabbath Sermon of July 17, 2010
By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

The Growth of Right Knowledge in God
2 Peter Chapter 1

In the first epistle of Peter only the name Peter appears in the text (1 Pet. 1:1). Here we have Simon Peter. Simon was his given name by birth. The name Peter was given to him by Jesus Christ. He probably used the Jewish “Simon” here to show his Jewish Christian friends that he was no despiser of circumcision, for it was at his circumcision that the name Simon was given him.
The first epistle of Peter was written just before the time that the Roman Emperor Nero began his persecution of Christians. Second epistle of Peter was written two or three years later between 66 A.D and 68, after persecution had intensified. First epistle of Peter was addressed to Christians to encourage them in their sufferings, but the second epistle of Peter focuses on the church’s internal problems, especially the false teachers and destroyers who had infiltrated the church under the pretext that they were Christians, who were causing people to doubt and turn away from their faith in Jesus Christ. Second Peter combats their heresies and reaffirming Christianity’s truths—the authority of Scripture, the primacy of faith, and the certainty of Jesus Christ’s return.

Peter addresses the issue of why some who claimed to be believers were not getting answers from God for what they want, who now think either God cannot hear them because He does not exist or that He has forsaken the earth (Ezek. 8: 12; 9:9). Peter says that many believers want more of God’s kindness “grace” and peace, but they are unwilling to put forth the effort to get to know Him better by doing the two essential things they need to do to know Him: Bible Study and Prayer (Matt. 11:29; John 8:31, 31, 43,46; 12:47, 48; 14:23; 15:7). To enjoy the privileges God offers us freely, we have to combine getting to now Him better “knowledge of God” with complete trust; not doing your own thing like an unbeliever would do. A person will be deceiving himself or herself if the only reason he or she seeks God is to get what he or she wants. Jesus Christ says that “we should rather seek first the kingdom of heaven and find it, then will our heart desires be granted to us” (Matt. 6:33). God cannot be tricked or fooled; for He made everyone of us and He knows what goes on in every heart. The Lord knows His children, and they know His voice (John 10: 14, 26, 27).
v. 4-8. Promises. Scripture contains almost 5,000 different promises made by God for His people. Peter speaks of “all the other rich and wonderful blessings God promised.” Believers can claim with assurance any and all the promises of God, for what God promises He performs or fulfills. He always keeps his word. Paul says, “All the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of God by us” (Cor. 1:20) partakers of the divine nature. By this Peter means that believers are renewed in the spirit of their mind, after the image of God, in knowledge, righteousness, and holiness (Eph. 4:23), 24; Col. 3:10). In other words, the power to lead a godly life does not come from within us, but from God. Because we do not have the resources to live full of “glory and virtue, “God makes us “partakers of the divine nature” to keep us from sin and help us live for Him. When we are born again, God by his Spirit empowers us with his own goodness (John 3:6; 14:17-23; 2 Cor. 5:21; and 1 Peter `1:22, 23).
Faith must be more than belief in certain facts; it must result in action, growth in Christian character, and moral discipline, or it will die away (James 2: 14-17). A life of faith leads to learning to know God better, developing patience, doing God’s will, and loving others. These actions do not come automatically, they require hard work. 

Peter exhorts ministers to be good “rememberancers.” They must remind their brothers and sisters what their beliefs are and what duties are expected of them. Given our humanness and the assaults of Satan the wicked one, we tend to forget what we have learned and cease to do what we formerly did for the kingdom of God.

False teachers were saying that self-control “temperance” is not needed because works do not help the believer anyway (2:19). It is true that works cannot save us, but it is absolutely false to think they are unimportant. We are saved so that we can grow to resemble Jesus Christ so we can serve others through good deeds of faith. God wants to produce this character in us. But to do this, God demands our discipline and effort. As we obey Jesus Christ, who guides us by his Spirit, we will develop self-control, not only with respect to our conversations with others, but also with respect to our emotions.
v. 9-15. Our faith must go beyond what we believe; it must become a dynamic part of all we do, resulting in good works and spiritual maturity not aimed at impressing persons for personal goal or recognition, but to God, because He is the one who sees our heart. Salvation although personal does not depend on good works, but it results in good works. A person who claims to be saved while remaining unchanged either this person does not understand faith or this person is not in the congregation to seek God. This person probably does not care about what God has done for him or her in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Peter warns the complacent believers, especially those who had other beliefs before joining the church, who have listened and are gullible to believe the false teachers who teach that because salvation is not based on good works, they can live as they want or (do as thou wilt). Peter warns this group of believers, that if they truly belong to the Lord Jesus, he says, your work “diligence” will prove it. But if you are not working for God, maybe you do not belong to Him. If you are the Lord’s—and your hard work backs up your claim, then you will never be led astray by impatience, false teaching or glamorous sinful lifestyle.

