Sabbath Day Sermon of January 26, 2019
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Jesus the Way the Truth, and the Life
John Chapter 14

In this chapter, the disciples are troubled because of Jesus’ departure. In response to their concerns, Jesus insists on the necessity of faith, stating that he goes to prepare a place for them and will return to take them with him, so they will be where he is, in the Father’s House where we all should have been if not for our sins. Here we have the promise of Jesus’ future return as visible Lord of the whole universe. The faithful who were before us waited with fervent hope as we read in 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18. 

Thomas asked, “How can we know the way?” Jesus answer states that Christian hope is not in a method, not in a procedure, but in Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ himself is “The way and the truth and the life.” Through and in Jesus, one comes to the Father. He is the only way, the only truth, and the only life of God Almighty. All other ways are dead-end-streets or even endless roads that lead to no place except to darkness and everlasting night as we saw in the testimony of the Muslim girl saved by Jesus from being beheaded: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s9J14WBlDgk
8-10. Philip seizes on that final phrase to ask, “Master, show us the Father.” One can hear the sigh and weariness, almost of failure, in Jesus' voice” “Have I been with you for so long a time and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.”  The discussion continues, pointing to the perfect union of Jesus with the Father: both his words and his works are the Father’s.

11-16. “I am in the Father and the Father in me.” Whosoever knows and believes in Jesus Christ as God Almighty, the light of light, very God of very God Almighty begotten, not made, and as being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made knows the Father.

Jesus now turns his attention to the disciples, saying that they too will do the works that he has done because he will respond according to their petitions so that God Almighty will be manifested in the Son.  When Jesus says we can ask for anything, we must remember that our asking must be in his name, that is, according to God Almighty’s character and will. God Almighty will not grant requests contrary to his precepts or his will, and we cannot use his name as a magic formula to fulfill our selfish desires. If we are sincerely following God Almighty and seeking to do his will, then our requests will be in line with what he wants, and he will grant them (John 15:16; 16:23).

15-20. Jesus once again tells his disciples that he would soon be leaving them, but he would remain with them. How could this be?  He tells them that the Comforter, the spirit of God Almighty himself, would come after he was gone to care for and guide the disciples. This happened to the disciples just before his ascension (20:22), and to all the believers at Pentecost (Acts 2), shortly after Jesus ascended into heaven. The Holy Spirit is the very presence of God Almighty within us and all believers, helping us live as God Almighty wants and building Jesus Christ’s church on earth. By faith, we can appropriate his power each day.

The word translated Comforter combines the ideas of comfort and counsel. The Holy Spirit is a powerful person on our side, working for and with us. Here we are encouraged that the Holy Spirit will never leave us unless we insult him by willfully living in sin after we have come to the knowledge of God Almighty’s truth. The world at large will not recognize him; he will be with us and in us; he teaches us; he reminds us of Jesus’ words; he convinces us of sin, shows us God Almighty’s righteousness, and announces God Almighty’s judgment on evil; he guides us into truth and gives insight into future events; he glorifies Jesus Christ in our lives and in the world. The Holy Spirit has been active among true prophets of God Almighty from the beginning of time, but after Pentecost, he came to live in all believers. Many people are unaware of the Holy Spirit’s activities, but to those who receive Jesus Christ’s words and understand the Spirit’s power, the Spirit gives a whole new way to look at life.

As believers, we should know that when Jesus said, “I will come to you,” he meant it. Although Jesus ascended to heaven, he kept his promise by sending the Holy Spirit to live in believers, and to have the Holy Spirit is to have Jesus Christ Himself inside you. If you ask, “If Jesus is in the believer, who then is inside the unbeliever.” This question is in line with Judas’ question in verse 22. Well, your guess is as good as mine. Jesus in John chapter 8:38-46 made it clear that if you do not have Jesus and the Holy Spirit in you, there is no doubt you have the devils and Satan also known as Lucifer inside you and as your father. In other words, you are a child of Satan, whether you know or believe it or not. 

When we live by God Almighty’s standards, he will not leave us, he will come to us, he will be within us to keep the  devils out, and he will show himself to us. God Almighty knows what will happen and because he will be with us through it, we need not fear. We need to have faith in God Almighty to be secure about the future.

