Sabbath Sermon of June 12, 2010
The Blessings of Believers – Our Preservation in Jesus Christ

By Dr. Chika Flint, bishop

1 Peter Chapter 1

Peter describes himself as an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers who lived throughout the area: Pontus, Galatia, Capadocia, Asia, and Bithynia; all in Mesopotamia, Asia Minor, Northern Turkey and Roman Province. He addresses others as the Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Holy Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ. Peter wishes them God’s Grace and Peace to all.
Foreknowledge simply means that God knows everything from eternity past. He knew who would listen and be saved before creation began. Foreknowledge must be related to the doctrine of election as taught in the Scriptures. Some have said that if God by His foreknowledge knew who would be saved, does it mean there are people God knew would by their own choice would not make it into the kingdom of God? Of course, there are those who would be too arrogant and obstinate to take the advantage of the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ and be saved no matter how much of the Word of God is witnessed to them. In that case, could it be said that their fate is sealed by their non–election by God? It is not so, rather the obstacle preventing them from being saved is that they have by choice rejected the Word of God that they should repent and forsake their sinful ways and be saved. Therefore, it is not that God would not want them to be saved, but it is that they supposed because they are secretive of what they do, coupled with their wrong notion that God has forsaken the earth, and that God will not know about what they do or what goes on down here on earth—thus they deny the omniscience of God; and either God cannot deliver them or will not do so—thus with their minds made up not to listen to the Word of God and be saved, they now look to some other gods in their corrupt minds to their own damnation (Rom. 1:17-32; Rev. 16:9). Unfortunately, they fail to see that if it appears to them that God has forsaken them, it was due to their transgressions, not because God lacked either the power or the desire to save them.
In Ezekiel 18:18-21, two cases are given for our edification. A wicked son or daughter of a pious father shall die for his or her own iniquity; his or her father’s faith cannot save him or her. So also, a wicked man’s righteous son or daughter shall not die for his or her father’s transgressions. He or she shall be saved because he or she has followed the Lord, even though his or her father has not done so. In other words, “if the wicked will turn from his or her sins that he she has committed, and keep My statues, and do that which is lawful and right, he or she shall surely live, he or she shall not die,” saith The Lord.

Election, however, is the outworking of God’s power to effect what he chooses. The New Testament used the term “elect” (election) variously. We are elected or chosen (1) to good works (Eph. 2: 10); (2) to become like Jesus Christ (Rom. 8:29); (3) to obtain eternal glory (Rom. 8:21); (4) to be adopted as sons and daughters of God (Eph. 1:5). 
The Sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ. This verse speaks about cleansing by the blood that was sprinkled, which meant that the offerer received the benefit of the sacrifice. The sprinkled blood of Jesus does four things for us (1) we a justified (Rom. 5:19); (2) we have the seal of God’s covenant promise, of which the Holy Spirit is the proof (John 14:15-17); (3) we are cleansed from all sin (1 John 1:7); and (4) we become citizens of the kingdom of heaven (Heb. 10:19).
What then is Election? “If the wicked turns from his or her sins that he or she commits, and keeps God’s statues, and starts doing what is right in the sight of God, he or she shall surely live, he or she shall not die,” said The Lord. In other words, the sinner can actually elect to be chosen by God if he or she would forsake his or her evil ways and obey the commandments of God. Since Jesus died for the sins of the whole world, therefore, election becomes the choice we make to be chosen by God to good works; to become like Jesus; to obtain eternal glory; and to be adopted as sons and daughters of God.

Believers should always be thankful to God our Father in heaven for the saving grace he has provided through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. For in his death and resurrection we are given the power to be called children of God. In Jesus we have received an inheritance that is incorruptible that cannot be defiled, stored for you and me in the kingdom of God. This inheritance cannot be extended to unbelievers. Therefore, Believers are to rejoice for the salvation we have received from God, even in the midst of temptations which do try our faith, that we may be found worthy to received the promise at the return of our Lord Jesus Christ, whom many of us have not had the opportunity to literally see, but do believe, and are bless and glorified in the Lord for doing so (John 20:29).

The effectiveness of the ministries of God’s people depends upon the Holy Spirit sent down from heaven by the Father and the ascended Lord Jesus Christ. The success of sharing the good news hinges on the operation of the Holy Spirit and his blessing. The surest guarantee for a spiritually successful Christian life and ministry is unalterably with being filled with the Holy Spirit.

The word “to redeem” comes from the Greek lutroo, which means “to buy back from bandage” to redeem.” The Greek noun apolutrosis is translated “redemption.” The need for being redeemed or bought back springs from our bondage to Satan and to sin (John 8:34; Rom. 6:17, 23). It is God who redeems us by his grace. God has done this through the meritorious death of Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 1:30; Gal. 3:13; 4:4; Eph. 1:7; Titus 2:14). Redemption occurs when that which we have embraced by faith becomes a historical reality by the appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ to take us home with him to present us before the Father.

Therefore, believers are to be alert in their minds, watchful, and ready as the Israelites were on the Passover night before their deliverance, for the grace that is prepared for us at the revelation of Jesus Christ. While we await for the return of The Lord Jesus, believers must remain obedient to all that The Lord has entrusted to our care, not behaving ourselves according to the old person we used to be before we were saved, but rather behaving ourselves as The Lord would who is holy; so are we to conduct ourselves in all manner of conversations and dealings.  Believers are to be holy as God commands, “be ye holy; for I am holy.” (1 Peter 1: 15-16; Lev. 20:7).
Peter admonishes the Babylonian Christian Jews that if they had called upon the Father, who is not a respecter of person, who renders judgment according to every person’s work, this they have done from the day they first arrived Babylon in fear of not knowing what would happen to them. He tells them that redemption through Jesus Christ does not require the vain tradition of their fathers in which gold and silver and offering of goats and bulls were part of the ceremonies for sin covering. But that it is with the precious blood of Jesus Christ, as a lamb without blemish and without spot will their sins to be taken away.

Foreordained as in foreknowledge, Jesus was with God from eternity past. As God promised in the books of the prophets, that Jesus the Word of God shall manifest in the flesh in the last days for our sake, purposefully, to redeem us unto himself, and by him alone shall all come to the Father who raised him from the dead, and has glorified him, that our faith and hope might be in God the Father.

It is only by the Holy Spirit and a purified mind that obeys the truth of God in the Scriptures can believers be able to love one another with a pure heart. If you are certain you have been born again you must harbor no corruptible things in your heart, rather you should harbor incorruptible things in your heart by the Word of God which abides for ever. For all humans are like grass, because at some point they all die, but the Word of God lives for ever. If the Word of God is in you, as the Word lives for ever so will you. It is by the Word of God which lives for ever is the gospel preached, and all who will receive it will live for ever.
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