Peter admonishes Christians to be attentive to the Scripture, and not to neglect the basics of our faith in all we do. Believers are to practice, practice, and practice, in the word of God as we need constant reminders of the fundamentals of our faith and of how we came to believe. Believers are not to allow themselves to be bored or impatient with messages on the basics of the Christian life.
On this Peter says he will continue to remind them through his letters while he is still alive, although he knew that in a not distant future he will be martyred for the faith in Jesus Christ. Peter knew that as the persecution had intensified, that his death was at hand. Peter was martyred for the faith about A.D 68. Tradition says that he was crucified upside down, at his own request, because he did not feel worthy to die in the same manner as his master. But there is no Scriptural support for this claim by the traditionalists.  Strangely enough, the traditionalists have since then adopted the use of the satanic upside down cross based on this concoction in which they worship giving homage to Lucifer:
http://www.google.com/images?rlz=1T4ADFA_enUS362US362&q=upside+down+cross&um=1&ie=UTF-8&source=univ&ei=MDtFTOj2LIL68AbQre1A&sa=X&oi=image_result_group&ct=title&resnum=4&ved=0CD4QsAQwAw
16-18. For we have not followed cunningly devised fables. Peter was referring to the transfiguration where Jesus’ divine identity was revealed to him and two other disciples. There were many myths and fables around in Peter’s day. The non-Christian religions were filled with them. Peter insists upon the historicity of the Christian faith. He offers an apologetic based upon the experience of himself and James and John, who were with the Lord Jesus Christ on the Mount of Transfiguration. They were eyewitnesses of his majesty. They heard God confirm the fact that Jesus was the divine Son to whom they should listen. Their inward convictions were supported by external corroborative events. (Mark 9:2; Matt. 17:1-8; Luke 9; 28-36).
v. 19-21. On inspiration of Scripture (see 2 Tim. 3:16), Peter says that Scripture is authoritative, i.e., it tells us what we cannot otherwise know; it is inspired, i.e., the Holy Spirit is the true author of Scripture; it is without error, a doctrine that springs from an authoritative, revelatory, and inspired Word of God. Here Peter carefully states that holy men of God were used to write the Scriptures. He affirms that the Old Testament prophets wrote God’s messages, and he puts himself and other apostles in the same category since they also proclaim God’s truth. The Bible is not a collection of fables or of human ideas about God. It is God’s very words given through people to people. Peter emphasizes his authority as an eyewitness as well as the God-inspired authority of Scripture to prepare the way for his attack on the false teachers.  The Holy Spirit moved on them and through them so that what they delivered was the mind and the will of God. Prophecy did not come from men and women, but from the Holy Spirit, who moved them to write what God wanted written. Thus it is the Word of God and it is trustworthy in all of its parts. If these wicked men and women or any other teaching contradict the apostles and the Bible, their message cannot come from God.
Peter says that Jesus Christ until He returns, He is the day star that shines in the dark, which shines in the believers hearts day and night. The Scripture and the Holy Spirit has been given to explain it for us and to guide us as we seek the truth (Luke 1:78; Eph. 5:14; Rev. 2:28; 22:16). Peter says believers should know that no prophecy of the Scripture is of any personal interpretation. Holy men and women spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost” means that the Scripture did not come from the creative work of the prophets’ own inventions or interpretations. God inspired them, so their message is authentic and reliable. God used the talents, education, and Christian background of each writer (they were not mindless robots); and God cooperated with the writers in such a way to ensure that the message He intended was faithfully communicated in the very words they wrote.
Therefore, if anyone is unfaithful, this could neither annul what God said nor lead God to be unfaithful to Himself or to His promises.
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If you ever had doubts about God’s existence, science now tells us He is up there watching and listening to everything!!
Watch video of the week: http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=5880769103467938524#
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