21-26. Jesus says that his followers show their love for him by keeping his commandments. Love is more than lovely words; it is commandment and conduct. My friends, if you sincerely love Jesus, then prove it by obeying what he says in his word. If you cannot do this, then you should know that the use of his name in your much talking to make people think you believe in Him constitutes blasphemy.

Jesus disciples expected him to establish an earthly kingdom and overthrow Rome. But the Romans’ presence in Jerusalem was actually an imposed judgment upon the people for their disobedience to God Almighty. Some have said that Jesus did not tell the world at large that he was the Messiah. If we may ask you, did Jesus say he was the Son of man, and as God Almighty? Did Jesus say he existed before Abraham? (Matthew 26:64, 65; John 8:58). Jesus did not say he was the Jewish Messiah because he was sent to the house of Israel and the whole world according to the Father’s command (Matthew 15:24; John 3:16; 10:16). The Messiah for those Jews who would not believe in Jesus will come for them in due time as Jesus told them in John 5:43 (Daniel 11:36-39). 
Not everyone could understand Jesus’ message, but since Pentecost, the Gospel of the Kingdom has been proclaimed to all peoples.  Jesus saves the deepest revelation of himself for those who love and obey him as we read in verses 16-24 of this chapter.

23-27. Jesus promises that the Holy Spirit would help those who love and obey him to remember what he had said. This promise ensures the validity of the New Testament. The disciples were eyewitnesses of Jesus’ life and teaching, and the Holy Spirit helped them remember without taking away their individual perspective.  But those who do not love Jesus or obey him, will not have this privilege. 

The end result of the Holy Spirit’s work in the believers’ lives is deep and lasting peace. Unlike worldly peace, which is usually defined as the absence of conflict, and passes all understanding of the natural mind. This peace is a confident assurance in any circumstance; with Jesus Christ’s peace, you do not have to fear anything even in the future.

The fact that true Christians are at war with sin, fear, uncertainty, doubt and couple of other forces, requires that we must rely on the peace of God Almighty which moves into our hearts and lives to restrain these hostile forces and offer comfort in place of difficulties. My friends, Jesus will give you that peace if you are willing to accept it from him.

28-31. Jesus as the Son of God Almighty willingly submits to God Almighty the Father. On earth, Jesus also submitted to many of the physical limitations of his humanity (Philippians 2:6). If you ask, “Is it because Jesus was sinless that Satan was not able to overpower him?” Yes, it is because he was sinless, but most importantly he kept his Father’s commandments even though he was sinless. 

Of his obedience to his Father: "As the Father gave me commandment, even so, I did; I did the things commanded me in the manner commanded.’’ Observe that the best evidence of our love to the Father is our doing as he hath given us commandment. As Jesus Christ loved the Father, and obeyed him, even to the death, so we must love Jesus Christ and obey him. Jesus Christ’s eye to the Father’s commandment, obliging him to suffer and die, bore him up with cheerfulness, and overcame the reluctances of nature; this took off the offense of the cross, that what he did was by order from the Father (John 10: 15-18). 

The command of God Almighty is sufficient to bear us out in that which is most disputed by others, and therefore should be sufficient to bear us up in that which is most difficult to ourselves, “for this is the will of him that sent me.” As concluding what he had now said; having brought it to this, where he leaves it: “That the world may know that I love the Father.”

Satan could not force his life from him, and yet he would die: “that the world may know that I love the Father.” We may take this as confirming what he had often said, that his undertaking, as Mediator, was a demonstration to the world. Of his compliance with the Father; hereby it proved that he loved the Father. As it was an evidence of his love to man that he died for his salvation, so it was of his love to God Almighty that he died for his glory and the accomplishing of his purposes. Now you understand that if you obey Jesus and cling with God Almighty’s purposes, Satan can have no power over you.

Finally, we must all remember what Jesus says, “If a person loves me, he or she will keep my words, and my Father will love him or her, and we will come unto this person, and make our abode with him or her. But he or she who claims to love me, but does not keep my sayings, should know that the word which you hear is not mine, but the Father’s who sent me.” In other words, you cannot claim to obey God Almighty if you would not believe and obey Jesus’s words that the Father gave him for you.
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